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ABBREVIATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS. 

The following are the chief abbreviations used in this work : — 

hrs„ m. — for hours and minutes. When used as a measure of distance, one 
hour is meant to indicate the distance which a tolerably good walker will traverse 
in an hour, clear of halts, and having regard to the difficulty of the ground. 
In cases where there is a considerable difference of height, the measnre given is 
intended as a mean between the time employed in ascending and descending, 
being greater in the one case and less in the other. 

ft., yds. — for feet and yards. The heights of mountains, &c, are given in 
English feet above the level of the sea, and are generally indicated in the 
manner usual in scientific books, by the fignres being enclosed in brackets, 
with a short stroke. 

m. — for mile. Unless otherwise expressed, distances are given in English 
statute miles. 

rt.. L 
that 

The points of the compass are indicated in the usual way. 

Names of places are referred in the Index to the pages where some nscfnl 
information respecting them is to be found. 

Throughout this work the reader is frequently referred for further information 
to the Section and Route where this is to be found. When the reference is 
made to a passage occurring in the same Section, tbe Route alone is mentioned. 
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In the preceding chapters of this volume 
the northern and the central ranges of 
the Eastern Alps hare been described. 
There still remains en extensive moun- 
tain region bounded to the W. by the 
Adige and the Lake of Garda and ex- 
tending eastward into Cnrniola and 
Lower Styria. The limit between this 
region and the central chain is sharply 
defined by the valley of the Eisack and 
that of the Brave. Within the bounds 
here indicated two distinct tendencies 
are exhibited in the general aspect and 
configuration of the surface. In the 
eastern portion the chief masses are 
arranged in continuous ranges after the 
fashion usual elsewhere in mountain 
regions, but in the western portion, 
lying between the Adige and the head 
waters of the Piave, there is an absence 
of any approach to regularity in the 
disposition of the mountains. High 
peats rise abruptly without any appa- 
rent mutual relation, and are almost 
isolated by valleys that axe often con- 
tracted to deep clefts. In the principal 
valleys there is, indeed, a marked ten- 
dency to assume a common direction 
from HE, to SW„ which can scarcely be 
explained by mere accident. 

Although dolomite limestone exists 
in many ports of the Alpine chain, and 
some idea of its characteristic scenery 
may be formed in the east of Switzer- 
land, and elsewhere in the Eastern 
Alps, dolomite rocks are nowhere de- 
veloped on so great a scale as in the 
Wgion lying between the Adige, the 
Eisack, and the Piave which is included 
in the present chapter. The larger 
part of this region, though mainly in- 
habited by people of Italian origin, and 
? leaking an Italian dialect, belongs to 
yrol, but some considerable mountain 
masses lie within the ancient territory 
of the Venetian republic now united to 
Italy. The line of frontier, which may 
yet afford subject for dispute between 
the neighbouring states, seems to have 
been traced in defiance of all intelligible 
principles, as though dictated by mere 
accident or caprice. In default of any 
single appropri at e designation the 
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is forced to entitle the region hero de- 
scribed as South Tyrol and Venetian 
Alps ; but it is right to add that tech- 
nically the term South Tyrol includes 
the district of Giudicoria, lying W. of 
the Lake of Garda, and described in § 
40; while the Carnic chain, noticed in 
the following chapter, may be considered 
as forming part of the Venetian Alps, 
inasmuch as it was included in the 
territory of the republic. The limits of 
the region here included are marked by 
the Lake of Oarda. and the road from 
RivabyTrenttoBotzen, on the W.; by 
the road through the valleys of the 
Eisack and Rienz from liotzrn to Inni- 
chen on the N. ; by the track through 
the Sextenthal to San Steiano on the 
Piave, and the high road thence to 
Conegliano on the E. ; and to the S. by 
the plain of Venetia, Some portions of 
this district, more especially the valley of 
is, have long been known to men of 
ice, for scarcely any other district in 
the Alps has offered so many objects of 

""to the geologist and the notural- 

. for a knowledge of its extra- 
ordinary attractions, even to the un- 
ion tific traveller, the English public is 
iefly indebted to a well-known volume 
by Messrs. Gilbert and Churchill, enti- 
tled ' The Dolomite Alps.' Further 
information, especially of a kind inte- 
resting to the mountaineer, has still 
more recently been given in the annual 
volumes of the Austrian Alpine Club; 
and the consequence has been to attract 
an annually increasing number of visi- 
tors to places which till very lately were 
unheard of beyond their own immediate 
neighbourhood. The writer fears lest 
his personal predilection for this region 
should lead him into exaggeration ; but 
it is certainly not too much to say that 
a traveller who has visited all the other 
mountain regions of Europe, and remai os 
ignorant of the scenery of the Dolomite 
Alps, has yet to mate acquaintance with 
Nature in one of her loveliest and most 
fascinating aspects. 
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LOWER VALLET OF THE ADIGE. 



B has been frequently made 
In preceding portions of this work to 
tile great breach in the continuity of 
the Alpine chain which is marked by 
the valley of the Adige. The im; 
tance of this feature in the phyi 
geography of Northern Italy is foi . 
upon the attention of the ethnologist, 
the historian, and the politician by its 
effects od the migration of races and 
the limits of empires ; bat there is some 
reason te believe that tie boundary 
marked by this great valley between 
the Lombard and Venetian Alps has in 
some form subsisted throughout a cycle 
of ages in which that of the human race 
is but the latest and the shortest. 
Many facts seem to show that the geo- 
logical historj of the districts on either 
side of this boundary has been essen- 
tially different, and there are not want- 
lag indications of such an alternation of 
elevation and subsidence, that the one 
region may have formed dry land, while 
sedimentary deposits were being accu- 
mulated, over the area corresponding to 

In speaking of the valley of the 
Adige, we include the broad basin filled 
by the Lake of Garda, which orographi- 
cally represents the southern portion of 
that valley, although it is separated 
from the actual bed of the river by the 
long narrow ridge of Monte Baldo. It 
is fnr those who believe that the actual 
configuration of the surface is altogether 
due to meteorological agency to account 
for the formation of the narrow trench 
through which the river flows from 
lioveredo to Volargne by the side of 
the vastly broader and easier outlet af- 
forded by the basin of the lake. 

The great importance of this line of 
valley, and its slight relations to the 
districts on either side, have induced 
the writer to devote a separate section 
of this work to the course of the Adige 
and the basin of the Lake of Garde, in- 
cluding of course the range of Honto 



Baldo and the Monte Bondone which 
separata them. 

Although we here describe a lias of 
valley that has boen marked by nature 
as the main highway from the North of 
Europe into Italy, it is but slightly 
known to the majority of travellers. 
For several years the line of railway 
from Botzen to Verona has been open for 
traffic, and this having, been extended. 
across the Brenner Pass to Innsbruck, 
it is now linked to the railway system 
of central Europe. Travellers pass 
through it in increasing numbers, but, 
beyond passing glimpses from the rail- 
way carriage, few have any conception 
of the beauty, and grandeur of its 
scenery. The absolute - height of the 
mountains is not great, for but few 
points exceed the limit of 7,000 ft,, but 
they rise steeply from a valley that is 
but little alxive the level of the sea, and 
it is not easy to point to any other 
of the greater valleys of the Alps that 
surpasses it in attractions for the artist 
and the lover of nature. 

The Lake of Garda is far from having 
attained the celebrity of its two Lom- 
bard rivals, Maggiore and Como ; yet 
some lovers of nature give the pre- 
ference to tbe stately and stern gran- 
deur of this vaster basin. 

The traveller must bear in mind that 
although peace has been restored between 
the contending governments of Italy 
and Austria, a jealous feeling still sur- 
vives among subordinate officials, which 
makes some caution advisable in regard 
to excursions close to the line of fron- 
tier, and somewhat hampers the freedom 
of navigation on the lake. He will do 
to have his passport at hand in 
cose of difficulty. 
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and from that point the united stream, 
Dow grown naarly to its fall proportions, 
creeps onward, a stately but sluggish 
river, with a fall of but two or three ft. 
per ra. , bordered on its 1. bank by a broad 
belt of marsh; land, partly cultivated 
with maize, but in great part producing 
merely reeds, sedges, and intermittent 
fevers. 'Where the soil is tolerably dry 
the mulberry predominates, while vines 
axe grown on the warm slopes at the 
foot of the mountains. At 

BramoU, rly. and post-station, flat- 
bottomed barges, usually laden with 
timber, are launched upon the Adige, 
which here becomes navigable. The next 
station on the rly. is 

Ann — Ital Ora. Here the porphyry 
formation is left behind, and theucefor- 
ward the mountains on both sides of the 



the varying and delicate ti 
a southern atmosphere. The new road 
to Cavalese ([ 60, Hte. A) may be joined 
close to Auer, but there is a better pros- 
pect of obtaining a vehicle at the next 
station, 

Neamarkt — Ital. Egna. — (Inns : 
Krone ; Engol), In this part of the 
valley the remains of old castles, some 
of them dating from a very remote age, 
become frequent, especially on the slopes 
of the comparatively low ridge tost 
separates the Adige from the Vat di 
Cembrs. Besides the new road leading 
to Cavalese, there are several paths 
across the same ridge which are noticed 
in I 60, Rte. A. The rly. is carried, 
chiefly along the rt. bank, through a 
swampy tract, almost uninhabitable in 
summer from heat and flies, from the 
Heumarkt to the 

Solum station (Ital. Salerno). The 
village of that name, standing at some 
distance no the 1. bank of the river, is 
the last German place in the main valley. 
It has two very fair inns (Adler; Ca- 
vallo Bianco}. The valley here bends 
to the SW., and the scenery becomes 
more interesting. Precipitous lime- 
stone mountains rise abruptly on either 
side, and the valley it wide enough to 



en the opposite side of the city. 

The least interesting portion of the 
valley of the Adige is that which lies 
before the traveller who leaves Botzen 
to follow southward the high-road, or 
the rly. which now absorbs most of the 
traffic. After crossing the Eisack, the 
peaks of the Eosengarten, so conspicuous 



■ sight. On the E 



s from Botzen 
~ side the 






ralley 



bounded by a range of porphyritic rocks 
of moderate height, whose rounded edges 
speak of the prolonged action of the 
stements, and the passage of one of tho 
greatest of the ancient glaciers of the 
Alps. On the' W. side the background 
is formed by the ridge of the Mendel, or 
Mendols, which, though composed of 
dolomite, shows little of the characteris- 
tic forms of that mck. Between the 
river and the base of the Mendel rises 
the undulating plateau of Eppan, along 
Whose eastern base lies the present bed 
of the stream. 

The junction of the Eisack with the 
Adige lies nearly 2 m. W. of the rly. ; 
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alio* of » fill view of their ban faces 
from top to bottom. On the it. bauk, at 
the very base of the sunbeaten clifli, 
uestlce Aichholr, producing it wine of lo- 
cal repute. Through a ravine that opens 
above the latter Tillage a track leading 
to- Val di Non mounts steeply, and 
croesoe (lie range which is the southern 
extension of Mendola. A little farther 
the Adige bends again nearly due 8., and 
presently the opening of the narrow de- 
file Of Kocchet t a, through which the Nos 
descends from Val di Sole and Val di Non 
to join the Adige, cornea folly into view. 
On the slope above the 1. bank of the 
Nos is seen the Tillage of Metto Tideeco 
or DeuiiKkmtti (Inn: Mezza Corona), 
while oh the opposite bank of the same 
■trearo, whose destructive torrent is con- 
fined by a massive embankment, stands 
tfetio Lombard/), or Wtiachmttr, which 
also has atolerab!einn(Corona). These 
names, which date from the time of the 
Lombard kings, show that the junction 
of the Hea has continued for many cen- 
turies to form the boundary between the 
German and Italian populations in the 
valley of the Adige ; and those who de- 
Sire permanent peace and friendly rela- 
tions between Austria and Italy must 
wish for a final adjustment of the poli- 
tical boundary between those States, 
which shall at once satisfy the feelings 
of the people and afford a sufficiently 
defensible frontier to each of them. 

Opposite the opening of the Rocchetla 
defile the rly. crosses to the 1. bank of 
the Adige, near the station of San Mi- 
chrie (Germ. WeUch Michael). This 
part of the valley abounds in memorials 
of warfare. The hamlet of Grumo marks 
the site of a bloody engagement between 
the Lombards and the Franks ; and in 
more recent times this has always been 
held to be one of the most defensible 
positions in the fills/, The scenery 
constantly increases in interest, and the 
trafeller arriving from the North is 
struck by the peculiar tints of the 
southern landscape, (indefinable and 
evanescent, yet never to be forgotten by 
those who have been familiar with them. 

To the 1., on slightly rising ground, 



is seen Louie, a market town standing 
close to the junction of the Avilio, the 
last considerable affluent of the Adige 
before it escapee into the plain of Ve- 
netis- Its course, eitending from hence 
to the base of the Marmolata, is des- 
cribed in § 60, Rte. A. From this point 
the view is extremely grand. The 
broad valley of the Adige stretches due 
5. for about. 14 miles, bright with fre- 
quent Tillages, and richly cultivated 
with maize, mulberries, vines and fruit 
trees. In the background rise the 
limestone cliffs of the Monte Scanupia 
(7,027') to the 1., and those of the Orto 
d'Abram (7,193') to the rt. Set in the 
midst of this gorgeous frame stands the 
capital of the Italian Tyrol, whose 

the traveller approaches 

Trent (Ital. Trento— Germ. Trimt). 
This, important and interesting town 

timee all crowded. First in rank is the 
Buropa, good, but foul smalls, rather 
dear; Corona, or Krone, frequented by 
Austrian officers; H.dela Ville, formerly 
Chiave d'Oro, new and good ; Eebec- 
chino, newly fitted np, tolerably good 
and reasonable. The aspect of the city 
ia thoroughly Italian, and the massive 
houses, or palazsi, of several of the 
principal families may vie with those of 
Milan or Verona. Cafes abound in the 
principal streets, and there are fairly 
good shops. The prosperity of the silk 
trade, and the circumstance that the 
adjoining districts almoat completely 
escaped theTine disease which has been 
peculiarly destructive in the Venetian 
prorinces, have made this city and 
BoTeredo amongst the most thriving 
places on the S. side of the Alps ; but 
that circumstance has in no degree 
tended to make the population satisfied 
with their enforced connexion with the 
German Tyrol. 

The city contains several objects that 
deserve the stranger's notice. Of its 15 
churches the most remarkable is the 
Duomo, or cathedral, commenced in the 
j 11th eentnry, and not yet completed, 
I The romanesque architecture will ia- 
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terost the ecclesiastical Antiquary. 
Amongst other monuments is one to 
Sanseverino, slain at Callianu when 
commanding the Venetian forces, which 
were there defeated by the Treatises in 
1487. The church of Santa Marin 
Maggiore has not much of interest to 
the sightseer beyond the fact that it 
waa the place wherein was assembled 
the famous Council of Trent. It con- 
tains a flue organ ornamented with 
curious earring. The Castallo del 
Buon Consiglio, once the residence of 
the Prince Bishops, is a Tast and 
curious building now converted into a 
fortified barrack. Some of the rooms 
contain curious fresco paintings of con- 
siderable merit. Another ancient castle 
stands outside the town. An interest- 
ing collection of works of art and anti- 
quity bequeathed by Count Giovanelli 
ia preserved in the public library of 
the city. Within the last few years a 
new channel has been excavated for the 
bed of the Adige which formed a great 
loop just outside the town, and the an- 
cient bed is now nearly dry. This im- 
portant work, which is partly seen from 
the rly. carriage, has facilitated the 
drainage of some land above Trent, but 
is said to have increased the danger 
from floods in the lower part of tho 
valley. Trent is only 628 ft. above the 
sea-level, and in the next 17 miles the 
Adige falls but 90 ft 

After suffering from the varying for- 
tunes or misfortunes of war during the 
invasions of the Goths, Franks, and 
Lombards, with intervals of prosperity 
under Theodoric and Charlemagne, 
Trent enjoyed for several centuries 
almost unbroken quiet and indepen- 
dence under the virtual sovereignty of 
Bishops who held the city and the ad- 
joining valleys ae an immediate fief of 
the Empire. The title of Prince 
Bishops has survived to the present 
time, although the temporal jurisdiction 
was flnally lost in 1802. Besides the 
main road through the valley of the 
Adige, two important roads meet at 
Trent. That leading to Riva is des- 
cribed is Ste. B, and the road to Padua 
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by Val 3ugana and Bassano in { S9, 
Rte. A. Omnibuses for Biva and Bosuo 
di Val Sugana (tart twice a day, from 
tho Rebecchino. 

In tho centre of the valley, close to 
the city, rises a remarkable rock, known 
as Dot Trtnlo, and also colled I* Ver- 
ruca, formerly frequented for the sake 
of the beautiful view which it com- 
mands. Since 1857 it has been strongly 
fortified, and permission to ascend to 
the summit is not easily obtained. 

The neighbourhood of Trent affords 
excellent opportunities for the study of 
most of the sedimentary rocks of taa 
Eastern Alps, which is facilitated by 
the cuttings made in constructing the 
new roads to Riva and Val Sugana, and 
by the numerous quarries worked near 
the city. To the S. and NE., in the 
neighbourhood of Gardolo most of the 
subdivisions of the Trias may be idea 
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may be best studied on the E. side of 
the city, following the new road to Val 
Sugana. Fossils are abundant at many 
points. Nummulitic rocks also appear 
in the same direction, but they am 
more extensively developed near Sar- 
dagna, S. of the road to Riva. A man 
named Ferraresi is recommended as a 
guide to geologists in this neighbour- 
hood. He usually has a supply of fos- 
sils for sale. 

The botanist not already familiar 
with this region may reap a rich har- 
vest in the neighbourhood of Trent. 
On the E, side Farsetia clypcata, and 
Tragus ratxmosus are abundant. On 
the rocks of Dos Trento grow Capt'i/a 
fxmcijltira and Ephedra distackua, but 
these cannot now be reached without a 
special permission. 

The most inl 
cursioa is that 
(7,412'), or the Orta a~Abram (7,193'). 
These are the two highest summits of the, 
range SW. of Trent, which may be con- 
sidered a northern prolongation of that 
of Monte Baldo, though separated by 
the deep trench through which runs th* 
road from Mori to Torbote (Rto. C). 
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■Hsrting from the low level of the citj 
the ascent is somewhat laborious, and 
it is veil to be off booh time before 
daylight, to avoid heat and gain a 
better view. The botanist will nod in 
this excursion many of the character- 
isiic plants of Monti Baldo. See fite. 

V. 

Below Trent the high-road and, save 
for a short distance, the rly. also, keep 
to the 1. bank of the Adige, till it issues 
into the plain near Verona. The first 
eonsiderable village is 

Matarello (347'), standing at the open- 
ing of Val Sorda, through which narrow 
glen a country road ie carried to Levico 
in Val Sugana. Three or four miles 
below Matarello the main valley is con- 
tracted between the basea of the Monte 
Scanupia and Orto d'Abiam, forming a 
defile, which commences at the hamlet 
□f Aquaviva, and extends to Csliiano. 
From Aquaviva, to the point where the 
river issues from the mountains below 
La Chilian, the valley of the Adige is 
locally called Vol- Lagarina {Germ, 
Jjigertkal). For a long period Val 
Lngariua formed a nearly independent 
state, under the jurisdiction of the 



here. The castle from which they take 
the family name may be seen on the 
rt., about 4 m. N r of Roveredo. After 
passing the village and station of 

Cailiano, where a picture in the parish 
church recalls the bloody victory gained 
by the people of Trent over the Vene- 
tians under Sansevermo, the rly. leaves 
on the 1. the opening of Val Folgaria, a 
favourite summer resort of the people 
of Roveredo. For a notice of the plea- 
sant path leading that way to Val 
Sugana see § 69, lite. IS. The main 
valley now bends to the W., but after 
passing Volano the Adige soon resumes 
Its southerly direction, and before long 
the traveller reaches the town of 

Eaimedo (Inns: Corona; Cavaletto; 
both very fair). The increasing popu- 
lation, now appronehing to 9,000 in 
number, owes its prosperity to the silk 
trade, which rose to importance after 
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this part of the Val Lagarina passed 
from the Lordrhip of the Castelbarco 
family under Venetian rule, in the 15th 
century. The first spinning-mill is said 
to have been erected by a Venetian in 
1548. There are now a number of large 
Filande, where the cocoons are unwound, 
and of iVaiqjt, where the raw silk ie 
span into thread. In these establish- 
ments nearly the entire population found 
remunerative occupation until the dis- 
ease in the silkworm seriously dimi- 
ni abed the supply of raw material within 
the last few years. The people of Ro- 
veredo maintain a high character for 
intelligence, activity, and probity, and 
their undisguised sympathy with the 
national movement in Italy is doubtless 
increased by traditions of former pros- 
perity under Venetian rule. 

The church of San Marco, and the 
adjoining piazza, deserve a visit ; but 
the general aspect of the town is not 
nearly equal to that of Trent. 

Close to Roveredo the stream of the 
Leno, used to work a large paper-mill 
and other establishments, issues from 
Val Araa, through which runs the inte- 
resting road to Vicensa described ia 
5 68, Rte. A. Through an eastern 
branch of the same valley (called Val di 
Temtgnoio) a track crosses the steep 
range that encloses the head waters of 
the Astico. 

Below Roveredo the Adige runs BW, 
for about 4 m. Numerous castles are 
perched upon the slopes on either hand, 
somo of which date from the time of the 
Romans. That of Lizaana, on the L of 
the rly., is remembered as having been 
the halting place of the Emperor Henry 
his return to Germany, and still 
for the visit which Sante here 
made to one of the lords of Castelbarao. 
On the rt. bank of the stream, opposite 
Lizzans, is Itera producing a wine of 
ancient fame, said to be the best in 3. 
Tyrol. About 4 m. from Roveredo is-, 
the station of 

Mori, close to a bridge over the 
Adige. The village near at hand, on 
the rt. bank, is Ravazzone, that of Mori 
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fabrics. It stands at the opening 

narrow lateral glen called VatdiRonehi, 
through which lies a path to the Revelto 
pass, leading either to Recoaro. or to 
Badia in the Monti Lessini (§ SH.Rte. C). 
The easiest sod shortest way to the Pieve 
di Val Area does not lie through Val di 
Konchi, as stated by Schanbach. The 
true path leaves the valley of the Adige 
near the church of San Valentino, about 
H m. N. of Ala. The next station is 
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buses start twice daily from this station 
for Bvva, which is reached in about 3 
hrs. by a very interesting road. See 
Rte. C. 

The Mori station stands on the verge 
of a vast mass of debris, that stretches 
across from the mountain on the E. side 
of the valley to the banks of the Adige. 
This is locally known as Slavini di San 
Marco, from the adjoining village of San 
Marco. Huge blocks of stone, mingled 
with smaller masses, lie piled up in wild 
confusion, and cover a space of nearly a 
square mile. A little close examination 
would have saved an able French geolo- 
gist from describing this as a moraine 
left during the retirement of the ancient 
glacier of the Adige. The blocks are all 
of the same material as the adjoining 
mountain, and they are not. accompanied 
by the quantity of finer matter, including 
glacial mnd, that always characterises a 
true moraine. The pile of ruin is un- 
doubtedly caused by a bergfall or great 
landslip, from the slope of the mountain 
on the t. side of the valley. With great 
probability this haa been identified with 
aa event of that nature recorded in ».d. 
883, whereby the bed of the Adige at 
Verona was left dry for several days. 
Nearly 3 m. below the Mori station is 

Serravalle, standing, as the name ex- 
presses, at the entrance of a defile in 
the main valley. Like most of the 
strongholds in Val Lagarina, the ruined 
castle once belonged to the Castelbarco 
family. For some miles the valley is 
contracted, but it opens out somewhat 
before reaching 

Ala (Inns ; Vapore, tolerable ; Cervo), 



Avio (447')- The village, e 
with the station by a ferry, stands en 
the rt. bank, at the opening of Vat 
Aviana, one of the glens that runs 
deepest into the range of Monte Baldo. 
The church contains a good picture of 
St.. Anthony, by Guercino. The last 
Tyrol esc village is Sorghetlo ; a short 
distance beyond it the traveller passes 
the Italian frontier, and soon reaches 
the station of 

Peri. Hers the traveller bound for 
La Madonna della Corona crosses the 
ferry over the Adige (Hte. F). That 
remarkable sanctuary may be descried 
by the passing traveller on the face of a 
perpendicular precipice in a.deap recess 
of the Monto Baldo. On the E. side of 
the main valley a path mounts from Peri 
SB., through an opening in the range 
which on that side hems in the course of 
the Adige, and leads by &ta. Anna to 
Val Pantena, noticed in g 68, Rte. G. 
Thin depression separates the plateau of 
the Monti Lessini from the Monte Pat- 
tella. This name is given collectively 
to the ridge which extends for about 9 m. 
SW. of Peri parallel to that of Monte 
Baldo. Both mountains exhibit the 
same geological strnctnre ; with this dif- 
ference, that the strata of Monte Baldo 
dip at a considerable angle to the W., 
while those of Monte Pastello are in- 
clined in the opposite direction. Hence 
the rocks on either side present very 
steep fractured faces to the valley of the 
Adige, while the opposite slopes are 
comparatively uniform and of moderate 
steepness. It is difficult to resist the 
conviction that the valley of the Adige, 
in this part of its course at least, owes 
its origin to a fracture which ran along 
the line of anticlinal flexure, and this 
belief is confirmed by the absence of 
rolled pebbles or glacial drift from the 
terraces on either side of the valley. 
Had it owed its origin to erosion these 
witnesses could scarcely have disap- 
peared. The range of Monte Pastello 
scarcely exceeds 3,700 ft. in height, 
nevertheless some snbalpine species of 
plants inhabit the ridge, while several 
other interesting species are found on ita 
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warm slopes. Among the former the 
loocb interesting is Astragalus Pastellta- 
nttt, probably a variety of A. vericariut, 
confined to a very small area not far 
from the summit. Besides this may be 
found Cytisns purpurea*. Campanula 
Alpitti.PadervtaBonarota, Allium ockro- 
tev&wm, &c. Of the plants growing on the 
middle and lower slopes Ct/titut argen- 
teus, Leantodon iaainut, Eehinopt epha- 
TocephaUti, Hyteopui officinalis, anil 
Eiy!\ronmn dens canis, deaerve notice. 
The northern botanist will see with in- 
terest many southern bushes, such as 
PUlacia Ttrebttithau, Cercil SUiquai- 
trtm, and Qiarcus Bex, 

Below Pari the mountains oa both 
sides begin to subside towards tiie plain, 
but the scenery continues to be extremely 
bold, worthy of the historic interest at- 
taching to this entrance into Italy. As 
the traveller advances southward the 
nearly vertical cliffli that rise on either 
hand seem to close together, and in the 
famous defile of La Ckoua the space re- 
q&ireoVfbr the high road and the rly. 
has been obtained only hy blasting tha 
rock. At the narrowest part tha cleft 
iige pours its copious 
is very tortuous, and the 
rly. engineers have been forced to adopt 
curves of small radius in order to follow 
its windings. Tha traveller will not 
forget that above the precipices on the 
rt. bank of the river extends the famous 
plateau of ltivoli, where contending 
armies have so often fought for the key 
of Verona, a city whose unique position 
makes its possessors the masters of 
Northern Italy. The strong forts erected 
by the Auetriane during the preceding 
1 8 years for the purpose of commanding 
the defile and the plateau of Rivoli, had 
not their efficiency tested during the 
campaign of 1866, and it may be hoped 
that their present occapanta will have 
no occasion to defend the position against 
new aggressors. At Volargnt (120') the 
traveller finally issues front the defile, 
and presently gains the first view of the 
line of low hills extending westward 
from Verona, that fill so large a space in 
military history. Near at hand, just 



beyond tha Adige, is 2'ai/rfngo ; farther 
south, Somma Oampagna; beyond that, 
Cuatona ; and, in the far distance, tha 
tower of Bolferino. 

For several miles the rly. runs SE., 
parallel with the high road, having on 
the 1. hand the slopes which produce tha 
excellent wine of Val Polieella; but for 
strategic reasons it was not carried di- 
rectly to the walls of Verona. About 
i m. from thf city the rly. turnsubruptly 
to the 3., and joins the main line from 
Milan at Santa Lucia. This slight de- 
tour is scarcely a matter of complaint to 
the traveller, who gains beautiful and 
varied views before he finally reaches 
the gates of 

Verona (Inns : Due Torn, good, dear ; 
Torre di Londra, good j several other 
second-rale houses, of which the best is 
probably the Czaradi Moscovia). A de T 
scription of this city, whose attractions 
are scarcely exaggerated in the glowing 
pages of Ruskin, does not fall within the 
scope of this work. 

It may be well to remind the traveller 
who should contemplate excursions in 
tha valley of the Adige that tha bridges 
over that impetuous stream are few in 
number. Ferries, most of them of high 
antiquity, are established at fixed points, 
at intervals of 2 or 3 m., and in regard 
to these local information should be ob- 
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Though not quite equal id pictaresqii 
beauty to the way from Bovoredo, di 
scribed in the next Bte., this is an e> 
tremely interesting load to the ordinary 
tourist, and especially to the geologist. 
Something of the scenery may be seen 
front the ooupi of the omnibus, but 
more agreeable coarse is to engage 
small open carriage at Treat or Biva, 
or, in cool weather, to go on foot. 

Passing close under the rock of Dos 
Trento, the carriage-road ascends w ' 
ward from Trent to a narrow eleft in 
steep limestone range that encloses 
valley of the Adige. The pedestrian 
traveller may make a slight detour from 
the road to visit the pretty Waterfall of 
Sardagia. To reach the summit of '' 
pass, which is guarded by two forts, 
volves an ascent of nearly 1,000 ft. from 
the city, and the traveller, ernei 
from the cleft through which the 
is carried, finds himself on a rather bare 
limestone plateau, near the hamlet of 
Cadine (1,614'). To the rt.lies Terlago 
(1,487'), with a small lake scarcely seen 
from the road. Descending westward 
over undulating rocky slopes the road 
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glance at a good map will show that the 
Adjoining mountains are disposed in 
parallel ridges, with minor undulations 
all running from NNE. to SSW., of 
which general type Monte Baldo is the 
bast known specimen. The range im- 
mediately W. of Yezzuno is the Monte 
Gasza (6,(180, whose uppermost por- 



tion forms a broad plateao, extending 
southward to the opening of the Sarea 
defile, and northward to the opening of 
ValdiNon. The traveller who makes 
the ascent will be well rewarded for his 
trouble, if he extend his walk far enough 
to reach the verge of the steep slope 
overlooking the blue waters of the lake 
of Molveno, backed by the noble pinnacles 
of the Brenta Alts, He may then turn 
southward, and descend by Ranzo to 
Castol Toblino. Sw % 40, Etc. H. A 
guide is scarcely needed for this walk. 
Another eacursion may be made to Cave- 
dim (1,734'), a village lying in a small 
lateral glen (a fold in the limestone 
strata), parallel to the valley of the 
Sarca. It is close to the foot of the 
Orto d'Abram which may be more easily 
ascended from hence than from Trent, 
About half-way between Vexzano and 
Cavedine the ruined castle of Madrutzo 
(1.797*) crowns a projecting rock. It was 
once the seat of a powerful and wealthy 
family, and one of the finest castles in 
S. Tyrol. It is said chat thstpresent 
owner, a Genoese nobleman, has not 
Only allowed it to fall to ruin, bnt ac- 
tually sold the carved stones remaining 
in the building. The pedestrian, bound 
to Biva from the upper part of the 
Adige valley, may avoid Trent, and 



from Mezzo Lombard 
village overlooking the Adige opposite 
to Lavis (Bte. A). Thence the track, 
passing soma very small lakes, keeps to 
the W. of Terlago, and descends to Vet- 
zano. This walk would be of interest 
to the geologist as he passes over the 
course which (as is now believed) was 
once followed by one branch of the great 
glacier of the Adige. From VessHUotho 
road descends rapidly to the Late of 
lbblino. This is an extremely pictur- 
esque little sheet of water, 788 ft, shove 
the sea-level, with an ancient castle 
(Gattri Toblino) now one of the numer- 
ous possessions of Count Wolkenstein. 
The castle stands on a little rocky island 
united to the shore by a eanseway. A 
strong, bnt rather sweet, white wins of 
good flavour is mads in this neighbour" 



hood from grapes that are let to hung 
on the vine till mid-winter. It coats on 
the spot about 1 florin a bottle. Close 
to the castle mounts the path to Ranzo, 
by which the traveller ma; reach the 
beautiful Lake of Molveno (j 40, Rte. 
H). Very soon after leaving tha S. end 
of the lake the road from Trent joins 
the very remarkable road issuing from 
the defile of the Sarca, which is described 
in § 40, Rte. D. The group of houses 
with a very poor ceteria, about 200 yds. 
from tho junction of the two roads, is 
called Le Snrche. Here passes the 
country diligence which plies daily to 
Tione in Giudicaria. Although it is 
only at this point that the valley is 
traversed by a considerable stream, it is 
clear that the road from Vezzano to Le 
Harche, and thence to Riva, as well as 
the above-mentioned path from Zam- 
bano to Vezzano, lie in what is orogra- 
phically the southern prolongation of 
the valley of the Adige ; as the Monte 
Garaa, and the mountain W. of Dro, are 
tins prolongation of the range of the 
Mendola. 

For soma miles below Le Sarche the 
valley presents an alternation of rich 
cultivation with scenes of barren ruin. 
Several considerable bergfalls, one of 
them on the grandest scale, appear to 
have occurred in this valley; but the 
present position of some huge blocks 
may perhaps be better accounted for by 
glacial agency. For a distance of seve- 
ral mites the stream uniting the Lake 
of Toblino with another small lake in 
the main valley is divided from the 
Sana by a low rocky ridge parallel to 
the stream. The ridge c= the rt. pre- 
sents aicuriout appearance as the strata 
are tilted at a high angle, with a sterp 
uniform slope towards the Sarca. At 
One point the seemingly impracticable 
slope is enrmonnted by a goat track. 
After passing Drb (403'), a large village 
with no decent inn, the valley, though 
■till narrow, i a more richly cult i rated, and 
the olive, bo rarely grown with success 
in the north of Italy, becomes a prevail- 
ing tree. Passing under the precipitous 
osstle-rock, the road, which has con- 



stantly kept to the rt. bank of the Sarca, 

Area, a email town, only 301 ft. above 

tremely bold promontory that once rose 
above the head of the lake of Oarda 
before the space (about 3 m. in length) 
eitending hence to the present shore was 
tilled up by tho deposits of the Sarca. 
The rock, which rises 600 ft, above the 
plain, is crowned by the towers of the 
CaettUo di Area, the original seat of * 
powerful family that, throughout the 
contests between the Emperors and the 
Venetian Republic, always took the side 
of Germany, and whose modern repre- 
sentatives have large possessions in 
Austria and Bavaria. 

The level tract extending hence to the 1 
shore of the lake is famous for its ex- 
traordinary fertility, and the mildness 
of its climate. In few places north of 
the Apennines is the olive cultivated to 
so much advantage, and many other 
plants that do not bear the climate of 
the plain here flourish luxuriantly. The 
only scourge of the agriculturist here is 
one unfortunately too common along tb« 
southern base of the Alpine chain. 
Hailstorms of short duration, hut ex- 
treme violence, are not unfrequentduring 
the summer months, and often effect an 
incredible amount of damage in the 
course of a few minutes. With refer- 
ence to recent controversies as to the 
origin of Alpine lakes, the geologist will 
not fail to note the position of the 
Monte Brume (1,225'), a detached rocky 
hill of nummulitie limestone, rising in 
the middle of the broad valley close to 
thepresentshoreof thelako. The Sarca 
flows into the lake through a broad 
opening on the E. side of this eminence ; 
Mile the Varrone, and two minor 
streams from the mountains N. of Riva, 
reach the lake on tlm opposite side. As 
the maximum force of the advancing 
glacier, which once filled the basin of 
the lake must have been eierted against 
this obstacle, it may be asked how the 
glacier failed to remove it altogether, if 
it be true that we owe to this agent the 
of the entire lake-basin. 
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At the E. foot of the Monte Oro, 
whose grand crags of limestone, rising 
tier over tier, defend it from the after- 
noon sun, stands the town of 

Biva (Inns ; Sole, good and beauti- 
fully situated; Giaidino, much im- 
proved, comfortable and reasonable), 
without question one of the most at- 
tractive of the many beautiful places to 
be found on the Italian lakes. Too hot 
for most Englishmen in the height of 
summer, it is a delightful stopping- 
place in spring and autumn, and a 
milder winter residence than most of 
those frequented by foreigners in Italy. 



excursions, it is at least equal to any of 
those places. Most of these have been 
described in J 40 (see Alpine Guide, 
vol. ii), and it will be sufficient to say 
here that no traveller should omit to 
visit the charming Lako of Ledro, re- 
turning, if possible, by moonlight — see 
| 40, fit* E. A longer excursion, also 
practicable in a light carriage, is to go 
to Tione by the valley of the Sarca, and 
return by Condino, Storo, and Val di 

It may be necessary to repeat the 
caution given in a preceding volume 
against the overcharges of the post- 
master at Riva. Carriages may usually 
be hired from other persons in the town. 
The botanist may gather near the town 
many southern species, rarely seen bo 
near the high Alps. Amongst those 
may be named Bcseda pAyleuma, Cy- 
tieut argenteas, Ononu L'Mumna, Con- 
volvulus eantabrica, Piptathemm utulti- 
fiorttm, and especially the evergreen oak 
— -Querela llix — which extends as a 
stunted bush as far north as the slopes 
above Castel Toblino. Valiianeria spira- 
lis is seen in the waters of the lake near 
the town ; and among other local species 
may be named Moekringia Point and 
Euphorbia moatntit. 



The traveller wishing to take advan- 
tage of the omnibus, which plies twice 
a day in connection with the rly. trains, 
should take a ticket from Hoveredo to 
the Mori station, rather mors than 3 on. 
distant from the town; but, unless he 
can secure a place in the coupe, he will 
see little of the beautiful sceneiy. It is 
a securer course to engage a small car- 
riage at Roveredo, which will convey 
him in about 3 bra. to Biva. This road 
traverses a deep cut in the range that 
extends along the W. side of the Adige 
from near Lavis to the plateau of Ri- 
voli, the summit of the pass being only 
about 300 ft. above the bridge over the 
Adige near the rly. station of Mori. 
After crossing this bridge, the road 
leaves Ravatnm* to the rt, and ascends 

ry slightly to the larger village of 



Monte Baldo on the 1. from the range 
to the rt. that culminates in the Orto 
d'Abram. Unlike most passes of the 
same character, this is not a cleft be- 
tween steep impending rocks. Com- 
paratively gentle slopes, covered with 
the richest verdure, with just enough of 
crag to add picturesque effect to the 
scenery, rise on either hand ; and the 
road is carried, nearly at a dead level. 
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through a succession of gardens and 
fields, where the mulberry, vine, and 
maize are the prevailing crops. The 
pedestrian who would wander from the 
direct road will find paths leading to 
numerous Tillages, nestling in sheltered 
recesses of the mountains on the rt. 
hand, and extending upwards to more 
than 3,000 ft. above the sea. On the 
opposite side a track leads to Bren- 
tonico (Rte. F). 

Following the carriage-road the tra- 
veller before long reaches the charming 
little Lake o/ Loppto, in a glen of minia- 
ture dimensions, bat exquisite in all its 
details. The road passes along its 
southern shore, fringed with reeds, 
sedges, and Cladiwta Maritout, and 
mounts the low ridge that encloses it 
on the W. side, when the summit level 
is reached about 200 ft. (• 77 ft.' Sciura- 
bach — but there must be some error) 
abova the level of the lake of Loppio. 
The view towards the valley of the 
Sarco and the lake of Garda is not at 
once gained in its full beauty. To en- 
joy these to perfection the traveller 
must pass the village of Hugo, and 
reach ihe verge of the slope immediately 
overhanging the valley. At this point 
the pass is guarded by an Austrian fort, 
and the road is made to pass through 
one of its outworks. With surprise, 
the traveller, who has forgotten that 
the level of the Adige is fully 300 ft. 
above that of the Sarca, finds himself 
at a relatively great height above the 
latter stream, overlooking the point 
where it is lost in the blue waters of 
the lake of Garda. The road turns 
sharply to the 1., and descends diago- 
nally the steep face of the rocky slope, 
whose bare strata dip at a high angle 
towards the lake and the valley of the 
Sarcs. At the foot of the descent is 
TgrhoU, a poor fishing village, sur- 
rounded by olive tress, and commanding 
a beautiful view. Additional interest 
is given to the road leading from the 
Adige to this spot when we recollect the 
extraordinary feat achieved in 1 430 by 
the Venetian engineers, who, in three 
weeks, conveyed a flotilla, including 
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5 large galleys, and 25 smaller vessels, 
from the Adige to the Lake of Garda, 
across this pass, to contest the mastery 
of the lake with the Milanese under 
Filippo Maria Visconti. Alouga cause- 
way constructed for the occasion, the 
galleys were drawn to the lake of Lop- 
pio, then floated to its farther end, and 
dragged up the steep incline to the 
summit of the pass by harnessing from 
200 to 300 oxen to each galley. Not 
less difficult was the descent to Torbole ; 
bat all obstacles were overcome, and 
the flotilla was launched upon the lake, 
only to be almost completely destroyed 
in tile following November by the su- 
perior daring of the Milanese com- 
mander. The Venetians then learned, 
however, the strategic importance of 
the possession of the Lake of Garda, 
which seems to have been forgotten by 
the Italians in their recent campaigns. 
They constructed a new flotilla at Tor- 
bole, and in the following spring gained 
a decisive victory over their Milanese 
antagonists, which secured the control 
of the lake during the remainder of, the 

The road from Riva to Torbole runs 
close to the lake shore, passing under 
the Monte Brione, where the Austrian! 
have built a fort armed with heavy guns 
that defend the approach to Riva from 
the side of the lake. After crossing 
the stream of the Vsrrone the road 
reaches that town. See last Rte. 
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.nt the lake expands into a nearly 
Route D. circular basin, about 12 m. in diameter, 

which is partly divided by the long low 
promontory of Sermione, extending from 
the S. shore between Peschiera and De- 
senzano. This southern portion of the 
lake is not confined within harriers of 
rock aa are most Alpine lakes. The 
comparatively low hills that circlo round 
its margin, and extend for many milest 
beyond it, are formed of disintegrated 
materials transported from the interior 
valleysof the neighbouring Alp*. There 
can be no donbt but that they arc the 
remains of the vast moraines of a gla- 
cier that once tilled the bed of the lake, 
possibly modified by the action of the 
sea during a period of subsequent sub- 
mergence. 

The scenery of the lake of Garcia hasj 
not attained nearly so much celebrity 
as that of it* rivals (Como and Mag- 
gtore). This has arisen quite as much 
from the fact that it lies out of the 
beaten track of travellers a* from any 
real inferiority ; and according to the 
disposition and passing mood of the 
traveller, he may be inclined to award 
the palm to one or the other. 
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The unfriendly condition of the po- 
litical relations between Austria and 
Italy has been a chief cause of the 
deficiency in means of communication 
between the N. end of the Lake of 
Oarda, belonging to Tyrol, and the 
southern shores, belonging partly to 
Lorobardy, partly to Venetia. When 
not altogether interrupted, the inter- 
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ently arranged. The hours of sailing 
of the steamers are fixed to suit the 
markets in the towns and villages ou 
the shore, and vary from one day to 
another. It may howerer be expected 
that better provision for travellers will 
now be made. To travel by land, es- 
pecially along the western side of the 
lake, is possible only for an active pe- 
destrian, and would be a stow course, 
owing to the roughness of the ground, 
though doubtless an interesting walk. 

The lake of Oarda is the moet con- 
siderable of the Italian, and one of the 
largest of the Alpine lakes, ranking in 
extent next after those of Constance 
and Geneva. The northern portion, 
about 23 m. in length, is a deep trough 
parallel to all the main valleys of this 
region, lying between the range of Monte 
Baldo and that of the Brescian Alps. 
It widens gradually from a breadth of 
3 m. at its head to nearly 6 m. oppo- 
site the point of S. Vigilio, which forms 
the southernmost prolongation of the 
range of Monte Baldo. South of that 
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trast of the rich vegetation of tho 

them and western shores with the 

■n, and almost menacing, aspect of 

grey ridge of Monte Baldo, is per-. 

___ r s more impressive than any similar 

effect on any of the Alpine lakes. On 

>ne of them does he find in such deli- 

te gradations tho pale grey and brown 
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(lie Sonth. 

The mean height of the lake above th a 
sea-level is but 201 ft, while its depth 
at some points exceeds 900 ft., and 
these, as well as other local conditions, 
have combined to produce the mildest 
climate to be found anywhere near thfc 
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base of the Alpine chain. This remark 
applies especially to the western shore, 
which, as it faces SE., receives the full 
force of the mid-day sun. Reference 
was made in Rte. B to the presence of 
several species of wild plants ne&rRiva, 
that properly belong to the Flora of 
central Italy, but the most significant 
fact in regard to vegetation is the cul- 
tivation of lemons and citrons on a 
large scale. This had already grown to 
importance at the end of the sixteenth 
century, and still supplies a local trade 
of some extent. It 5b true that the cul- 
tivation requires special precautions. 
The trees are grown in narrow plots of 
ground, each of which is enclosed hy a 
high slone wall, except on the S. side. 
With the help of marble pillars, stand- 
ing at intervals, the whole space is co- 
vered over during three or four winter 
months with a light covering of matted 
reeds ; and in case of severe frost, 
which is of rare occurrence, fires are 
lighted to protect the plants. 

In the present route we proceed to 
notice the chief places on the W. shore 
of the lake. 

Until the completion of the very 
remarkable road from Rita to Val 
di Lodro, mentioned in J 40, Rte E, 
the precipitous shore of the lake be- 
tween that town and the waterfall of 
lb absolutely impassable ; and 
o the waterfall could approach 
it only by boat. South of Ponal the 
mountains still rise very steeply above 
the lake, but there are several practi- 
cable paths leading across the frontier 
between Italy and Tyrol. The more 
frequented of these is by Prcgcuma, a 
village near to which, as the writer is 
informed, there is a considerable de- 
posit of erratic blocks, probably consist- 
ing of the peculiar granite of the Ada- 
mello group. The first considerable 
village on the Lombard shore is 

Limone, which derives Its name from 
the extensive cultivation of lemons, here 
first Been on a large scale by the travel- 
ler arriving from the N. As the steamer 
coasts along the shore, many a village 
and scattered villa is seen on Che steep 
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slopes, adding life and variety to the 
scenery. The village of 

Tremoeme stands conspicuous on a 
shelf of rock, whence a steep path de- 
scends to the beach. After passing tile 
mouth of the Campions torrent, which 
has borne a pile of debris into the lake, 
the chore becomes Ires steep, and a 
tolemble path is carried along, at no 
greal distance from the lake, as far as 

Gargnaaa, a village which suffered 
rather severely from the fire of the 
Austrian steamers during the last cam- 
paign. The track extending hence to 
S.1I0, being the warmest and most shel- 
tered portion of the lake-shore, is locally 
known ae La Riviera. It is one con- 
tinuous garden, in which lemons and 
citrons give place at intervals to figs, 
grapes, mulberries, olives, pomegra- 
nates, and laurel trees, and to the 
gardens and pleasure-grounds that sur- 
round the villas of proprietors. A level 
and tolerably good road extends along 
this part of the shore. One of the 
finest villas, seen some way S. of Garg- 
un.no, belongs to Count Bettoni. A low 
promontory ia now seen to stretch out 
into the lake. Tbu is a considerable 
delta formed by the Toscols.no torrent 
which drains Val Testino, Val Tosco- 
lano, and some tributary glens. On tlu- 
KE. side of the delta is the considerable, 
village of 

ToKolano, with a poor but bearable 
inn. This is a place of great antiquity, 
whose former importance as a mart for 
the neighbouring district is attested bj 
many Roman remains. It possesses a 
considerable paper-mill, which has been 
worked for at least two centuries and a 
half, besides some other industrial 
establishments. On the opposite or 
SW. side of the delta, about I m. from 
Toscolano, is 

Maderno, at one time considered the 
chief place on the lake. It still con- 
tains many stately houses. Passing 
Gordons, not to be confounded with. 
the place so named in Val Trompia 
(| 39, Rte. I), tbe traveller reaches 

Soli (Inn : Gambaro, very fair), a 
beautifully situated town, which will 
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doubtless be frequented when better 
known to travellers. It lies at the W. 
end of a deep bay, surrounded with 
gardens and plantations of oranges and 
lemons, and there are probably fair 
spots in the N. of Italy that enjoy so 
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screened from the northern winds by a 
comparatively high mountain mass, of 
which the chief summit is the Monte 



Pizzocoto, 



conspicu 



n all dist 



a of the 

neighbourhood of Verona. It is more 
easily accessible from this side than 
from Toscolano. A carriage-road leads 
from SalA in little more than two miles 
to the valley of the Chiese, through 
whieb runs the road mentioned in | 40, 
Rte. A, leading in one direction to 
Brescia, and in the other to the Lake 
of Iiiro, and to the chief scenes of Gari- 
baldi's late unsuccessful campaign. 

On quitting Said, the steamer is 
steered due E. to round a promontory 



San Biagio. The S. and SW. shores 
of the lake abound in memorials of 
the past. Pagan temples, Christian 
churches, and modern villas, have in 
succession occupied the most attractive 
sites. On the last-named islet once 
Stood a temple to Jupiter ; and another, 
dedicated to Minerva, adorned the 
neighbouring headland that has pre- 
served the name Manetbe. Steering a 
little W. Of S., the traveller now enters 
the broad basin that forms the south- 
ern division of the lake. It is a nearly 
circular sheet of water, partially divided 
by the long low proninntory of Ser- 
niom. Few spots in the neighbour- 
hood of the Alps are richer in histori- 
cal associations. Serminne, already in 
Soman times a favourite resort, was 
visited by Julius Cajeiir, and was the 
chosen residence of Catullus ; some re- 
mains of Roman buildings being still, 
with little or no warrant, called the 
poet's villa. A castle was erected hero 
l> the time of Charlemagne; and Ansa, 
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the wife of King Dcsiderius, built a 
monastery, and the church of Situ Sal- 
vatore, part of which still exists. Early 
in the fourteenth century arose the 
church of San Pietro, said to contain 
nteresting frescoes, and about the same 
ime one of the Scaligers erected what 
s still known as the Castello Nuovo. 
and dug a trench, whereby to convert 
the point of the peninsula into an 

At the SW. corner of the lake the 
traveller lands at 

Damtano (Inns : Vittoria ; Albergo 
Mayer; both on the lake, and com- 
manding a fine view; Aquila), a small 
town whereat travellers often stopped 
when the frontier between Austria and 
Italy lay between this and Peschiera. 
From the railway station, on the main 
line between Milan and Venice, a wider 
view of the lake is gained than from, 
the town itself. 




It is impossible to conceive a mora 
marked contrast than that afforded by 
the opposite shores of tha Lake of" 
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Garila throughout the distance of about 
•28 m. from Biva to the point of San 
Yigilio. On the one side nothing can 
be more varied than the farm of the 
ground ; and the union of rich cultiva- 
tion with a luxuriant growth of wild 
flowers and shrubs gives softness to the 
scenery. On the B. shore the peculiar 
structure of the range of Monte Baldo 
produces the effect of stem monotony. 
As seen from a. distance this is some- 
what dreary and uninteresting ; but a 
Dearer view, such as may be gained 
from the steamer following this shore, 
rewards the traveller by its quite pecu- 
liar characteristics. The mountain 
range may be described as mainly 
formed of enormous superposed flags of 
limestone which have been tilted up 
at a high angle, with little or no lateral 
disturbance. In many places the strata, 
lying in unbroken beds, dtp down from 
a height of several thousand feet to the 
water's edge without visible break or 
interruption. Making allowance for the 
slight irregularities of the topmost 
ridge, the mountain may be likened to a 
long range of raedifeval roofing covered 
with slates or flags, each of which 
measures a quarter, or even half the 
height of the roof. On these bare sur- 
faces little or no vegetable soil has been 
able to cling, and it is only at intervals, 
where some torrent has cut a ravine, 
and borne down some detritus to the 
shore, that a little ground available for 
cultivation has been obtained. 

For several miles no habitations are 
seen on these stern slopes, and but one 
small hamlet is passed until the tra- 
veller roaches 

Malceaine, a rather largevillage built 
on soil brought down by one of the 
most considerable torrents that drain 
this face of Monte Baldo. It was long 
the head-quarters of the Venetians, and 
has a high square tower erected for the 
defence of its little harbour. Several 
small villages, each surrounded by an 
oasis of rich vegetation contrasting with 
the barren rock around, are seen at 
intervals of two or three miles, and the 
meky islet of Trtmekmc is passed before 



the steamer touches CaeUlletto. Here 
the range begins to subside towards the 
south. The slopes are less steep, and 
' ins to assert its predon ' 
e barren rock. The ti 



Torri, wbepee it is an easy walk to 
Caprino, and the Madonna della Corona. 
(See next Bte.). About 3 m. S. of Torn 
the rocks farming the farthest prolonga- 
tion of the Baldo range subside into the 
lake at the point, of San Vigilio. Th» 
view from hence is justly celebrated as 
one of the finest on the lake, command- 
ing the entire southern basin, and a 
great part of the northern and mora 
Alpine portion of its shores. A stately 
villa and several gardens nestle on the 
sheltered side of the promontory. Here, 
as well as at some other points of the 
shore, the' Oleander (Nerium Oleander) 
has become wild upon the rocks and 
steep slopes* After rounding the point, 
the steamer follows the shore due E. to 
Garda, a small village, though it has 
given its name to the lake. It rivals 
Salo for the warmth of its climate, and 
the luxuriance of the gardens that, at 
frequent intervals, are seen along th« 
shore. The ancient towers and battle- 
ments that surround the rather larger 
village of Bardoiina give it an air of 
importance to which the interior scarcely 
corresponds. Still more picturesque is 
the aspect of Lottie. Its castle, erected 
by one of the later Scaligers, is still in 
tolerable preservation, and the campa- 
nile of the principal church is a good 
specimen of Italian Gothic. Near to 
this village have been gathered Anemone 
coronaria and Ihypis eyinosa, two spe- 
cies of southern plants not seen else- 
where in the neighbourhood of the Alps. 
Many villas of the Veronese aristocracy 
are seen along this part of the lake 
shore. One of the largest is that of 
Cola, some way from the lake to the S. 
of litsize, belonging to Count Minis- 
calchi, well known as an Arabic scholar, 
and as a distinguished member of tha 
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IraBsn Senate. From lasiie the BWamer 

: Pcuchiera (no good inn, but a tolerable 
restaurant near die landing place), a 
■nail town, at the extreme S. end of 
the lake, where the Mincio commences 
its sluggish course through the plain 
that extends hence to the banks of the 
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and weakest of the fortresses of the 
fiunous quadrilateral ; lint since that 
date all the surrounding eminences were 
crowned by detached forts built at a 
heavy cost by the Austrian government. 
The botanist who hae.a few minntas to 
■pare before proceeding to the railway 
station may gather Naian major, Senrcio 
paludosut, and some other interesting 
plants close to the binding place of the 



The name Monte BaMo is applied 
eolleclivelv to the mountainous range 
that divides the Lake of Oarda from 
the valley of the Adige. This fitly re- 
ceives a common appellation, for al- 
though the higheT summits lie in a 
ridge about 12 m. in length, they are 
not separated by any considerable de- 
pression, and the entire- mass shows 
remarkable uniformity of structure. The 
four moat conspicuous summits reckon- 
lag from N. to 8. ace the Altwsimo 
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di Sago (6 Biff), ««a dtils . FiKtutre 
(6,866'), Monte Maggiort, also called 
la Colma (7.212 1 ), and Cottabella (about 
7,000'). The second and third of thuxa 
summits may be scaled directly from 
the lake shore at Malcesirie ; but the 
finest views are gained from the Altis- 
simo di Nago, which is most conveni- 
ently reached from Brentonico, or from 
CoBtabella, best visited from Spiaxxi. 
The ordinary tourist may "wall be satis- 
fied with one of these excursions, but 
the naturalist will do well to devota 
at least two or three days to making a 
fuller acquaintance with thii famous 

It has long, been celebrated as a 
sort of natural botanic garden, where 
may be found many of the rarest 
plants of the Eastern Alps ; and pince 
Pona published in 1617 his 'Monte 
Baldo Descritto,' successive genera- 
tions of botanists have resorted hither. 
It appears, however, that within the 
present century ssveral of the rarer 
species have been nearly extirpated, 
in Consequence of the increase of rhct-p 
and goats, but the traveller who visits 
the mountain in the early summer is 
still sure of an abundant harvest. The 
following list, including only the rarer 
species, may interest the botanical tra- 
veller. Ranunculus rulafolivs and if. 
Thorn, Itopyrum thaHetroidte, Delphi- 
nium rlatum, Poonia aficatalis. Pap- 
aver pyrmaicmt, Arahis taxatHU and 
A. pumila, Ptlrocrdiit pyrenawa, Alsine 
avstriaca, MoeKrirtqia iW, Linttm eif 
attain and /,. Narbonente. Geranium 
argenttum, Acer montpaadamim, fly- 
tisus radialus and G. purpureas, Vtaa 
orobaidet, PotmtiHa niiida, Aremonia 
agrmonioidei, Satifraga etatior, 8. te- 
doides and S. pelraa, Ptychotis hetero- 
phyUa, Athamanta Matthioli (T), Ligtts- 
ticum Segvieri, Heracleum pottiniarttm, 
Moloposperm»m cieutariitm, Homogyft 
discolor, Ptarmxa Clapena and PI. oxy- 
lalia, Boronicum aastriacum , Semfwa 
Rhaponticum, Phyttvma comtwm. Cam- 
panula afpina and fl. pttrtra (Modem a 
deUa Corona), Prrderota Bonarota,Prdi- 
calarit fateietdata, P. aortitis and P, 
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Qreala, Printula specfaWHs, 
PirfSrWts, SipAoriia carnwlka and £ 
Hinxiwu, &&r Pontederana, Limodo- 
njnaiortieKm,Ert/tAronium Dnu casts, 
V w mt mm nigrum,- Carex holdout* and 
C. gynobosix. Arena te mp ernrtm, and 
-isp/aniim Ifailcri. 

The geologist will also find ample 
occupation in examining the structure 
of this mountain. Reference has been 
made hi the last Hu. to the remarkable 
regularity with which the strati! on the 
W. aide flrj> towards the Lake of Garda. 
The opposite aide of the range, facing 
the valley of the Adige, presents a re- 
markable contract. The upturned edges 
-of the strata on this aide have been 
carved into the most varied forma by 
<erosive agency, and perpendicular faces 
-of rock alternate with richly wooded 
slopes or green pasture. Speaking ge- 
nerally, the outer range of heights that 
rises immediately above the rt bant of 
the Adige is separated from the main 
ridge by an undulating broken plateau. 
The water* of the plateau, and the sur- 
rounding heights, flow at first in depres- 
sions parallel to the general direction 
of the ridge, and finally make their 
way to the Adrge through deep ravines 
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i igneous 
rocks (basalt?) are seen to protrude 
through the overlying strata. A deposit 
of lignite is found at the N. end of the 
ridge near the hamlet of Soma. 

A visit to the chief objects of in- 
terest on the mountain may easily be 
made by a traveller, bound from U<>- 
veredo to Verona or Brescia, or vice 
verm, but the traveller who does not 
follow the course here suggested may 
visit the Madonna della Corona from 
the Peri station on the rly. between 
Botzeu and Verona (Hte. A), or 
ascend one or other of the highest 
summits from Maleesiue on the Lake 
of Cards (Rte. E). Probably the most 
interesting routs for approaching the 
mountain, at least in point of sce- 
nery, is to ascend from Avio (Rte. A) 
along the Avians torrent, but tbo tra- 



veller taking that course must prepare 
to pass the night in a chalet. 

The most convenient way for the tra- 
veller willing to devote two or three 
days to the mountain is to leave the 
rly. at the Mori station, a short way 8. 
of Boveredo, and quit the carriage-road 
at the village of that name. A slight 
ascent leads to 

Tiemo .(703'), whence a mule path 

Brentenieo (2,261'). A village pictu- 
resquely placed on a spur of the moun- 
tain, reached in 2 hrs, from Mori. Ac- 
commodation for the night (very poorf ) 
and guides may be found here ; and if 
weather be favourable, the traveller will 
do well to ascend on the same day the 
northernmost summit of the mountain 
— AUiuimo di t/ago (6,8160. The vie* 
is of a very high order, though it does not 
overlook so Urge a part of the lake as 
Costabella, the southernmost peak. 
From the summit the frontier between 
Italy and Tyrol runs down to the lake, 
crosses to the west shore, and thence 
extends westward to the Monte Tre* 
malzo. In the opposite direction it 
is carried along the topmost ridge of 
Moots Baldo as far as the summit of 
Monte Maggiore, leaving the W. slope 
to Italy, and the E. slope to TyroL 
From Monte Maggiore it again turns 
eastwsrd, and descends to the Adige 
with no apparent regard to the eon- 
formation of the ground. From the 
peak of the Altissimo it is quite prac- 
ticable to follow the watershed, and on 
the same day reach the summit of tlie 
Cima dtih Fintatri (6.8SS'). From 
the latter a steep goat-path leads down 
to Malccaine. Most travellers will pre- 
fer to return from the Altissimo tv 
Iirentonico, and on the following day 
ascend the Monte Magfpore (7,212'), or 
else follow a track that costts along the 
higher ridge of the mountain, ana will 
lead him by Ferrara to the Madonna 
della Corona and Spi.zzi. Tbevritar 
has ascended only one of the higher 
peaks — Costabella — but, has retained a, 
Strai'g impression, thjt besides the fn'ir 
fiumiuitf here. named, there ii a fift^ 
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•which approaches very near the height 
of the Monte Maggiore. Whatever 
course the traveller may lake, he should 
»ot omit a visit to the sanctuary of the 
Madonna ddla Corona (2,547'), one of 
the moat famous and moat curious of 
its kind. It is, however, beat Been by 
those who ascend from Braitina, a 
small village on the it. bank of thi 
Adigu, a little below Peri. Here i 
torrent descends into the main valley 
from a deep hollow in the mountain. 
According to the legend, immediately 
after the taking of Rhodes by the 
Turks in 1622, a bright light was re- 
peatedly seen by night on the face ol 
the .perpendicular wall of rock that 
rises on the W. aide of this hollow. 
Whan the spot was at length r« 
by shepherds, who, by ropes, wer 
down the face of the precipice, I 
mculora image of the Madonna, 
yiously preserved in a church at Rhodes, 
■was found on an inaccessible ledge of 
lock. After being more than once re- 
moved to a neighbouring church, it as 
often disappeared, and was again found 
at the same spot. Yielding to the ii 
tarnation thus plainly given, the people 
hewed a hollow opening in the face -* 
the precipice, which was consecrated 
a chapel; and constructed .a pathway 
partly eut into the rock, partly sup- 
ported on props, which has ever since 
been the freqnent resort of pilgrims, es- 
peciallyon the 16th August, and on other 
armiverswriea. The pathway is carried 
by 676 steps hewn in the rock to the 
summit of the precipice above the 
sanctuary, and on reaching the top, the 
traveller seta foot on the plateau of 
Monte Baldo, where it begins to slope 
downwards towarda the plain country. 
At thia spot, called Bpiiaii, are a few 
houses, of which the largest is an inn, 
where the traveller finds very tolerable 
onarters, except at times when it is 
overcrowded with pilgrims. He enjoys 
a striking scene when, on opening his 
eyes with the earliest light of day, he 
teas the bine outline of the Apennme, 
at least 90 rn. distant, rising beyond 
tiut vast expanse of the valley cf the 



Po. On the face of the rocks near the 
sanctuary, the botanist will not nail to 
remark a very singular species of Cam- 
panula (C. pflrtzu), for which thia wasj 
long the onlv known habitat. It hsia 
since been detected in two or threa 
stations of the same character, in the 
neighbouring valleys N. of Verona, and 
in the Basses Alpes near Draguignan. 

A road, recently much improved, 
descends from Spiazzi to Cayrino(883'), 
— several inns, best is Colombo. d'Oro — 
whence it is easy to reach Garda or 
'1'orri. See last Etc On certain fixed 
days the lakc-stsamar touches at both, 
places, but if bound for the W. shorn 
the traveller may best hire a boat at 
Tom to convey him to Toscolano, Ma- 
demo, or Sali. If bound for Verona, 
the most interesting course is to go 
from Spiazzi to the plateau of Rivoli, 
and thence descend to the rly. station 
at Ceraino (Rte. A). The complete 
semicircle of low hills that surrounds 
the plateau of Rivoli is formed by the 
moraines of the former glacier of the 
Adige, which did not extend nearly so 
for southward as that of the TjAo of 
Garda, hut rose to a greater height on. 
the E. flank of Monte Baldo than did 
the greater ice-stream tin the oppooita 
slope of the same mountain. 
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RECOABO J) 1 STRICT. 

Ik the last section the reader has fol- 
lowed the course of the Adige from its 

junction with the Eisock at Botzen to 
its entrance into the plain of Venetia 
near Verona. With slight irregulari- 
ties its course is parallel to that of the 
Monte Baldo, the Lake of Cards, and 
the main valleys of Lombardy. To the 
E. of the Adige no such parallelism is 
to be found ; and whether the traveller 
follow the course of the chief rivers — 
such as the Brenta, Piave, Tagliomento, 
and Isonzo — or of the minor streams 
that descend into the plain, he finds 
little if any trace of the relation be- 
tween the direction of the main valleys 
and that of the mountain ranges which 
is elsewhere traceable in the Alps. It 
will he seen, for instance, that the lakes 
which form the principal sources of the 
Brents, lie very near to the city of 
Treat; but as the course of the stream 
is at first eastward, gradually turning 
towards the S., and after some consider- 
able zigzags finally entering the plain 
at Bassano, an extensive tract of moun- 
' tain country is included between the 
Breata and the Adige. It is this tract 
which is to be described in the present 
section. A few short valleys carry in- 
considerable torrents to join the Adige 
and the Brenta, and the larger portion 
of the drainage of the district flows into 
the plain of Venetia through theAstico, 
the Timonchio, and the Agno, with other 
lesa important torrents. Nothing can 
be more irregular than the disposition 
of the mountain masses and the direc- 
tion of the valleys, and in regard to the 
views of those geologists who are in- 
clined to refer the modelling of moon- 
tain countries almost exclusively to 



parutive order prevails in the arrange- 
ment of ridge and valley. 
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to a great height (Cima delle Dodiei 
(7,851'), Monte Pasubio (7,326'), Cima 
di Poata (7,5*7')), their forms are usu- 
ally very bold, and the scenery of most 
of the valleys offers great beauty and 
variety. Some of the latter are very 
deep, but there is a marked tendency 
to the plateau formation throughout this 
district, and this is exhibited on a large 
scale in the singular tract known as the 
Sette Comuni. The district is most 
easily approached from the N., by the 
carriage-road from Koveredo to Vicensa, 
which divides it into two nearly equal 
portions ; but the other paths leading 
this way from S. Tyrol into Italy are 
rough, and for the most part fit-only 
for pedestrians. The natural centre of 
this district for tourists is found at Re- 
coaro, a watering-place that require* 
only to he more generally known, and 
rather better accommodation, to become 
a favourite resort for strangers, as it 
now is for the upper classes in the ad- 
joining provinces. Fair accommoda- 
tion is also to be found at Asiago, and 
bearable, though rough, quarters may 
be had at Pieve di Val Area, Val dei 
Signori, and other villages where the 
naturalist may be tempted to halt. 
The rood from Trent to Bassano through 
Val Sugaua, and the passes leading 
from the head of that valley to the 
Adige, are not described here, being 
more conveniently reserved fur the next 



be found in this district. In 
many places the triassic and overlying 
secondary strata abound in fossils, while 
the eocene deposits of Monte Bolca have 
supplied the richest and most various 
materials for fossil ichthyology. To 
other deposits of the same age may be 
referred the magnificent vegetable re- 
mains described by the late Prof. Mae- 
solengo, and by Prof. S,. de Visiani of 
the University of Padua, The entire 
district is remarkable for the intrusion 
of igneous rocks in the form of lava, por- 
phyry, and columnar basalt, the latter 
being especially developed in the neigh- 
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Iiourhood of Monte Bolca. The impor- 
tant memoir by Sir 11. Murcbison, ■ On 
the Geological Structure of the Alps, 
the Apennines, and the Carpathians,' 
already referred to in the introduction 
to this work, is not so easily procured 
;is the Italian version also mentioned. 
Tile reader will there find much valuable 
information respecting the structure of 
the Vicentine Alps, with instructive 
sections, some of which were originally 
publishr-d by the name eminent geolo- 
gist in 1820. A more detailed account 
of the district is found in a work by Ma- 
raschiai, entitled ' Saggio Bulla Forma- 
zione dello Roccie Vicentine,' Padova, 
1824.1 and the trareller will find more 
complete and more recent information 
On the neighbourhood of Reco&ro in a 
memoir by Herr Scbauroth, the title of 
which is given in the Introduction. The 
region is classic ground to the geologist, 
having been illustrated in the last cen- 
tury by the writings of Arduini, Fortis, 
and Strange, and in more modern times 
by the writers already cited, and by Mar- 
zari Pen cat i, Haesalongo, and Lodovico 
Pasioi. The last-named eminent geolo- 
gist may probably give to the world a 
mora complete account of this interest- 
ing region than any which has yet 
appeared. The scientific traveller is 
farther referred to Count Caspar v. 
Sternberg's ' Keise durcb. Tyrol in die 
Oestarreichischen Provinaen Italiens.' 
Jtegensburg, 1806, a work containing 
much curious information. 

The continued search for fossils by 
resident geologists, and the visits of 
eminent foreigners, have developed the 
habit uf observing such objects among 
natives of humbler position, and there 
ar^ several men in this district whose 
minute acquaintance with the spots 
where fossils are most easily found is 
of much value to a geological visitor. 
One of these guides, by name Giovanni 
Meneguzzi, is far superior to his col- 
leagues, and from frequent association 
with eminent geologists, has acquired a 
considerable acquaintance with the geo- 
logy of his native province. He lives 
AiMjnteechio Muggiore, near Vicenza, 



and keeps collectione of minerals and 
fossils for sals. An older man, named 
Catalan, lives at Schio; he has less 
education, and his local knowledge does 
not seem to extend far from that place. 



Carriage-road at for light vehicles- An 

The stream of the Leno, which falls 
in to the A d i igc close t o Boveredo, i e formed 
by the union of two torrents that meet 
about 1} m. above the town. The road 
ascends abovo the rt. bank of the main 

paper-mills and other factories, crosses 
the Leno di Terragnolo (as the torrent 
is called that issues from the eastern 
branch of the valley), and then turns 
nearly due S. along the rt. bank of the 
Leno di Vol Area. 

The scenery of Vat Arta, which is 
traversed in all its. length by a road 
completed by th« Austrian* about 1323, 
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{■ very pleasing, especially towards the 
upper end, where it ia enclosed between 
some of the highest summits of the 
Vicentiiie Alps. The road being rough 
and rather flteep. it is necessary to allow 
3 hoars from Roveredo to reach the 
principal village — Pkve di Vol Area 
(2,663')— often called in the valley 
merely la Chiesa. There is here a 
rough bnt tolerable inn, where mules 
may be had by travellers bound for Re- 
coaro (Rte. C). From hence the moun- 
taineer may amend the Oima di Posta 
(7,fl47'), the highest summit in the 
range dividing Val Arsa from Val di 
Ronehi. In the opposite direction, NE. 
of the village, rises the Monte Patubie 
(7,826'), which is accessible by a very 
■tecp goat-tract, but much more easily 
from the side of Terragnolo. It is well 
to observe that the name Pssubio is 
locally given to a projecting point of 
rock, conspicuous from the neighbour- 
hood of Vicensa, which is attainable by 
a steep scramble along the ridge dividing 
Val Area from Val dei Signori ; bat the 
true summit of the mountain, higher by 
some BOO ft, lies some way to NNW., 
and is here called Covdalto, sometimes 
also L' Incudine. All the surrounding 
heights are rich in rare plants. Andro- 
mct HtoHsmtmaiana has been found on 
the Oima di Posts ; Malabaila }{acquetii 
and Cirsium GamiolieUTn on Monte 
Campogroseo, not far from the track to 
Recoaro ; Silent Atpeitru and Primula 
tpeclabilie on Mont a Pasubiu. 

The road to Vicenza avoids Campo 
Silvano (Rte. C), the highest village 
in the valley, and passes on the N. side 
of a bold peak, called Gent/io Alto to 
reach a comparatively low eol — the 
Piano dditFvqat se (4,117') — which here 
marks the boundary between Tyrol and 
Italy, and between the waters of the 
Leno and those of the Timonchio. 

The bars limestone peaks that sur- 
round the head of Val dei Signori have 
a very wild aspect; but the scenery 
rapidly assumes a milder character as 
the traveller descends into the valley. 
On the L hand, a short way below the 
summit of the pass, is seen the opening 



ill 

of Vol di Canale, a short glen of the 
wildest character, enclosed between bare 
limestone rocks, above which towers the 
bold projecting point to which the name 
Monte Pasuliio ia specially applied by 
the inhabitants. Along the face of the 
very steep rocks forming the bead of 
Val di Canale the traveller may some- 
times descry moving objects, and will 
ascertain with surprise that laden mules 
and horses are driven that way from 
Posina (Bte. H). After reaching the 
upper plateau of the Monte Pasubio, 
they descend towards KW, by a tole- 
rably easy track along the ridge of the 
monntsin called Col Santo (6,927'), 
finally attaining the. village of Trem- 
beleno, lying in the fork between the 
two branches of the Leno. 

Through very agreeable scenery the 
road descends from the head of Val dei 
Signori to the principal village, which 
bears the same name. It has a tolerable 
inn. The traveller bound for Recoaro, 
who wishes to reach that place by a still 
easier walk than that from Pieve di Val 
Area over the pass of Campo Grosso, 
may follow the frequented mule-path 
that leads in 2 hrs. to that gay water- 
ing-place from the village of Val dei 
Signori. 

Following the road along the torrent, 
here called Leogra, which, after uniting 
with the lesser stream called Timon- 
ehiello, assumes the name Timonchio, 
the traveller reaches 

Bonn (Inns: Stella, very fair; and 
several of less note), a town 685 ft. 
above the sea-level, whose neat appear- 
ance indicates the presence of an indus- 
trious and thriving population. The 
large factory of cloth and other woollen 
fabrics belonging to Signor Rossi is one 
of the most important in Italy. Signor 
Lodorico Pasini, an eminent member of 
the Italian Senate, best known abroad as 
a geologist, resides here, and his valuable 
collection of minerals and fossils, chiefly 
from the Alps of this district, well de- 
serves the attention of the scientific tra- 
veller. SE. oftlle town rises the Monte 
Sumano (about 4,300*), known to na- 
turalists as a locality for rare plants 
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an J insects. It forms the SE. extremity 
of the range diverging from the Monte 
Pasubio which divides Val dei Signori 
from the valley of the Astico. The 
traveller intending to Tisit the Sette 
Comuni may ascend the Monte Sumano 
from this Bide, and then, after descend- 
ing to Pioveue (Rta. H), reach Asiago 
by the new carriage-road. 
: TheroadfromScbiotoVicenzacrosses 
the torrent from Val dei Signori, which 
hers receives the name TfmMwMo, and 
is carried over a richly cultivated plain 
country to Halo (Rte. D), and thence 
along the base of the hills to 

Vvxnza (Inns: Albergo Torresani, 
near the gate leading to the rly. station, 
an old house with a few large and hand' 
some rooms, the rest very indifferent; 
Stella, of less pretensions and cheaper; 
several others of less repute), A city 
of the second order in point of size and 
wealth, whose buildings may challenge 
comparison with those .of the greatest 
towns of Europe north of the Alps. 
Whether the traveller regards the an- 
cient palaces in the Venetian style, of 
the more modem, but equally stately, 
buildings with which Palladio adorned 
this, his Dative city, he cannot but feel 
admiration for a people that has left 
lorials of the epoch of its 
sparity. Omnibuses run twice 
a Vicenza to Schio, and also 
i ; and once daily to Tiene. 



Nature lias done much to make Ee>- 
coaroone of the moat attractive watering- 
places in the Alps ; and the concourse <rf 
visitors from Venice, Verona, and other 
cities of Northern Italy, affords to th» 
stranger a glimpse of native society, 
widely differing in its easy simplicity 
andslight regard for conventional forms, 
from that of the upper classes in En- 
gland or France. The drawbacks on 
of which the most 



serious is the insufficiency ot 
dation during the crowded season, may 
probably be gradually removed, but 
meantime the place well deserves at 
least a passing visit, and will afford 
interesting occupation to the geologist 
who may be tempted to a longer stay. 

The valley of the Agno, at the head 
of which stands Recoaro, is accessibla 
by carriage-road from three stations on 
the railway from Verona to Venice— 
yicmia, TaverneiU. and MontebtUo. 

travellers arriving from Verona ; but 
it is not always provided with car- 
riages, and the road from the Ta- 
vernelle station is somewhat shorter.. 
The distance from Tavernelle is about 
23 English m.— from Montebello or 
Vicenza about 26 m. 

Diligences ply to and fro, twice s> day 
in summer, from Vicenza and Tavor 
nelle to Recoaro, but a party travelling 
together do better to engage a carriage . 
The tariff, probably not altered since 
the union of Venetia with Italy, was 
as follows, in Austrian florins — equal 
to 2J francs. 



Becnuu to If onubello or Vtcenxa . 
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' For these charges the travellers are 
entitled to the entire vehicle, and the 
driver is not allowed to claim the 
butmamano which he usually receives. 

The roads lending from the three 
places already mentioned unite a short 
way below Oattet Gomberto, where the 
hills begin to close together on either 
tide of the Agno. Numerous largo 
villas belonging to the Vicentina aristo- 
cracy are seen on the heights on either 
hand, and about S m. farther the tra- 
veller reaches 

Valdagno (885'), a small town, the 
chief place in the valley of the Agno, 
With a very fair inn. The chapel of 
Sta. Maria in PanUacco, standing on 
an eminence about 1 m. from the town, 
commands a fine view, but the path is 
rather rough and steep for ladies. Lig- 
nite of fair quality is worked at a spot 
called La Cars dei Pulli, about 2 m. 
from Valdagno, and petroleum is ex- 
tracted from the overlying strata of 
bituminous slate. 

Above Valdagno the valley begins to 

stream of the Agno is contracted be- 
tween the bases of the mountains on 
either hand. The old rough road, con- 
structed in 1817, on the line of the 
ancient mole-track, has been improved, 
and is now good. About half-way to 
Recount is a spot called Nogara, a 
favourite rasort of idle visitors, who 
find means for whiling away the after- 
noon at two neat inns, where entree and 



arbours. The valley now turns nearly 
due W., and about 6 m. above Valdagno 
the road crosses to the 1. bank of the 
stream, and presently enters the village 
Of lit voarti. 

This is built in straggling fashion, 
along the northern slope of the valley, 
there being scarcely any houses 00 the 
Opposite bank, but the chief mineral 
spring issues from the mountain at a 
considerable heighten the S. side of 
the stream, and the group of hotels 
and other buildings round it is scarcely 
■sen from the village. Hence visitors 
to Hecoaro have .to choose between the 



hotels in the village and those at the 
mineral spring, or Fonts Lelia. 

Owing to the shape of the ground, 
space in both places is restricted, the 
rooms in all the hotels are small, and 
lodging comparatively dear. The hotel 
most frequented by the upper class of 
visitors is the Veorhio Albergo Gior- 
getti, close to the Fonts Lelia. Its de- 
ficiencies are numerous, especially as 
regards attendance ; but it is generally 
fail throughout the season, and the 
evening is passed agreeably in a large 
saloon, when the guests are often 
amused by music and dancing. The 
Nqovo Albergo Giorgetti serves to ac- 
commodate guests who do not find room 
in the older houss. The Casino Gotico, 
kept by F. Mareotto, is also close to the 
Fonte Lelia. It is a small house, hat 
perhaps offers better accommodation and 
attendance than its rivals Of the 
hotels in the village the best are Eu- 
ropa, Due Mori, Trettenero, and La 
Posta. Visitors who intend drinking 
the waters usually prefer to lodge near 
the spring, while those who resort hither 
as a centre for excursions will find it 
mors convenient to remain in the vil- 
lage. It must be remembered that the 
place is very full during the months of 
July and August, when it is prudent to 
order rooms in advance. 

The height of the parish church is 
1,502 ft. above the sea, and that of 
the Fonte Lelia 1,678 ft. After cross- 
ing the bridge near the Europe hotel 
the carriage-road and several foot- 
paths begin to ascend the well-planted 
slope, which leads to the principal 
sonrc* which has made the fortune of 
Recoaro. Donkeys are constantly 
standing in the village for the benefit 
of those too delicate or too indolent to 
make the ascent on foot, as well as for 
the longer excursions which form the 
afternoon occupation of visitors. The 
charges for hire are regulated by tariff. 
Besides the Fonts Lelia there are Seve- 
ral other mineral springe in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of Recoaro. The 
most notable of these are the Fonte 
Amnio, whioh ia close to the first, Ml* 
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lie Fonte del Capitcllo, and Fonte del 
Franco, both on the slope of the valley 
above the 1. bunk of the Anpj. All are 
chalybeate springs, containing carbon- 
ate of iron and free carbonic acid. Id 
some cases tbe waters of Foate Lelia, 
which contain a relatively large pro- 
portion of the sulphates of lime 
and magnesia, are leas suitable than 
those of the Capitello or Franco. 
The number of water-drinkers at Ke- 

ceeded 7,000. The beauty of the 
scenery, the agreeable climate, cooler 
by 6° or 7" Fahr. than that of the 
towns in the plain, and the many plea- 
sant excursions to be made in the 
neighbourhood, combine to make this 
a pleasant summer retreat ; but English 
visitors will be apt to complain of the 
accommodation, and especially of the 
arrangements aa to meals. Breakfast 
is almost unknown, being reduced to a 
cup of black coffee, or a bowl of light 
broth; a heavy dinner is eaten at 2 p.m., 
and a supper at 3 p.m. An English 
family, wishing to remain some time 
here, would do well to engage lodgings 
in a private house, of which there are 
many available, and arrange meals to 
suit their own taste. Of many excur- 
sions, the only one practicable in a 
carriage is by the road already de- 
scribed to Mogara and Valdagno. 
About J hr. distant from La Negara is 
a deep cleft in the mountain, called La 
Spaccata, often visited by strangers : 
numerous paths lead in various direc- 
tions from the village, and the donkeys 
of tbe place are used to cany strangers 
up and down the steepest hills. Of the 
shorter excursions, that to the sanctuary 
of Santa Giuliana, returning by the 
mineral spring of the same name, and 
the paths leading westward along the 
Agno towards the bead of the valley, 
are most to be recommended. A some- 
what longer promenade is that to the 
village of Val dsi Signori (Rte.A), also 
called Le Vdli, about 2 hrs. distant. 

A very agreeable walk, especially in- 
teresting to tbe geologist, is that to the 
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Fonte Catnlliana, passing the Tillage of 
RovtgUana. This village stands On the 
ridge that divides tbe valley of the 
Agno from that of the Timonehio (Hte. 
A). Aa unaothenticated tradition affirms 
the former existence of a temple of Diana 
on the site of the present parish church. 
A tolerable path, frequented by donkeys 
and their riders, leads to the top of the 
ridge (about 2,300'?), whence the tra- 
veller overlooks both valleys. To the 
"K. riseeasummit called Monte Cicillina. 
Hereabouts fossils of triassio age are 
very abundant, and in tolerably good 
condition. The path to tbe Fonts Ca- 
lidliana (2,316') lies eastward, along 
the flunk of the Montu Civillina, at 
first descending, then remounting to a 
point on the N. side of the n 

with sulphate c 

salts, is receivea in a reservoir, fin- 
being bottled and sent to • 
V vary few drops suffice for 
most visitors, the taste being nearly 
intolerable. From a point near at 
hand there is a fine view of Schio, 
Tiene, and the plain extending eastward 
to the city of the lagoons. 3 hrs. suffice 
for this excursion, going and returning, 
exclusive of halts. (See Rte. D.) 

The visitors to Kecoaro usually limit 
tbeir efforts in mountaineering to the 
ascent of a projecting point in the ridge 
on tbe 8. side of the village called 
MunU Spitz. Tho ascent (about 1,000 
ft.) usually occupies 1 hr. After ad- 
miring the view, most visitors descend 
by Fongara, and thence follow a path 
that leads in £ hr. to the Spaccata. 
The high-ioad from Valdagno to Re- 
coaro is rejoined at Nogara. 

The mountaineer who may be led to 
spend a few days at this pleasant water- 
ing-place will necessarily be attracted 
by the range of grey craggy peaks that 
close the head of the valley of the 
Agno, and form the most striking ob- 
ject in all the views near Rocoaro. The 
highest summit — Cima di Pasta (7,6*7*) 
— is not (?) visible from this side, and 
is far more conveniently accessible) 
from Val Ann (Etc. A) than from Bm 
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Hiaro. Ladies who ran ride should not 
fail in moke the excursion to Campo 
Grosso (next Rte.). The beauty of the 
vegetation in the early inmmor season 
will amply reward the effort. The bota- 
nist wilt enjoy a pleasant excursion by 
effecting a rather Bleep and rough ascent 
to the ridge immediately N. of the pre- 
cipitous crags conspicuous from Recoaro. 
There is here an unfrequented pasa 
leading to Vn.1 Area — called Patso dtlle 
Bute Seme. The mora frequented way 
is noticed in the next Rte., where there 
is also a notice of the Passo di Lorn, 
which affords the most direct course to 
the traveller who would ascend the Cimu 
di Pasta from Becoaro, 



I. By Campo Gnaio. About 19 m. 

Of the many visitors who come from 
Tyrol to drink the Becoaro waters, 
nearly all arrive by way of Val Arsa. 
Having reached the village of La Fieve 
(lite. A), they commonly engage mules 
or donkeys for the remainder of the 
way. This is an easy and agreeable 
walk of about 3 hra. over the ridge of 
Campo Grosso. The ascent on the Val 
Arsa side is gradual— passing- Campo 
8tf.aa.no, with a tolerable country inn, 
the highest village in that valley — and 
there would be little difficulty in carry- 
ing a road to the summit of the ridge 
(about 4,6W?j; but the descent to- 
wards Becoaro is comparatively steep, 
offering at the same time tine views of 



the head of the Valley of the Aguo. 
The traveller intending to put up in the 
village should follow the track on the 1. 
bank of the Stream ; but if bound for 
the hotels near the Junto Letia, he 
should.choose the path on the it- bank 
and follow a new track leading to his 
destination by an easy and gradual as- 
cent. The pedestrian having time to 
spare may diverge from the ridge to- 
wards the Passo dell* Bnse Score, 
mentioned among the excursions from 
Becoaro, and reach his destination by 
a much steeper path. 

2. By the Pauo ddla Zero. 1 hrs. 
to Ala— -Railway thence to Roversdo. 

Viewing from Becoaro the high dolo- 
mite crags that close the head of the 
valley of the Agno, the traveller will 
observe, a little to the 1. of the higher 
summits, where the ridge subsides in 
height by fully 1,000 ft., a long slope 
of limestone debris extending from top 
to bottom of the mountain, and will be 
surprised to learn that this uninviting 
slope is traversed by a frequented path, 
and is even used at times by beasts of 
burden. Though steep, it is less so 
than it appears to be from a distance ; 
and a well-worn track is carried in 
zigzags up the declivity. It is less dis- 
agreeable to the feet than might be 
expected, but an early start is advisable, 
as the heat of the sun beating on the 
stony surface is oppressive, and trying 
to the eyes. The summit of the pass is 
5,720 ft. in height, according to M."H. 
Wolff. Having attained this point, the 
traveller supposes that he is about to 
descend into one of the tributary valleya 
of the Adige, but if he were unwarily 
to take the path to the I. that leads 
downwards into the head of the valley 
below him, he would be carried due S. 
along the Illasi torrent, through the 
district described in Bte. F. The way 
to Roveredo keeps to the rt. along the 
flank of the m ountain, desce nd ing slightly 
to reach a poor mountain osteria, and 
then reasoends by a short but steep 
climb to the Passo di Bevelto that sepa- 
rates ths head of Val d' Illasi from that 
of Val di Bonehi. Through this latter 
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valley lies the wavto Ala on the Adige. 
The village of Ronchi (2,279') lies on 
the slope high above the it. bank of the 
torrent, bat the shortest way to Ala is 
by die opposite bank. A very steep 
atony track, extremely trying to beasts 
of burden, lead* down to the 'head of 
this picturesque glen, and thenceforward 
fallows the 1. bank of the torrent, partly 
through forest, partly over stony ground 
overgrown by straggling bushes. This 
way is very little frequented, but is on 
the whole more interesting to the pe- 
destrian than that by Val Area. 

On the way between the Passo della 
Lora and that of Revel to, the traveller 
looms on the rt. a sort of gap in the 
mass of dolomitic crags, whose highest 
summit is the Cima di Posta. If the 
writer was not misinformed, this affords 
the most direct way of attaining that 
summit from Hwoaro; bat it is diffi- 
cult to rely on the information given at 
that place as to the higher peaks, which 
Ml to attract the attention of visitors 
« of the inhabitant*. 



geologists that it seems desirable t 
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it under a separate head- 



1. Camogs-road by Mate ami Vat* 
iagno. 32 m. The traveller arriving 
from the H-, and wishing to reach Be- 
coaro by carriage-road, may best take 
the way from Roveredo to Scliio, de- 
scribed in Rte. A, and there hire an- 
other vehicle for Beooaro. The road to 
Vicenia is followed as far as Mala. A 
fairly good country road there turns 
SW., and ascends gently between the 
hills. The direct way to Valdagno liea 
about doe W., but the road following the 
sinuosities of the ground winds nearly 
due S. till it approaches near to Cattii 
Gtmiberto, when it again turns west- 
ward, and joins the post-road to Ea- 
coaro, described in Kte. E. 

2. By Maori and Navalt. 6 or 6 hrs. 
walking, exclusive of halts. In the im- 
portant memoir mentioned in the intro- 
duction to this section, Sir Roderick 
Hnrchison has given an instructive sec- 
tion of the mountain rising W. of Magrs, 
a village lying off the high-road, leas 
than a mile from Schio. The lower 
part of the mountain near the village ia 
formed of grey scaglia — the equivalent 
of our chalk — and in ascending from 
that side the traveller comes in succes- 
sion on the outcrop of the overlying 
strata, which dip gently to the west- 
ward. The upper beds of red and white 
scaglia, containing characteristic fossils, 
are traversed by trap-dykes. These 
alternate with volcanic grit or tufa, and 
as he ascends he finds the latter deposit 
containing nummulitea, and overlaid by 
the nummulitic limestone which is de- 
veloped bo extensively in this part of 
the Alps. It seems evident that the 
tufa beds have been formed from vol- 
canic ejections in inany successive periods 
of eruption during the latter portion of 
the cretaceous epoch, and the commence- 
ment of the eocene epoch. Striking 
across the hills to SW., several spots 
may be seen where eruptive rocks have 
been forced at a still later period 
through the nummulitic limestone. 
Keeping in the same direction, with 
the help of a guide acquainted with the 
locality, the traveller may visit the very 
interesting tertiary beds of the Fmt 



ROUTE E. — MONTEBELLO TO BECOARO. 



drtU FOtm, nearly 1 m. from Novnlo in 
the valley of the Agno. These produce 
a great variety of vegetable remains, of 
which 7* species have been described 
and figured by Professors Visiani and 
Massalongo. The place whence these 
fossils have been extracted is of small 
extent, and is so much covered by vege- 
table soil that it is not easily found. 
Thence it is best to descend to Novate, 
a village on the 1. bank of the Agno, 
about I m. N. of Valdagno (Rte. 3), 
whence the post-road leads to Eecoaro. 
3. By the Vol degli Zuccanti. About 
3£ hrs. At some period subsequent to 
the deposition of the seaglia limestone, 
which is the geological equivalent of 
our chalk, a vast mass of igneous rock, 
of that variety of porphyry called py- 
roxene, issued from a crater near the 
present village of Fongara, S. of Ke- 
coaro, and flowed NE. across the exist- 
ing valley of the Agno and that of the 
Leogra, terminating; against a harrier 
of Jurassic limestone near Tretto. The 
course of this ancient lava-stream, and 
its action on the surrounding rocks, may 
bast be studied in the Vol dtgli Zucoa»H, 
through which a path descends towards 
the Leogra from the ridge above livvc- 
gltana, mentioned in Rte. B among 
the excursions from Recoaro. The most 
direct course is to follow the high-road 
to a point about 2m.Vf.ot Schio, and 
then with a local guide follow a path 
leading to tbe Val degli Zuccanti . This 
excursion may, however, he combined 
with a visit to Magre, and the section 
of Ihe adjoining mountain above de- 
scribed. An examination of tbe strati, 
fled rocks in the neighbourhood of the 
porphyry will tend to modify the views 
of those geologists who have attributed 
to the outburst of igneous rock at Fon- 
gara the conversion into dolomite of the 
adjoining range of Jurassic limestone. 
It will be seen that the porphyry does 
exert some metamorphic action on tht 
seaglia and the underlying grit, which 
corresponds to our greensand, and fur- 
ther that it has in places upheaved and 
fractured the adjoining beds; but its 
action in both respects, and especially 
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the former, is limited to a vary short 
distance from the actual line of contact; 
As mentioned in Bte. B, triaasic fossils 
are found in abundance neur the summit 
of the ridge overlooking the valley of 
the Agno, whence the traveller di 
' Recoaro by Bovegliana 



The mountain region lying between 

the Agno and the Adige is drained by 
torrents, often nearly dry in summer, 
that flow southward into the plain of 
Tenetia. The most important of these, 
and the only streams that penetrate 
deeply into the moss, ore the CMampo, 
the lilasi, the Squaranto, and the Pan- 
tena. Of these the first named is that 
lying immediately W. of the Agno, and 
the valley which it drains is perhaps 
the most interesting to geologists of any 
in this part of the Alps. The moun- 
tains, which increase gradually in height 
as the traveller goes northward, exhibit 
in varied phases the traces of pant ig- 
neous action. The most interesting of 
these are the masses of columnar ba- 
salt that probably owe their origin to 
subaqueous volcanic action, the basalt 
having perhaps been ejected in the 
state of highly heated semi-liquid mud. 
To the sudden destruction of the fish. 
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in a shallow sea, caused bj such erup- 
tions, we probably owe the extraordi- 
0017 abundance of fossil fish for which 
the quarries of ilonto Bolca have long 
been famous, and which have been so 
completely illustrated in the classical 
work of Prof. Agassis. The fossil 
plants found in adjacent beds of the 
name eocene formation, nearly as re- 
markable and as well preserved as the 
fish, have been chiefly brought to light 
and illustrated by tie late Signor His- 
salougo of Verona, whose early death 
has been a serious lose to natural 

Jrzignano, the first considerable Til- 
lage in the valley of the Chiampo, is 
about 6 m. from lie Montebello station 
on the railway from Vicenza to Verona, 
and about I m, more distant from the 
Tayerueile station, which, in summer, 
is better supplied with vehicles. From 
Arzignano the road follows the 1. bank 
of the torrent to Chiatrvpa. Lignite has 
been worked in open quarries on either 
side of the valley. At Chiampo the 
geologist will leave the line of the main 
valley, and follow tile track to Vestena. 
The latter village stands near the head 
of a glen traversed by a torrent from 
Monte Bolca. Columnar basalt is here 
developed on a large scale, especially 
at a place where the torrent, hemmed 
in between a serried mass of prismatic. 
columns on either band, fall* over a 
ridge of the same formation. This spot, 
which is figured in Sternberg's ' Reisa ' 
(see introduction to this section!, ad- 
hibits one of the finest examples of 
columnar basalt on the continent of 

From Vestena the geological traveller 
will ascend to the famous quarries of 
Montr, Bolca. The church of the vil- 
lage of Bolca is seen from a distance, 
but the ascent is rather long. It will 
be well to get come slight refreshment 
at the village inn before continuing the 
ascent to the quarries. It is not easy 
to obtain good specimens of fossils on 
the spot, as the qnarrymen are accus- 
tomed to reserve tliirai for regular cus- 
tomers. Apart from its fossils the 



Uonts Boles, is a singular mountain, 
well deserving a visit. On the NB, 
side is a large crater, whence streams of 
lava have flowed in various directions. 
Above this crater is a projecting roaaa 
of rock, which, on a nearer approach, 
is found to be formed of columnar ba- 
salt. On the western slope the surface 
stratum is formed of pozzolana. On 
the SW. side, at about two-thirds of 
the height of the mountain, are the fa- 
mous quarries. The rock is a marly 
limestone with slaty cleavage, of eocene 
age, and the remains of fishes and 
plants, separated by a comparatively 
thin layer of stone, are found in the 
lowermost beds. 

Bamming towards the valley of the 
Chiampo by the village of Bolca, a. 
steep descent leads thence in less than 
1 hr. to Cntpadoro (1,1 0(f). Here the 
traveller bound for Recoaro has a choice 
of routes. The mountaineer will pre- 
fer to follow the valley northward for 
some distance, and, on reaching ths 
hamlet of Langri, may follow a direc- 
tion nearly due N. across the mountain 
ridge that divides him from Becoaro. 
The distance is not great, but the ascent 
is considerable, and 5 or 6 hrs. should 
be allowed for the walk from Crespa- 

To the geologist it is probably a more 
interesting course to go from Crespa- 
doro to Valdagno. The direct track, 
crossing a low pass (2,458'), leads to 
that place in about 2 hrs. It is, how- 
ever, advisable to make a slight detour 
in order to visit the ancient crater of 
Marano on the ridge between Crespa- 
doro and Csstelvocchio. This is one of 
ths largest of the ancient craters of 
this district. Two considerable lava- 
streams have flowed from it, one 
towards each of the above-named vil- 
lages, through depressions that must 
have existed at the time of the erup- 
tions. The eminences immediately sur- 
rounding the crater are composed of 
poszolana, but in the crater itself is 
found a singular volcanic conglomerate 
eacloiing bivalve ihdU. As a general 
rule, the volcanic rocks of this district 



are singularly l»re of vegetation, and 
the botanist will find leas to interest 
him than iii the valleys next to be no- 



To the traveller wishing to study the 
geological structure of thin district, and 
its singular volcanic phenomena, the 
valley of Illasi offers as many advan- 
tages as that of Chiampo, and the two 
main objects of interest— the basalt 
columns of Vestena and Monte Bdlca 
— may be visited as well from Badia 
Calavena as from Crespadoro, while 
better accommodation is probably avail- 
able at the formsr village, 

Uloai is most conveniently reached 
from tile railway station of Calditro, 
whence it is about 4 m. distant. Seve- 
ral stately buildings were erected hero 
in the last century by a member of the 
Pompei family, who united ample 
means with a professional stud; of 
architecture. The largest of these 
buildings— an immense villa in pala- 
tial style— is the residence of the pre- 
sent Count Porapei. Strangers arc 
readily permitted to walk through the 
extensive grounds, laid out Hfl.tr the 
fashion of an English park ; and those 
who have half an hour to spare will do 



well to ascend the hill included within 
the park, crowned by the ancient castle 
of the same family, which commands 
an extensive view of the surrounding 
country. 

A good road is carried along the 
eastern side of the Illasi. passing Tre- 
gnago (1,091'), where there is a tole- 



On the slopes on 


either side of this 


valley, and in the 


eigubouring valleys 






gather many sont he 


rn species of plants, 


rarely seen so 


ear to the Alps. 



£J these may ho mentioned Cora- 
nitia scorpioid#, Bupiamtm tvfttndt- 
folium, AitpfTttla arvensin, Valenanella 
echinata, and Kneleria ■phitoidex. 

The chief place in the valley is Badia 
Calaocna, abimt 7 m. N. of Illasi. As 
already mentioned, this is a convenient 
starting-point for a visit to the basaltic 
rocks of Vestena, or to Monte Bolca. 
The walk is longer than from Crespa- 
doro, but the ascent rather less con- 
siderable. Those who wish to visit the 
Monti Lessiai (see nest Rte.) may 
ascend from Badia to the village of 
Saline (2,903'), on the ridge dividing 
this valley from Val Sqnaranto, and 
cross that valley to reach the larger 
village of Cerro, where they may pro- 
bably find better quarters. If bound 
for the valley of the Adigei or for 
Kecoaro, the traveller will do best to 
follow the stream of the Illasi to its 
source. A few miles beyond Badia the 
valley assumes a more Alpine charac- 
ter, being enclosed between the Monti 
Porta (6,116') on the E., and MonU 
Pvrga (i,lW) on the W. side. 

The head of the valley, reached in 34 
hrs. from Badia, is closed by the high 
dolomite crags of the group culminat- 
ing in ths Cima di Posta. The pass of 
Rcvelto leads on the 1. hand to Ala on 
the Adige, and that of La Lora, on th« 
rfc., to Becoaro. See Rte. C. 
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The mountain district lying between 
tha upper valley of Illasi and the 
Adige ie collectively known aa the 
Monti Lttrini. It ie chiefly drained by 
the torrents Pantena and Squaranto, 
which fall into the Adige near Verona, 
and is most conveniently accessible 
through the valleys which bear the 
same names. The northern portion, 
towards the Tyrolese frontier, exhibits 
the peculiar plateau character which on 
a larger scale is found in the Sette 
Comuni (Rte. I). This is, however, 
mure exclusively a pastoral district, 
having but a small population distri- 
buted in a few scattered hamlets. The 
highest summit of the district is the 
Xante Tamba (6,481'). Probably ow- 
ing to Its vicinity to so many places 
of special interest, this tract has been 
strangely neglected by all travellers, 
including the present writer, and he is 
able to give hut scanty information re- 
specting it. The larger portion of the 
plateau, lying within the pi 
Verona, is locally Mm* ' 
and belongs to a few Vei 



1 Podittar 






1 for 



anyone disposed to explc 
lected tract is doubtless that through 
Vol Pantena. The first considerable 
village is Grettana (5B7'). On the 
"of that village the botanist 
the very rare Campanula 



be confined to ; 
» Po- 
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pr.ttaa, long supposed to be < 
Monte Baldo. The chief pi. 
destaria is China Nova, where n is saiu 
that a stranger may find tolerable qnar-' 
ton. From the summit of the plateau 
a path descends through a short stoop 
glen to Ala on the Adige ({ 57, Rte, A). 
For the traveller who may approach 
this district through Vol SquaranUt, tha 
best chance of finding accommodation 

above the W. aids of that valley. 



Of the numerous streams that flow 
southward into the plain of Venetia, 
between the Brenta and the Adige, the 
most considerable, and that which pene- 
trates most deeply into the mountains, 
is the Astico. This divides the group 
of peaks NW. of Schio, that culminates! 
in the Fasubio, from the plateau of tha 
Sette Comuni, described in the next 
Rte. This valley offers an agreeable) 
and convenient way for a pedestrian 

E»ing from Schio (or Vicenza) to tha 
sad of Val Sugans, or to Calliano in 
the valley of the Adige, either routs 
being a tolerably direct course for 
Trent. 

The traveller starting from Vicenaa, 
who has no occasion to visit Schio, maj 
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take a more direct course for the valley 
of the Aatieo, passing through Ti> ne, a 
thriving country town, and Piovene, a 
Tillage picturesquely situated at the foot 
if Monte Sumano. 

Starting from Schio, the easiest 
course is likewise by the mad leading 
by 8. Oreo to Piovene ; but the tra- 
veller who would escape from the heat 
of the alluvial plain that stretches E, 
and 8. of Schio, will prefer a path that 
crosses the ridge between the Monte 
Valpiana and Mont* Sumano. The way 
lies due N. from Schio, and the height 
of the pass is 3,112 ft. The geologist 
or tbe botanist will, however, prefer to 
either alternative the ascent of the 
Monte Sv.fiia.no. This mountain is a 
sort of promontory, extending south- 
eastward from the range of the Pasubio, 
and, though only about 4,300 ft. in 
height, is conspicuous from the neigh- 
bourhood of Vicenza by ifa bold conical 
form. It baa long been known to 
botanists for the many rare plants for- 
merly found there. Borne of these have 
disappeared, or become very scarce 
under the teeth of cattle and goats, but 
it still 



especially if visited in the early Bum- 
In the memoir already frequently re- 
ferred to. Sir B. Murchinon has given a 
section of the rocks to NNW. of Sant' 
Oreo— a village about 2 m. from Schio, 
close to the foot of the Monte Sumano, 
wherein the strata, from the lower 
Deocomian to the newer tertiary are 
shown to have been folded over, so as 
to lis in reversed order, by the intrusion 
of a considerable mass of porphyry. 
The Bpper part of the mountain ts 
formed of Jurassic limestone. Accord- 
ing to local tradition, an altar to Pluto 
once stood on the summit of the moun- 
tain, and on the same site a monastery 
was afterwards raised, of which scarcely 
any truces are now visible. The view 
from the top will reward even those 
travellers who may nmke the ascent 
without any scientific object. 

The NE, face of Monte Sumauo, over- 
looking the valley of the Aitico, is very 
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steep, and those who do not desire a 
stiff scramble, will either descend by 
tho rough path leading to Piovene, or 
follow the ridge to NW., until they 
reach the col, above mentioned, be- 
tween this and Monte Valpiana, whence 
a tolerable path leads by Velo to the 
hamlet of Segki. This place, which 
may be reached by a country road from 
Piovene, about 6 m. distant, stands at 
the junction of the Posina torrent with 
the Astieo. A track goes eastward by 
Artiero to the village of Posina, whence 
Hoveredo may be reached by a fine 
mountain walk over the Monte Pasubio, 
and along the ridge of Col Santo (see 
Rte. A), or by an easier track, that 
leads NNW. from Posina over a pass 
but 4,001 ft. in height, to the head of 
the Val di Terragnolo. 

For about 9 m. above the junction 
the valley of the Astieo extends due N. 
Near the junction of the Assa torrent, 
descending from the Sette Comuni (Rte. 
E), the track crosses to the I. bank, 
and, after passing several poor hamlets, 
resumes its NW. direction a little be- 
yond Zacolo, A walk of about 9 m. 
more will carry the traveller to the 
height of land near the village of San 
Sebastiano, whence the drainage flows 
partly to the Astieo, partly westward to 
the Adige through Val Folgaria, and 
partly NE. through Val Centa to Val 
Sugana. The track through Val Fol- 
garia leads to the Galliano station be- 
tween Koveredo and Trent, and that 
through Val Centa, passing Lavaron* 

g>,6\»), will conduct the traveller to 
srgine, and by the high-road to Trent. 
See J 69, lites. A and B. 
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The district distinguished by these 
singular physical features has, from at 

Criod of remote antiquity, been in- 
bited bj a peculiar population, nn- 
doubtedly of German origin, an to »hoee> 
ethnic affiirties writers beve advanced 
various speculative opinions. That 
commonly held among the inhabitants. 
but unsupported by any vestige of evi- 
dence, refers their origin to a tribe of 
Cimbri defeated by Marios in the neigh- 
bourhood of Verona. Better supported 
by some degree of historical warrant is 
the belief which identifies these people 
with a tribe of Allnmanni, who settled 
in this region, under Theodoric, King of 
the Goths, about the end of the 5th 
century. Count Sternberg, in the work 
mentioned in the introduction to this 
section, baa given several specimens of 
the dialect which at the time of his 
visit, in 1803, was commonly spoken bj 
the people. Though marked by some 
words and phrases, and eon- 
„ a good many others derived 
from the Italian, it is nearly allied to 
those of 8. Bavaria and of the northern 
Cantons of Switzerland. Boring the 
30 years Italian baa to a 
groat extent supplanted the ancient 
dialect, which is now spoken only by a> 
few of the older inhabitants. 
The district has been known, from 
ne immemorial, by the designation! 
Setit fJomwii. from the seven principal 
villages— Asiago (3.300 1 ), Gallia (3.6W), 
ffoana (3,288'), Entgo, Fota, Ztuurso, 
and Boteo (3,128" |. 

In addition to these there are 13 
hamlets (contrade), and some smaller 
clusters of houses. 

From a very early period the people 
of this district enjoyed local self-govern- 
ment, and virtual independence, while 



■ The mountain district bounded on 
the N. and E. by the Brenta, on the W. 
by the Astico, and on the S. by the 
plain of Venetia, is in many respects 
unique in the Alps. The first sinking 
peculiarity to be noticed is the fact that, 
with a single exception, no streams flow 
from it. Saving the torrent of the Assa, 
which carries off the rainfall of a small 
comer of this district, we have here an 
area of about 300 square miles, of which 
it is literally true to say that in ordi- 
nary weather it has no visible drainage. 
Elsewhere, in limestone countries, the 
y interrup- 






s the 



sinks ii 



and reappears at intervals; but here, 
except a few thirsty springs, and small 
muddy pools that insufficiently supply 
the wants of men and cattle, the sur- 
face-water sinks at once into profound 
crevices and subterranean channels, 
through which it finally issues to day- 
light on the outer verge of the district. 
This peculiarity in the structure of the 
country, by removing the chief agent 
that modifies the surface, has doubtless 
largely contributed to maintain its phy- 
sical features unaltered. The greater 
nay be described 



fating plateau, varying in height from I passing in si 



nbont 3,200 to 4,500 it above the 
level. At its northern side, however, 
the plateau rises considerably into a 
range of lofty summits that present a 
very bold face towards Val Sugana. 
The highest of these is the Cima delle 
Dodiei (7,651'), further mentioned in the 



of the city of Vicenia, the 
Scaligers of Verona, the Dnkea of Milan, 
and finally, in 1404. of the Venetian 
Republic. ■ The first French invasion in 
1796 seems to have spared this secluded 
district, and when Venetia was coded t* 
Austria by the treaty of Campo Formio 
the local privileges of the Sette Comuui 
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mm maintained, while the merely no- 
urinal annual tribute of 600 Venetian 
lira, previously paid to the Venetian 
Government, was increased to 26,000 
lire, or about 60W. sterling. The local 
police, maintained by watchmen appro- 
priately called ' Fationi del qvicto invert,' 
and the supreme control of public affairs, 
were Tested, in a 'Rtgenza' composed of 
two representatives sent by each Comune. 
Their privileges included exemption 
from taxation, tolls, and customs duties, 
together with the right of pasturing 
cattle in the plain country in the pro- 
vinces of Viconxa and Padua. 

These privileges, together with the 
■till more valuable rights of self-govern- 
ment, were swept away in 1S05, when 
French rule was established over the 
former territory of the Republic 

Until lately the plateau of the Sette 
Comuni was accessible only by rough 
tracks, impracticable for carriages. A 
few years ago, direct communication 
with Vieenza was established by a tole- 
rably good road which ascends, by many 
zigzags, the steep elope of the mountain 
above Cogolo in the valley of the Astico. 
The traveller who has reached that vil- 
lage from Vicenza, by a good road 
passing through Tone (lite. H), may 
probably prefer to walk the remainder 
of the way, a distance of about 10 m., 
to Asiago. After surmounting the first 
long and steep ascent, the road follows 
for a time the channel of a stream which, 
like most of those in this region, is dry 
except immediately after rain. But 
before long the road attains the plateau, 
and after some slight ascents and de- 
scent Beaches 

A&ago (Inns ■ Aquila d' Oro, and 
two Or three others, nut bad for so 
remote a place), the capital of the 
Sette Comuni, deserving by its popu- 
lation and the size of its buildings 
the designation of a town. A new 
church, unwisely commenced on a scale 
worthy of a wealthier community, re- 
mains unfinished. As may be expected 
from its position, the climate of the 
plateau surrounding Asiago is unfriendly 
«o vegetation. The winter and spring 



climate is severe, and the sterility due 
to the deficiency of water has been in- 
creased by the felling of timber which 
once covered much of the surface. Bye, 
barley, and potatoes are the chief pro- 
duce, but the main reliance of the 
population is on their live-stock and 
wool, for which there is an active de- 
mand. Instead of following the line of 
the new road to Asiago, the geologist 
may well take a somewhat longer route, 
which will give more insight into the 
structure of the country, and is at the 
same time more interesting in point of 
scenery. This is by the old horse-track, 
which quitted the valley of the Astieo 
just above the junction of the Assa, 
and after a rapid ascent to Eolso 
(3,128'), is carried at a great height 
above the N. bank of the last-named 
torrent to Eoana. Here a steep descent, 
followed by an equally steep ascent, 
carries the track to the opposite side of 
the Assa, and in about 2 m. more the' 
traveller reaches Asiago. The series of 
formations exposed may be thus enu- 
merated in ascending order. 1. Dolo- 
imitic limestone probably belonging to 
the lias. 2. Oolite of variable mineral 
'structure, the more compact beds con- 
taining Dktras, Gryphta, Nerimra, and 
other sheila. 3. An arenaceous lime- 
stone, with impressions of Ntwropterit, 
followed by a grey marly limestone 
with imperfect traces of large bivalves. 
4. Oxford ian limestone, known to 
Italian geologists as ' Ammonitico 
Koseo,' containing many characteristic 
species of Ammonites, TerebratvUi, &e. 
6. Neoeomian, or 'Bianoone,' with 
several species of Criecerai, Bclcmnito, 
AmmoTiiies, and Aptythu. 6. Lower 
Chalk, or 'Scaglia inferiore,' with im- 
pressions of/uei, T. Fpucr Chalk,' car 
'Scaglia snperiore,' with flints in regu- 
lar courses. 8. Nummulitic limestone, 
with Cerith&um gigantejim, of eocene 
age, identical with beds seen on the rt. 
bank of the Breuta near Bassano. The 
two laat formations are better seen on 
the eastern side of the plateau than iH 
the part N. of the Assa. 

The most interesting exenniops front 
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Asiago are those in the direction of Vol 
Sugana, noticed in the next Ete. 

A new rood, which will probably be 
completed before the end of 1868, will 
lead from Asiago to Bassano in a SW. 
direction acroaB the plateau, descending 
by Coaeo to join the high-road between 
Marostica and Baasano (Rte. L). For 
the pedestrian there is a rather shorter 
way by Jiubbw. The chief temptation 
to choose either of these courses is the 
extensive view over the plain of Venetia 
which the traveller gains on reaching 
the southern verge of the plateau. 
Padua, and many smaller towns and 
villages, are laid out as on a map, and 
in very clear weather the towers of 
Venice are distinctly seen in the eastern 
horiron. Sometimes, even, the range 
of the Bologneee Apennine, rising in 
the far distance beyond the Enganean 
hills, closes the view southward. 

On the whole, the most interesting 
way to Bassano is by Valstagna. A 
track passable for country earts is car- 
ried over the undulating plateau, and 
connects the chief villages together. 
The way to Val Stagna lies somewhat 
N. of E. to Galtio (3,609'), whence, 
after pasaing a cross that stands on a 
slight eminence, the track descends to 
Bonchi. To the 1. is the bed of a 
stream wherein little or no water is 



torrent. This leads to the narrow 
gorge which affords the only passage 
in this direction from the plateau to the 
valley of the Brenta. The descant is 
not rapid nntil, after passing a wayside 
oeteria, where bread and tolerable wine 
are found, the track plunges into the 
narrowest parr, of the gorge, where the 
rocks on either hand almost overhang 
the passage, which serves a s a bridle-path 
in dry weather, but after heavy rain be- 
cames the channel of a furious torrent. 
The cleft is locally known as /( Hum 
Sella Freneena, and among other rare 
plants the botanist may here gather 
Cortina Matlhicli and PhiladelphMi eo- 
rm:ari<u. In the same spot the flrst- 
nsmed plant was discovered by Corttuo 



in the 16 th century. Throughout the 
descent the path is extremely rough, 
and quite impassable when the waters 
take their course by this, instead of 
their usual subterranean route. Acci- 
dents have sometimes occurred to 
travellers unable to retreat in time from 
the track of the descending torrent. 
2} hrs. fully suffice for the descent, but 
4 nrs. may well he allowed for the as- 
cent from Valstagna to Asiago, especially 
if the traveller has not made a very early 
start, as the heat is often oppressive. 

Valttagna is within I m. of Oliero, 
which is described in | SS, Rte. A. 



It has been already observed that th* 
plateau of the Sette Comuni rises at its 
northern veige into a range of mode- 
rately high summits, which in the oppo- 
site direction overlook Val Sugana. The 
crest of this mountain range forms the 
frontier between that Tyrolese Valley 
and the Italian province of Vicenaa. 
Variane paths lead across it to Vai 
Sugana; and the traveller bound for 
Trent ma; easily reach that city in one 
day from Asiago. 

1. By far the easiest course is that 
by Vai (FAssa. As already observed, the 
Ana is the only permanent torrent that 
issues from the highland district of the 
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Sette Gomnui, of which it drains but a 
■mall corner. ThssLraam has excavated 
a comparatively deep channel, which 
must be traversed in going from Aaiago 
to the neighbouring village of Roan 
The pedestrian who follows the opposi 
bank will save some time by striking 
across the undulating plateau about duo 
WNff. from Aaiago. After passing 
above the small hamlet, of Camporovere 
over a rounded eminence, he descends 
towards the Assa, and will find a beat 
trade (hat leads along the E. slope at 
some height above the stream. For 
fully 5 m. the valley is nearly straight, 
moisting gently a little W. of N. On 
the rt. hand is passed the opening of 
Tal di Portals (see below), and about 
1 hr. farther is a poor oeteria called 
Ghertsle. Here the Asia is formed by 
the junction of two minor torrents, The 
more direct, but more laborious, way to 
Val Sngana is by a track along the 
branch that flows from NW. In about 



: refreshment, called Osti 
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pass, which, froi 
joining summit, is known as Pasta di 
Mwiaxzo. A rapid descent leads down 
on the N. aide, and takes the traveller 
to the W. end of Val di Sella, about 
$ hr. from Levico. The more frequented 
way from Ohertele is by the track fol- 
lowing the western branch of the torrent. 
In } hr. this leads to the Osteria del 
Tannine, a rough inn, somewhat supe- 
rior to those already mentioned. Al- 
though the watershed towards Tal 
Sugana lies considerably farther W. , the 
frontier of Tyrol here crosses the valley 
from N. to 9., following a zigzag coarse 
to the head of the valley of the Astico. 
The way now lies through a broad up- 
land valley, green with Alpine pastures, 
and woods yet spared bythe woodcutter. 
To the hamlet of Vttena, which stands 
in the midst, many inhabitants of the 
neighbouring warm valleys resort in the 
summer, putting ap with rough fare 
for the sake of the pure and fresh 
■■-=-- tolerable inn, 
■ His in thdfew 
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bon.Tp.ii hereabouts, and carry with them 
necessaries not to be had on the spot. 
Due N. of the hamlet is the Oima Vctena 
(6,237'), commanding a fine view of Val 
Sngana and the surrounding mountains. 
The walk fromVeasna to Levico is very 



from Asiagoto ValSugana. Thehighest 
point attained bythe path is 4,082 ft, 
above the sea. 

About 5 hrs., exclusive of halts, 
should be allowed for die walk from 
Aaiago to Levico,. whence the high-road 
leads to Trent (§ 58, Bte. A). The 
pedestrian who would reach Pergine by 
the W. side of the lake of Coldonazro 
should engage a local guide at Vessna, 
who will put him on a track which 
much shortens the route to the village 
of Caldonazzo. 

2. By the Val di PortoU. After 
entering the Val d' Assa from Asiago by 
the course already described, the tra- 
veller, taking the upper path above the 
1. bank of the torrent, will reach tbe 
Opening of Val di Portole at a mode- 
rate height above the streamlet that 
descends through the latter glen. After 
midsummer this is usually quite dry, 
and in autumn the few springs that 
exist at the head of the valley are also 
liable to disappear. After turning ENE. 
for a short distance, the ill-marked path 
through Val di Portole resumes its 
northerly direction, parallel to that of 
Val d' Assa. The ascent is very gra- 
dual, there being three successive steps, 
each with a catera, or chalet. The 
highest of these is but a short way 
below a depression in the ridgo closing 
the head of the valley by which, the 
track crosses to Val Sngana. 

The pass is called Porta di Portole. 
The descent ou tbe N. side towards 
Val di Sella is steeper than the ascent, 
but perfectly easy, and 1 hr. or less) 
suffices to reach the road that leads 
through that valley to Borgo. 

On several maps, the mountain W, 
of the Porta is marked as Oima di Por- 
tole, but, according to local information, 
" -' name properly belongs to the 
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higher summit NE. of the pass, which 
is easily reached by keeping along the 
ridge. The summit (about 7,300' F) com- 
mands a fins view ; bat as it is over- 
topped by the adjoining Cima dclle Do- 
dici, the latter is to be preferred. Many 
rare plants are found on the Cima di 
1'ortole ; but the vegetation is less 
Alpine in character than might be ex- 
piated, doubtless owing to the dryness 
ot' "he surface. During the ascent, many 
curious cleft-M and holes may be seen in 
the limestone rooks, and at intervals 
large circular depressions, from 20 to 
30 ft. in diameter, and 10 or 12 ft. 
deep. If he intend to return to Asiago, 
the traveller may best descend from 
the E. side of the Cima di Portole into 
ths head of Vol Galmerara, an nnin- 
habited glen, parallel to Val di Portole, 
whose stream (when it Bows) joi] 
from the latter valley, a short way acove 
its junction with the Asaa. The shorter 
way is to return by that way to Asiago; 
but it is easy to traverse the ridge E. 
of Val Galmeraru, and return by Val di 
Gallio. 

3. By Val di Gallio. The mountaineer 
will prefer to both the above routes a 
rather more circuitous course, that will 
include the ascent of the Cima delle Do- 
dici (7,661'). the highest summit of 
this district. This may be approached 
by the Val Galmerara, mentioned above, 
but more conveniently by the Val di 
Oallio, which is reached from Asiago 
by a pith running somewhat E. of N., 
without traversing the village of Gallio. 
It is advisable to take a local guide, 
although the writor believes that there 
ia no difficulty in the ascent. Though 
ths aspect of this and the neighbouring 



immits towards Val Sugana portende 
a stiff scramble, it appears that in 
reality the descent on the N. side is 
easy. Instead of going directly down 
into Val di Sella, the lover of caverns 
may without much detour visit the 
Grotto of Coslaita, but it is necessary 
to be provided with torches or other 
means for lighting it. A narrow and 
low entrance leads into an outer cavern 
or antechamber, whence another narrow 



passage ushers the visitor into the prin- 
cipal cavern, said to be 70 ft, wide, t>3 
ft. high, and 1,140 ft. long. Descending 
into Val di Sella, the traveller may 
either bear to the rt., to reach BorgO 
di Val Sugaoa (§ 59, Kte. A), or, keep- 
ing to ths 1., follow the road to Loiico. 

Those who wish to see more of the 
Sette Comnni than is included in the 
routes already described, are recom- 
mended to follow a track that leads NE. 
from Gallio to Grigno in Val Sugana, 
passing Marcctina. This district is well 
known to the sportsmen of the neigh- 
bourhood, as ptarmigan, and other birds 
not often seen so near the plain of N. 
Italy, nre found there. Owing, no do»br, 
to the more compact nature of the rock, 
the ground is in places swampy, pro- 
ducing marsh plants, and among others 
that ■ the little northern shrub, Andrenieda 
polifblia, which has not been seen else- 
where in Italy. 

The inn at Marcesina may be reached 
in about 6 hrs. from the summit of tlie 
Cima dalle Dodiei, and an active walker 
may on his way ascend the Cima dalle 
Undidi, the adjoining peak, to NE., 
only a few feet lower than ite rival. 
Instead of following the mule-track, 
which leads in about three hrs. front 
Marcesina to Grigno, the traveller may 
follow a path somewhat S. of E. from 
Marcesina to Enego, on the easternmost 
extremity of the plateau of the Setto 
Comnni, and immediately above the 
Gorge of Primolano, into which he may 
descend by a steep path. See § 59, 
Bte. A. 

The names Cima delle Dodiei and C. 
delle Undici hare evidently originated 
at Forgo di Val Sugana, where these 
peaks mark the position of the sun at 
noon and 11 *.M. respectively. 
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Carriage-road— !! English miles. 
Though not strictly speaking an 
Alpine road, this deserves a brief notice 
here, as it connects the district of which 
Becoa.ro is the centre with those de- 
scribed in the following sections. Al- 
though the road is confined to the plain, 
and runs nearly the entire way at a dead 
level, there are few that offer more 
beautiful Alpine views, especially in the 
early spring, when the snow still lies 
deep on the higher summits, and the 
foliage of the mulberry and vine do not 
so far screen the view as they commonly 
do in the plains of Northern Italy. 
There is another road, fully a mile 
shorter — by Le Nove — but that by 
Marostica is more interesting, and is 
also that taken by the omnibuses that 
ply twice daily between Vicenza and 
Bassano. These vohicles travel tolera- 
bly fast, and have a cabriolet, or open 
coupe, from which a limited view of the 
country is obtained. lor several miles 
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Alps includes all the principal summits 
mentioned in the preceding routes, ex- 
cepting those forming the northern 
boundary of the Sette Comnni. A 
little ST. of due W. is seen the great 
mass of dolomite crags above Recoaro, 
that enclose the head of the valley of the 
Agno, with the lower ranges that stretch 
for to the S. till they subside into the 
plain at Montebello, and San Bonifario. 
To the rt. of the Cima di Posta is a 
very bold craggy peak — the Cengio Alto 
— and beyondit a deep deprcnsion, over 
which is carried the road from Roveredo, 
described in Rle. A. Farther to the rt 
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Is another high mountain mass, nearly 
flat at the top, but presenting a very 
bold front, with projecting jagged teeth 
of limestone rock. This is the mass 
whose highest summit is the Pasubio i 
thence extends doe E-, a range connect- 
ing the latter with Monte Valpiana, 
and nearer still the Monte Sumano, 
here showing a double peak, but easily 
recognised by its regular conical form. 
The opening to the rt. of Monte Sumano 
marks the Valley of the Astico, and the 
new road to Asiago, mounting in long 
zigzags the steep slope on the SE. side 
of the valley, is conspicuous from a dis- 
tance. The outline of the great plateau 
of the Sotte Gomuni presents no marked 
features, and until the traveller ap- 
proaches within a few miles of Bassano, 
he will find it difficult to distinguish tho 
deep narrow clelt through which the 
Brenta issues into the plain. The 
plateau formation extends to the E. of 
that river, but the outline rises much 
above the general level into the flattened 
me of Mte. Grappa, which is so con- 
licuous a landmark throughout the 
-ovinces of Vicenza, Padua, and Treyiso. 
ast of the Grappa is seen a vista of 
istant summits terminating, when tho 
r is clear, with the hold outline of 
[onto Cavallo in Friuli, 
About 7 m. from Vicenza. the road 
■osses the Astico, here much reduced in 
volume, as the larger part of the stream 
diverted from its course to supply 
oals of irrigation. After passing «ra- 
drigo and Schiamm, at a distance rather 
exceeding 17 m.from Vicenza, the road 
reaches 

Marostica, whose battlements, crown- 
ing the rock behind it, are seen at a 
distance of several miles. The little 
town stands on level ground at the base 
of a steep rocky hill; and the high walls, 
which are said to date from the rule of 
the Scaligers, are carried up the steep 
slope to the summit of the lull, so as to 
enclose its southern face along with the 
town. The effect is extremely pio- 

From Marostica to Bassano the road 
is carried along the skirts of a range. of 
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tertiary hills, detached from the main 
mass of mountain which rises into the 
pkteau of the Sette Comuni. Vulcanic 
rocks protrude in many places and 
basaltic columns were formerly found 
near Marostica, hot the spot is now con- 
cealed by rubbish. About 4 m. from 
Marostica the road enters Angarsno — 
the suburb of Baasano lying on tho W. 
side of the Brenta. See f 50, Rte. A. 



VALLEY OF THE BRENTA. 
The absence of apparent regularity in 
the disposition of the mountain masses 
throughout South Tyrol piakcs it a some- 
what arbitrary matter to divide this 
region into districts. In default of other 
Criterion, the drainage of the country 
affords a guide to what is, to some ex- 
tent, a natural division of the surface. 
Valleys whose torrents run together in 
B common channel are almost always 
more closely connected together than 
those separated even by comparatively 
low ridges. Although one of the chief 
valleys described in the present section 
offers (at this time) an exception to that 



i general di 



rule, it has yet seemed most convenient 
to include within the same district all 
the mountain region whose drainage is 
united in the Brents. 

The main branch of that river origi- 
nates in two lakes a few miles E. of 
Trent. For a distance of about 26 m. 
it flows through Val Sugana, a broad 
fertile valley, enclosed on the S, side 
by the range of the Cima dolle Dodici, 
forming the N. boundary of the Sette 
Comuni, while on the N*. side it receives 
several considerable torrents issuing 
from as many tributary valleys. After 
describing a considerable curve, convex 
to the N., the Brenta passes the Italian 
frontier at a point nearly due E. of its 
source. Henceforth ita course, for nearly 
20 m. , is through a narrow defile, cleft 
through a once continuous range of 
limestone mountains. From the Italian 
frontier to the neighbourhood of Bos- 
sano, where the river finally issoesfrom 
. its sinuous channel keeps 
tion to 3. About 4 m. 3. 
the Brenta is united with 
the Cismone, a tributary which often 
carries down more water than the main 
stream. The Cismone rises in the 
beautiful valley of Primiero, and drains 
a great portion of the grand group of 
dolomite peaks that enclose it on the 
N. and E. sides. At the point where it 
reaches the Italian frontier it receives 
the Vanoi, another considerable torrent, 
flowing from the Canal diS. Bovo, whose 
waters are fed by the snow-Aelds of the 
Cima d' Asta, and the porphyritic range 
that divide this district from the Val di 
Fiemme. It appears convenient to in- 
clude in this district the town of Feltre, 
with the fine group of rugged peaks, 
collectively known as Le Vette, rising 
to the N., as well as the lower mass to 
the SW., lying between the Brenta and 
the Piave, and culminating in the Monte 
Grappa. The valley of the Cordevole 
forms the eastern boundary of this dis- 
trict, but the description of that singular 
and beautiful valley may more con- 
veniently be reserved for J 61. 

Although calcareous rocks of Jurassic 
and cretaceous age prevail in this dis- 
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trict, there ban been extensive 
of porpiiyritic rock, especially od its N. 
bonier. Nearly isolated from the ad- 
joining ridges, the granitic mass of the 
Cima d' Asia (9,193') rears its ragged 
summit between the head of the Vanoi 

?len and some of the tributary glens of 
al Sugana. Popular prejudice through- 
out this district assigns the first rank in 
height to the Cima d' Asta. How this 
can have existed among people able to 
see that mountain and the Primiero 
peaks at the same moment, it is hard to 
imagine. Several of the latter are 
higher by fully 1,400* ft., and all con- 
siderably overtop it. 

The scenery of this district is almost 
everywhere beautiful, and in many 
places rises to grandeur. Primiero, 
with its adjacent glens, can be reckoned 
inferior to none of the adjoining valleys 
for the weird beauty of its dolomite 
peaks. Toe village of Primiero will, 
when bettor known, be the most at- 
tractive spot for traveller in this dis- 
trict ; unless the accommodation at San 
Martini) di Castrozfta be improved, when 
that place would offer the inducements 
of scenery even grander Ulan that of 
Primiero, and considerably greater ele- 
vation. Excellent quarters are found at 
Levico, but it is too hot for most Eng- 
lish travellers. The good inn at Caoria 
oners a convenient halting-place for a 
geologist wishing; to study the granitic 
region of the Cima d' Asta. 
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Pest-road, tnvened by mini public otm- 

It is somewhat remarkable that the 
road from Trent to Bassano, leading 
directly to Padua and Venice, should 
have been so rarely selected by tourists, 



generally characterises the British tra- 
veller now naturally inclines him to 
prefer the rte. by Verona, since it offers 
him an economy of 4 or 5 hrs. Yet it 
is undoubted that the rte. here described 
is one of the most interesting and beau- 
tiful that can be chosen by a traveller 
entering Italy from the north. Several 
public conveyances ply in summer be- 
tween Trent and Val Sugana. One of 
these, which goes to Borgo, corresponds 
with another vehicle between Trent and 
Frimolano, and by a second change of 
carriage the traveller may continue his 
rte. to Bassano, but not without con- 
siderable delay. This inconvenient ar- 
rangement has existed since the last 
political changes, which have divided 
this and other neighbouring valleys 
between two rival nation*. There is, 
however, a direct conveyance both ways, 
travelling slowly, but without change of 
carriage. In 1867, it left Trent at 
2-30 p.v., and reached Bassano rather 
before 3 a.m. Travelling the opposite 
way, travellers left Bassano at 9 r.u. 
and reached Trent about 8-30 a.w. 

For some years the project of a rail- 
way from Trent direct to Venice by this 
route has been much discussed. The 
difficulties are not very serious, and the 
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now lino would shorten the way from 
Northern Europe to all the Italian 
ports on the Adriatic by nearly 60 m. ; 
but the present time is unfavourable to 
enterprises of this nature. 

The road begins to ascend immedi- 
ately on leaving Trent by its eastern 
gate, and very soon enters the gorge of 
the feivrinri, whioh leads to the low pass 
dividing the waters of the Brenta from, 
those of the Adige. The old road was 
inconvenient, aud scarcely safe for 
heavy carriages; but as this formed 
part of the network of military roads 
by which Austria sought to ensure her 
hold on Vonotiit, an excellent new road 
was completed some years ago. Of 
convenient width, and nowhere steep, it 
is carried through the narrow part of 
the gorge on a shelf obtained by blast- 
ing beneath overhanging rocks. 

About 4 m. from Trent the valley of 
the Fereina opens out into a charming 
circular basin, enclosed by mountains 
of moderate height. Numerous villages 
with tall campaniles lie on the slopes, 
which hear evidence of rich cultivation ; 
and the appearance of the population 
and of their dwellings speaks of general 
industry and consequent well-being. 

[The Silla torrent, which flows south- 
ward out of the narrow glen, called Val 
di Pine, passed On the 1. hand, offers a 
short way to the Val Cembra (§ 60, 
Ete. B), which may be reached from 
hence in 4 hrs. After passing Baselga 
(3, 157') the track lies by the little lakes 
of Serqja and Piazzt, H, of which is the 
lonely Osteria di Varda. One path 
turning sharply to the 1. through an 
opening in the porphyritic mountains, 
loads in | hr. from Piazza to Spiazzo on 
the Avisio, while another track goes 
SE. over the ridge dividing Pino from 
Paliu] 

About 1J m. beyond the bridge over 
the Silla the road crosses the Persiua 
for the last time. The mountain glen 
from which it flows is called Val Ca- 



wned by a picturesque anoientcaitla, 
stands the thriving town of 

PeryHij(Inns: Al Cavaletto, and several 
other clean-looking houses), 1,683 ft 
above the sea. Just before the conclu- 
sion of the armistice between Italy and 
Austria, in 1866, the corps of General 
Medici, after having forced the Austrian 
positions at Primolano and Levico, had 
advanced to this place, and was about 
to attack Trent. The road from hence 
to Levico ascends gently to cross a de- 
pression in the rocky ridge that extends 
about 4 m. SSE. from Pergino and 
divides the Lake of Levico from that of 
Caldonazzo. After descending from the 
pass the high-road passes close to the 
small Lake of Leeieo (1,634'), amidst 
very agreeable scenery, bnt the tra- 
veller who does not object to a walk of 
'1 hrs. has a choice between two other 
more attractive routes. That most fre- 
quently taken by travellers goes due S. 
from Pergiue along the W. shore of the 
larger Lake of CaJdonaiio (1,411'), the 
principal source of the Brenta. This 
lies considerably lower than the Fereina 
near Pergiue, and also than the Lake 
of Levico, and the more obvioua course 
for the high-road would have been along 
either shore ; but the actual line was 
doubtless preferred on account of the 
marshy nature of the soil, of late years 
corrected by draining. There is a plea- 
sant track, keeping near the lake shore, 
to Calceranica, said to possess the mosi 
ancient church in the valley. A Roman 
inscription proves the former existence 
here of a temple to Diana. If bound 
for Levico, the traveller should keep 
along the southern shore ; if he ascend 
to Caldonazzo (Rte. B), he will rejoin 
the high-road a little below Levico. 
There is another way by the W. side 
of the lake, somewhat longer, but com- 
manding wider views of the surround- 
ing scenery. This ascends somewhat 
from Pergine to Siaa (1,744'), and 
thence keeps alongs the ridge, well 
planted with chestnut-trees, about 700 
ft. above the level of the 1. To his rt. 
the traveller has the pyramidal summit 
called Terramasa (6,663'), which com- 
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mauds a fine view, but not equal to that 
from the Monte Scanupia (Rte. B). 

On the whole, the most interesting 
way from Pergine to Levico is that by 
the E. shore of the L. of Caldonazzo. 
The lover of antiquities should visit the 
church of San Cristoforo, standing on 
a rock at the N. end of the lake, built, 
it would appear, on the foundations of a 
Roman temple dedicated to Neptune 
and Diana. Thence the track ascends, 
and keeps along the W. slope of the 
ridge already mentioned, that divides 
the Lake of Levico from that of Cal- 
donazzo. The views of the latter fine 
sheet of water, backed by the Terrarossa, 
nod the still bolder crags of Monte 
Seanupia, are charming. The lake 
contains much fish, and was formerly 
the haunt of wild swans ; but the local 
sportsmen have extirpated the species. 
After passing the villages of Isckia 
and Ter.na (1,861'J, the traveller should 
not fail to follow the summit of the 
ridge, whence he will look down alter- 
nately upon the lakes that lie on either 
hand. At its southern end are seen 
the ruins of the castle of Brenta, which 
was destroyed first by Eccelino da Ro- 
mano, and again, after being rebuilt, 
in some of the local wars constantly 
waged by the petty rulers of the ad- 
joining valleys. The Roman road to 
Trent was carried along this ridge, and 
was defended by forts that stood on 
the sites of the Castles of Pergine and 

All the roads and paths here men- 
tioned meet at the small town of Levico 
(1,867'). recently become a place of 
some resort on account of ita mineral 
waters. There is an untidy inn, where 
the omnibuses from Trent put up j but 
immediately outside the town, on the 
W. side, is a large and well-built esta- 
blishment, much frequented in summer 
by visitors who drink the acidulous 
waters, containing sulphates of iron, 
lime, and magnesia, with a minute 
. portion of arsenic, or take baths whose 
water, derived from a different source, 
contains sulphate of copper in addition 
to theothar substances above mentioned. 
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The waters axe said to hare very power- 
ful tonic effects, hut should not be taken 
without competent medical advice. 

When the house is not full, no dif- 
ficulty is made in accommodating tra- 
vellers who intend to make but a short 
stay. A moderate charge, regulated by 
printed tariff, is made for rooms ; and 
meals, supplied by a Trattore in the 
establishment, are paid for separately. 
Allowing for defects of attendance when 
the house is full, the accommodation 
is good — certainly superior to that at 
Becoaro. The waters issue from the 
slope of Monte Selva (4,463'), which 
rises immediately on the N. side of 
Levico. In the writer's opinion, the 
position of Levico is too hot to be agree- 
able in July and August; but in June 
and September, when there is less con- 
course of visitors, it offers agreeable 
and convenient head-quarters for many 
excursions, and especially for a geologist. 
Within a moderate walk he may examine 
the granite of the Citna d' Asta group 
(see Introduction, Art. Geology), the 
porphyry of the valleys of Pali and 
Pine, the mica elate which is the pre- 
vailing rock close at hand, and the 
series of stratified rocks extending 
from the Trias to the Eocene, many of 
them well marked by characteristic 
fossils. The disturbances to which the 
stratified rocks have been subjected 
at many successive epochs, render the 
connexion of tho strata obscure at many 
points, and require for their elucidation 
the eye of an experienced geologist. 

After descending a gentle slope im- 
mediately outside Levico, the road is 
carried along the broad level floor of 
the main valley. It passes a hamlet 
called Masi di Novaledo (1,806'), but 
leaves on the L the large village of 
RoTKegno (1,723'), lying on the lower 
slope of a mountain, chiefly composed of 
Oima d' Asta granite. 

[A cattle-track leads from Eoncegno 
to the valley of Palu. Remains of an- 
cient pavement are supposed to prove 
its Roman origin. ' From the summit of 
Monte Fraoort, lying to the rt. of the 
track, a fine view is gained, including 
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the whole of Val Sngana. Fravort is 
also easily accessible from Lcvico.] 

The mountain population above 1 
cogno are of German origin, and aj 
or rather did until late years speak, a 
dialect very similar to that of the Sette 
Comnni. 

The upper part of Tal Sngana de- 
serves the notice of those geologists who 
refer the present form of the surface 
exclusively to meteorological agencies. 
In the first place the breadth of tbe 
valley is out of all proportion to the 
trifling streams which flow — or can at 
any time hava Bowed — through it. But 
especial attention should be given to the 
ridge (formed by the mountains Roc- 
chetta and Armtiotnra) which runs 
parallel to the Brents, in the middle of 
tbe maiu valley, although appearing 
from the road to enclose it on the S. 
side. The minor valley, lying between 
this and the main range of the Sette 
Comuni, is called Vol di Sella. Its 
drainage flows mainly to KE, through 
the Moggio torrent, to join the Brenta 
just below Borgo ; bat the Moggio is 
separated only by a low, ill-defined 
ridge from the opening at the W. end 
of the valley, towards Levico. Hence 
this way may be easily taken by a pedes- 
trian going from the latter place to 
Borgo, and as tbe level is considerably 
higher than that of the main valley, tbe 
temperature is sensibly cooler. There 
is a mineral spring in Val di Sella, 
2,723 ft. above the sea, about 2 
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riage9, with an inn near at hand, and 
several houses that are let in snmmerto 
visitors seeking fresh air. It Is a con- 
venient centre for some excursions, in- 
eluding the ascent of the Cima delle 
Dodici, and a visit to the Grotto of 
Costalta (§ 68, Kte. K). 

Val Sugana abounds in ruined castles, 
each of which has been a. witness to the 
centuries of border warfare, end ruth- 
less violence between neighbours, that 
make up the mediaeval history of the 
nerth-eastern frontier of Italy. Some 
of the most picturesque of these ancient 
buildings are seen as the traveller ap- 
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proaehes Borgo. Immediately abort thai 
town, on the NE. side, is Telvana, once 
a stronghold of the powerful Counts of 
Caldonaxxo, still partially inhabited. It 
is said to contain some cmions frescoes. 
Looking down on Telvana from a com- 
manding eminence a 
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Pietro, taken by the Vicentines ii 

14th century. The view from it is ad- 
mirable. There la a striking contrast 
between these remains of feudal power 
and the aspect of the flourishing town of 

Borgo di Vol Sugana (Inns : Aqoila ; 
Post ; both very fair, better than they 
seem). Although more than half the 
town was destroyed by fire a few years 
ago, the damage has been effectually 
repaired, and the new buildings give it 
a cheerful aspect. In the centre of a 
broad fertile valley, producing much 
wine, silk, fruit, wheat, and maize, and 
inhabited by an industrious population, 
this place shows many marks of pros- 
perity. Much tolerably good wine is 
sent hence by mountain tracks to the 
higher valleys of S. Tyrol, and a good 
deal Is Piported across the Italian fron- 
tier. There are several mills for wind- 
ing and spinning silk. Although 1,230 
ft. above the sea, the climate is very 
warm in summer, and the character of 
the place completely Italian. 

At the close of the campaign of 1 886, 
General Medici — having on the previous 
day forced the seemingly impregnable 
position of the Austrians at Primolano — 
took Borgo after a sharp, but not very 
obstinate encounter with the enemy. 
Evening closed on this success of the 
Italians ; bnt, without giving his troopa 
time to rest, he pushed them on to Le- 
vico, and before midnight was master of 
that important military position, which 
was taken without firing a shot by a 
decisive bayonet charge. The merits of 
tbe Italian commander, and of his troops, 
in the operations which, two days later, 
were interrupted by the armistice, do 
not seem to have been adequately re- 
cognised. 

Following the main road eastward* 
from Borgo, tbe traveller crosses io flncr 



cession three torronts that descend to 
join the Brenta from aa many converging 
valleys. The Scat of these is the Ziggiu, 
flowing from Vol Zfyg* ' This torrent 
originate! on the NE. aide of Monte 
Pravort, and flows eastward, till after 
passing round the rock on which stands 
the castle of 8. Pietro, it turns south- 
ward to join the Brenta. The principal 
village ia Torotgno (2,563'). Those of 
Telvrdi lepra (2,08-1') and Telvtditotto 
(1,771') atand on the slope close to the 
opening of the glen. 

About 1 m. beyond the bridge over 
the Zeggio, the road, after passing the 
village of Caetelnueoo, crosses the more 
considerable torrent Mate, issuing from 
the Val Calamento (Rte. I), and very 
soon after the CMtpena, descending from 
Strigno (lite. O). The new road which 
here joina our route leads to Strigno and 
Tesin (Rte, F). About 200 yards beyond 
the junction is a fair country inn, at a 
spot called La Barricate, convenient for 
a pedestrian awaiting the passage of 
some vehicle to take him up or down 
the main valley. 

On an eminence above the Barricate 
stands the ancient castle of Ivano, which 
gave its name in the 12th century to a 
powerful family long since extinct. It 
is now one of the numerous Tyrolese 
castles belonging to Count Wolki * ' 
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at cleft in which it remains impri- 

ledfor a space of 20m., flowing SSE. 

far as the junction of the demon, 

thence 88 W. to Valstagna, and again 

Basuano. For some miles, how- 

of mediocre interest. 






inhabits 



The scenery now begins to assume a 
sterner and grander character as the 
mountains on either aide approach the 
narrowed bed of the Brenta. The Cima 
I^stfl, rising precipitously above Ospe- 
daletto, is a particularly striking object. 
The soil being reduced to mere gravel, 
or piles of debris, lying at the base of 
the rocks, cultivation almost completely 
disappears before the traveller reache 
Grigno (8570, ^8 la »t Tyrolese villagi 
about 11m. from Borgo, a poor plac 
standing close to the opening of a narrow 
gorge through which the Grigno 
descends due southward from the Cima 
d' Asta through the valley of Tesin. 
steep mule-track ascends through the 
gorge (Rte. Gj. 
. At Grigno the Brenta fairly enters the 
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trench, where, except the high-road, ther 

little trace of human presence. At 
Le Teeit, a small hamlet, the Austrian 
m-house is passed, and about } m. 
farther the driver will point out a stone 
by the roadside which marks the ancient 
limit of the territory of the Venetian 
republic, now become the frontier of 
Italy. Immediately beyond it is the 
Italian customs frontier station. Goods 
are liable to further examination at the 
customs-office in Primolano ; but little 
trouble is usually given to travellers. 
About \\ m. from the frontier is the 
first Italian post-station . 

Primolano (73f/?— 701' Wolf). The 
poor little village, crowded into a narrow 
space between the impending rocks and 
the river, consists almost entirely of 
rough inns and iratloriat. At the Post 
the traveller will find much civility and 
poor fare. The position of this village 
is remarkable. The Brents, runs south- 
ward through the narrowest part of the 
great gorge leading to Bassano, while 
on the E. aide of the village a broad 
opening is seen in the mountain range, 
at a height of about 100 ft. above the 
river. This affords a passage for the 
road to Fcltre, which ascends the short 
but steep slope in several long zigzags. 
The traveller who follows that road 
(Rte. D) will perceive that the depres- 
sion E. of Primolano is orographically 
the western continuation of the valley 
of the Piave, though not traversed by 
any considerable stream. 

On the W. side of Primolano, beyond 
the Brenta, a rough track ascends to 
Enego, one of the villages of the Sette 
Comuni. 

The scenery of the defile through 
which the Brenta flows for 16 m. below 
Primolano, will be judged differently, 
according to the disposition of different 
travellers ; but it is undoubtedly amongst 
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the most singular and striking of th 
kind in Europe. It may be said to nau 
variety, for the rocks on either Bid* 
rising from 3,000 to 3,500 ft. above tli 
stream, nowhere admit a view of mor 
distant eummits, aud the meagre sol 
does not produce luxuriant vegetation ; 
but, such as it is, it would be hard to 
cite another instance of a defile so long, 
bo ragged, and seemingly so hopeless. 
Cattle-tracks lead up to the high plateau 
of the CaUaiH at Ciamone and Solagua, 
but, for a distance of 11 m. between 
those places, the rocks are accessible in 
but three or four places to a goat, or a 
practised mountaineer. On the opposite 
side of the river the Sett* Comuni can 
be reached only by the precarious path 
up the bed of the torrent of ValStagna, 
mentioned in § 58, Rte. L 

About a mile below FrimoUno the 
traveller should not fail to observe in 
the faco of the vertical rock on hia 1., at 
a height of about 80 ft. from the ground, 
the entrance to a large cavern. Smoke- 
stains on the rocks, and the remains of 
masonry, at once show that it has served 
for human habitation ; but he will be 
.surprised to find that this is the famous 
ioctt fortress of Covolo (from the Ger- 
man Kofcl), which at times has sheltered 
.a garrison of 500 men. It appears to 
have been used as a stronghold at a very 
early period, probably before the descent 
of the Longobards into Italy. An in- 
ternal spring of fresh water, and secure 
magazines for stores, seemed to make it 
impregnable, as access was obtained 
only by means of a rope let down from 
the mouth of the cavern. Yet it has 
been repeatedly taken in time of war. 
After the valley had passed into the 
hands of the Venetians, the right of 
garrisoning the cavern was still conceded 
to the Emperor of Germany, and was 
held by the Austrians until 1798, when 
the stronghold was for the laet time 
taken by the French under Augereau. 

About 1 m. farther the road reaches 
the junction with the Brenta of its most 
considerable affluent — the Cismcin — 
which issues from a gorge still more con- 
tracted than that of the Brenta. Vast 
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quantities of timber are annually sent 
this way from the Talleys of Primiero 
aud San Bovo, and here formed into raft* 
that are floated down to B&sbbdo, and 
thence to Venice. About j m. S. of the 
junction is the village of Cimaone (6900, 
standing a little to the 1. of the toad. 
The pedestrian, already acquainted with 
the scenery of the main valley, may en- 
joy a mountain walk with little loss of 
time, by following the cattle-track that 
mounts from Cismone to the plateau 
above the E. side of the valley, and 
taking a course nearly due S., till he 
descends to Pove, about 2J m. N. of 
Basaano ; or, if he start early enough, 
he may take the ascent of the Grappa 
(Ete. C) in his day's -walk. The plateau 
over which bis route lies is called the 
CaUolti, and is similar in character to 
the Sette Comuni, described in the last 

5, but far less extensive. It further 
lifers in having no permanent popula- 
tion ; as the herdsmen who resort 
thither in summer descend in winter to 
the villages of the main valley. 

About Cismone the traveller will ob- 
serve the first patches of tobacco-ground. 
The privilege of cultivating this plant, 
subject to rigid excise regulations, was 
first granted to the inhabitants by the 
Venetian republic, aud has been con- 
tinued under successive governments. 
Throughout (hedistance of 8 m. between 
Cismone and Carpene there is scarcely 
a house or trace of cultivation to be seen. 
The floor of the valley is abandoned to 
the Brenta, whr eh though low iu summer 
pours down a vast mass of water in the 
full season, white on either side the 
rocks rise in mural precipices of vast 
height The finest scenery is near Yal 
Stagna, where the valley bends from 
SSW. to SSE. Though still very steep, 
the ' mountains here present a more 
broken outline. Projecting masses are 
crowned by narrow terraces, above 
which other towers and ramparts of 
nick are seen to rise; while here and 
there some tree finds space to fix ils 
roots. In approaching Carpene and Val 
Stagna the traveller will be puzzled to 
account for the appearance of m 
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lines of masonry, rising in places to a 
height of many hundred ft. above the 
stream, sometimes appearing to adhere 
to the face- of the precipices, sometimes 
carried along elopes of the steepest 
debris. These give evidence of the in- 
dustry and enterprise of the inhabitants. 
Each of these constructions has been 
raised in order to procure a plot of 
ground, often measuring bat a few square 
yards, whereon to grow tobacco. The 
walls of rough masonry enclose narrow 
terraces, whither earth is borne on the 
backs of men and women. To each 
plot, often accessible only by a ladder, 
the cultivator resorts frequently, and in 
dry weather carries <tp buckets where- 
with to water each individual plant In 
favourable seasons the leaves grow to a 
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Yal Stagna (522') is a considerable 
village, the first that has been seen on 
the rt. bank of the Brenta, and opposite 

bridge, is Carpenti, where the omnibuses 
usually halt for a few minutes. Here 
the traveller may cross to the rt. bank 
of the river, if he wish to visit on his 
way the Grotto of Oliero. The road to 
Bassano along that bank, though very 
narrow, between Val Stagna and Oliero. 
is easily passable for light carriages. 

The road from Carpens is somewhat 
hilly for 2 or 3 miles, as it crosses 
the bases of several buttresses that de- 
scend from the Collalti to the Brenta. 
After passing several smaller places, 
the road traverses Sologna, a large and 
thriving Tillage that stretches someway 
along the bank of the Brenta. Here the 
defile at length begins to open out, and 
it is evident that we are approaching the 
point where the mountains finally sub' 
side into a plain. Passing under a 
steep rock the road leaves the banks of 
the Brenta, and ascends a little to gain 
the level ground, some 80 ft. above the 
bed of the river. For nearly 2 m. the 
road is confined between stonewalls, en- 
closing olive gardens and vineyards, 
when a sudden turn presents to the eye 
an extremely picturesque view of Bas- 
aano. The etty is still guarded on the N. 
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side by the ancient ivy-grown wall which 
in winter screens it from the cold winds. 
At intervals rise the towers that recall 
the rule of Eccelino da Romano, and at 
the foot of the wall the ground slopes 
steeply towards a flat alluvial liasin of 
richly cultivated ground. The rond 
passes rouTti the eastern verge of this 
basin, and finally enters 

Bass/mo (Inns : Hondo ; Sant Anto- 
nio, both verv fair and better than they 
seem). Though ill-built, and not boast- 
ing a sing'e handsome street, the interior 
of tliejfwn is quaint and picturesque; 
while the view from the promenade 
along the city wall, and the adjoining 
Caftedei Fossi, eiaetly fneingthe open- 
ing of the defile of the Brenta, should 
on no account be omitted. It may be 
remarked here that the Venetians, Carry- 
ing into their provinces of terra flrma 
the peculiar phraseology of their city, 
called the principal valleys of the Vene- 
tian Alps canals! Thus the \ alley of 
the Brenta, as far as the Venetian 
frontier, is commonly known as Canal di 
Brenta, and the same nomenclature pre- 
vails through the greater part of Fnuli. 

Bassano boasts of a Museum more 
rich and complete than that of many 
more important cities, which it owes to 
the liberality of private donors. Tho 
Picture Qallory includes many works of 
the Da Ponte family, natives of the 
town from which they took their com- 
mon designation, and of others of the 
Venetian school. The library contains 
nearly 60,000 volumes. The collection 
of prints is especially rich, containing 
many valuable and rare engravings. A 
complete set of casts of die works of 
Canova, along with the drawings, works 
on art, and MS9. of that celebrated 
sculptor, was presented by his brother 
the late Bishop of Mindo. A very 
valuable collection of minerals and fos- 
sils was given to the Institution by the 
late Cnv. Parolini. In addition to the 
specimens collected by the founder in 
Italy, Greece, and Asia Minor, or pur- ' 
chased in various parts of Europe, it ' 
includes a large series of rocks collected ' 
by G. B. Brocchi, also a native of Baa- ' 



sano, and the scries of Snbaponnino 
fossils on which was founded the clas- 
sical work of the same eminent geolo- 
gist. 

The botanist will be interested in 
examining the Herbarium of Parolini, 
sod another, not in such good condition, 
but Terr rich in the plants 4>f this part 
of the Alps, formed by G. Montini, a 
good local botanist. 

The castle built by Eccelino da Ro- 
mano, now partly in ruins and partly 
inhabited by the arciprett, or rector, 
stands by the NW. gate of the town, 
and is a very picturesque object. ' 

The covered wooden bridge connect- 
ing Bassano with the suburb of Anga- 
rano on the W. bank of the Brenta is 
deservedly a favourite object with ar- 
tists, who seldom fail to introduce ' 
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structure built by Palladio was carried 
away in the last century by a flood of 
the Brenta, and the next bridge on the 
same site was blown up by the French. 
The readers of military history are fa- 
miliar with the masterly but audacious 
operations by which the first Napoleon 
in 1 798 hare completed the destruction 
of Wurmser's army, already defeated at 
Lonato and Castiglione, and forced that 
veteran general to seek shelter for the 
remains of his force within the walls of 
Mantua. Few visitors to Bassano omit 
to visit the garden formed by the late 
Cav. Parolini. The entrance is in the 
suburb called Borgo Leon, and admission 
is readily given on application to the 
gardener. It includes a very numerous 
collection of herbaceous plants, partly 
arranged as a botanical garden, but 
moat visitors are more attracted by the 
grounds, very well laid out, and com- 
manding picturesque views of the ancient 
walls, and the range of the Coltaltt. 
The collection of conifers includes many 
flue specimens of trees that do not 
flourish in Britain, and amongst others 
the botanists will observe with interest 
a knoll planted with Pmiu paroliniana, 
a curious tree, with contorted trunk, dis- 
covered by the late owner of the garden 
.en tile Trojan Mt. Ida. 
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The principal piazza of Bassano is 
470 ft. above the sea, while the mean 
height of the Brenta at the bridge is 
but 397 feet. 

Many interesting excursions may be 
made from Bassano. Of these the mors 
considerable— such as that to the Setto 
Comuni, to Possagno, and the ascent of 
the Grappa — ■ are noticed elsewhere. 
One, which should on no account ba 
omitted, is that to the Grotto of Otieiv, 
on the rt. bank of the Brenta, about 7 m. 
from Bassano. A few hundred yards 
from the village of Oliero is a recess in 
the mountain, enclosed by precipitous 
rocks, where copious streams of beauti- 
fully clear water issue from two caverns. 
It appears certain that by far the largest 
portion of the drainage of the Setto 
Coniuni finds il» way to this outlet. No 
other stream of any importance flows 
from the extensive plateau, and the 
volume of water here issuing, having' 
been protected from evaporation, is much 
greater than it would have been if it 
had flowed above ground. From a re- 
mote period the waters of the Oliero 
were used to work several paper-mills. 
One of these, till very lately belonging; 
to the Eemondini family, supplied paper' 
to the printing-office which for fully 80 
years made the name of that Rasssnes* 
family familiar to the literary world, 
while the prints issuing from the same 
establishment were spread throughout 
Europe, and beyond its bounds. No 
serious attempt seems to have been 
made to explore the grottoes until their 
late proprietor, Cav. Parolini, pene- 
trated in 1832 into the outer one. He 
also planted the environs with much 
taste, made winding walks up the steep 
side of the mountain above the grotto, 
and rendered the spot more accessible 
and more attractive. After entering the 
cavern on flags laid in the bed of the 
stream, visitors enter a small boat whifh 
can carry S or 6 persons, and passing 
over a small subterranean lake of con- 
siderable depth, laud at the farther end. 
The guides climb up with torches, and 
illuminate the stalactites that hang from 
the roof. On the whole, though not of 
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large dimensions, this is one of the most 
interesting caverns known to the writer. 
It does not appear possible to penetrate 
into the farther- cavern, but it is veil 
worth while to approach clone to the 
entrance by a path along the S. side of 
the stream. 

An excursion of especial interest to the 
botanist and the geologist may be made 
from Baesano to the hills of San Mi- 
chela, lying within a short distance of 
Angarano, on the W. side of the Brenta. 
They are composed of tertiary strata, 
which have undergone considerable dis- 
turbance, in part owing to the intrusion 
of igneous rocks since their deposition. 
The neighbourhood of Bassano pos- 
sesses an extremely rich flora, and the 
botanist may here reap an ample har- 
vest. The hills of Angarano, the 
neighbourhood of Oliero, the Collalti, 
bat most of all, the rocks above the 
L bank of the Brenta between Cismone 
and Solagna, produce many rare species, 
a few of which are noted in the follow- 
ing list: — Anemone trifolia, Isopyrwm 
tkalictroides, Erantkis ht/emolis, Epi- 
mtdium alpinum, N&hr'mgia Ponte, 
Ciratttum tylvalictim, Linum narbon- 
ense. Genista ttricea, G. radiata, Mtdi- 
cago caritiensix, Baxifraga petraa, 
Eryngium amethystimtm, Seseli glau- 
eitm, Ferulago galbantfera, Carpeeium 
cernvum, Centaurea alpina, G.rupestris, 
Leontodon criipui, L. ineamu, Chen- 
drilla prmani&&idf», Phylemna como- 
tttm. Campanula carniea, C. Alpini, C. 
tibirica, Lithorpernunt gTamlnijoHum, 
Lamiwn orvala. Euphorbia carnivliea, 
JAmodorum abortivtan. Iris graminea, 
Veratrum nigrum, Carex Mich-Id, Hie- 
rochloa auttralit, Feituca speclabilii. 



The traveller approaching Val Sn- 
gana from the Lake of Gaida, or from 
Verona, will probably pass through 
Roveredo, and will have a choice be- 
tween two easy and agreeable routes to 
Levico — one practicable in a light car- 
riage, the other on foot or horseback. 
If he should have no occasion to halt 
Eoveredo.he should take his railway- 
ticket to either of the atations men* 
tioned below. 

1. By Vigolo. Char-road — about 12 
It will be prudent to order a car- 
go from Levico to meet the traveller 
the rly. station. From the Matanllo 

station, on the rly. between Boveredo 
and Verona, a char-road is carried due 
E. through a deep depression between 
the bold summit of Monte Scanupia, so 
conspicuous from Trent, and the sum- 
mit called Terrarossa, which overlooks 
the Lake of Caldonazao. A very short 
glen leads up to the summit of the 
pass, very near which, but on the Val 
Sugana side, is Vigolo (1,908'? but Mr. 
Holzmann fonnd 2,8870. 0n a neigh- 
bouring height stands the castle of 
Vigolo, an ancient stronghold, which 
passed into the possession of the 
Bishops of Trout, and afterwards into 
private hands. This is a convenient 
point for the ascent of Monte ikanupia 
(7,027'), which offers -the. attractions of 
a very fine view, with many rare plants. 
The little valley through which the 
road descends to Calt&raniea is called 
Vol Yalta.™. For the way thence to 
Levico, see Bte. A, 

2. By Val Folgaria. Vat Folgaria, * 
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of Roveredo, pours its torrent into the 
Adige at Calliano (8 67, Rte. A). From 
the rly. station, the traveller will be 
directed to the track which mounts 
steeply the narrow part of the valley, 
passing the ancient castle of Bcaeno, 
and it is not till he has ascended to a 
height of noarly 3,000 ft. above die 
Adige that the valley widens into an 
upland basin, with swelling downs of 
meadow and Alpine pastures. There 
are many scattered dwellings, chiefly 
belonging to wealthy inhabitants of Ro- 
reredo. The traveller may choose among 
various pleasant paths, one of wliich 
passes by La Vtfta di Folgaria (3, 780'). 
The ascent of Monte Scanupia may be 
easily made from this side. A gentle 
ascent loads to the summit of the pass 
(4,476'? probably less) (hat separates 
this from the head of the Valley of the 
Astico. The watershed is ill defined, 
and mere undulations of the ground, 
rather than definite ridges, separate the 
head of this valley from Val di Terra- 

Eolo on the 8., and Val Sugana to the 
A track, passing San Sefasliano, 
leads the traveller to the head of Vol 
Ctnta, a little glen through which a plea- 
sant path descends to Caldonazso less 
than 2 m. from Levico. The distance 
from Galliano to that place is about 

30 m. 
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Although this road offers much agree- 
able scenery, its attractions cannot be. 
compared with those of the defile of 
the Rrenta from Bassano to Primolano. 
and the road from the latter village to 
Feltra by Arsie. That is the coarse 
taken by the slow country diligence or 
omnibus that plies daily, leaving Bas- 
sano at 4 a.m. ; and the road by Pos- 
snguo is chiefly taken by those who are 
drawn to that village by its association 
with the name of Canova. Host tra- 
vellers will prefer to engage a carriage 
from Fossagno and back, and then pro- 
ceed to Feltre by Primolano. 

On the E. side of Bassano the outer 
range of the Alps, includingtheCollalti, 
and the more lofty mass of the Grappa, 
subsides into the low country so ab- 
ruptly that there is scarcely an undula- 
tion of the ground between the plain of 
Venecia and the base of the steep con- 
tinuous slopes that vary from 3,000 to 
6,000 ft, in absolute height. Farther 
E. the base of the range is, as usual in 
mountain countries, defended by out- 
works, formed by the tertiary hills of 
Aaolo, whose structure has been illus- 
trated by Sir R. Murcbison in the me- 
moir here frequently referred to. Rather 
more than 2 m. from Bassano a square 
campanile, on a swelling knoll to the 
rt., marks the church of Bomn.no, the ' 
birthplace of the redoubted Eccelino. 
On the 1. hand, opposite Romano, is the 
Opening of a short glen of the wildest 
and most rugged character, called Val 
di Santa Fila (Felicita). About 2 m. 
farther the road leaves to the 1. the vil- 
lage of Borso (Rte. D), whence the 
ascent of the Grappa, is usually mads. 
Crossing some rather deep trenches 
cat by the autumn and spring torrents, 
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and puaing the village of Orapano, the 
road [inverses a Ads bridge whose cost 
was defrayed by a legacy left by Canova, 
and then ascends to a sort of low pass 
between the tertiary hills of Asolo on 
the rt., and the stem range of the Grappa 
and Boccaor on tbo 1. Before long the 
so-called Temple of Poasagno comes 
into view. It stands in a commanding 
position on the H. side of the little Vol 
tTUrrfana, which extends eastward from 
hence to the Piave, collecting into a 
single bed a number of minor torrents. 
Canora's house, the principal building 
in the Tillage, now the property of a 
lady, niece of the great sculptor, is 
freely shown to strangers. It has been 
in great part converted into a museum, 
wherein, besides casts of most of his 
works, there are several unfinished 
statues, and a fine monument to the 
daughter of a Spanish nobleman who 
was unable or unwilling to pay for the 
work when completed. It is known 
that Canova, like many other eminent 
men, mistook his real vocation, and took 
more satisfaction in the productions of 
his easel than those of the chisel. The 
pictures preserved here, and others 
which may be seen at the Villa Rtazo- 
nico, near Baesano, do not give any 
countenance to this delnsion. Not 
content with the sister arts of painting 
and sculpture, Canova wished to distin- 
guish himself also in architecture, and 
at the same time to leave to posterity a 
monument of his piety and attachment 
to his birthplace. With this view he 
designed a great church of circular form, 
in which he sought to combine thedoric 
portico of a Greek temple with the 
cupola of the Pantheon at Rome. The 
work was commenced in bis lifetime, 
the superintendence of details being en- 
trusted to a local architect, who com- 
pleted the building after the sculptor's 
death. ■ It stands on the slope, at soma 
height above the village, and 928 ft. 
above the sea level. Opinions may 
differ as to the fitness of the buildings 
fur a church, but apart from its destina- 
tion it must be regarded as a fine struc- 
ture. The road to Feltre keeps along 
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the base of the mountains, not follow- 
ing the torrent of Val Urgann, anil on 
reaching the Piave turns northward to 
the village of Fmer. The height of the 
bed of the Fiare Is here 626 ft., or 229 
ft, more than that, of the Brenta at Bas- 
sano. In the dry gravelly bed of the 
river the botanist may gather Leostodtm 
known only in similar 
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Isonzo- After following the rt, bank 
of the Piave for about S m., the load 
leaves the river-bank to ascend, at first 
by the rt., afterwards by the L, bank of 
the Soana torrent, which leads to 

Fiitrt (Inns: Vapore, very fair; 
Aqnila d' Oro), a small town, claiming 
to be reckoned among the most ancient 
in Europe. It stands on a rather steep 
slope, above the junction of the Cormedtt 
torrent with the Sonmt, the ancient 
castle called La Bocca (1,08s 1 ), and the 
cathedral (1,0.51'), being much above 
the level of the main street. Among 
other citizens of note, Feltre has pro- 
duced Panfilo Castiilili, who has been 
claimed, on very Blender grounds, as the 
inventor of printing with movable types, 
and Frate Bernardino, a njonk who es- 
tablished the first M<mt di Piiti, an 
institution which still exists in the 

Although at no great distance from 
the peaks of the so-called Vette di 
Feltre, it is not conveniently situated 
for excursions. Those summits are 
better reached from Primiero. (Sea 
Rte.E.) 
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Serai (1,268'), near ths opening of the 
glen, where the stream lurna eastward 
towards Feltre, the traveller may follow 
a track by the rt. bank, but it is ft 
shorter course to cross to the opposite 
bank, and there join the high-road, at a, 
mint nearly 5 ra. from Feltre. 

A notice Of the road from Primolano 



» to 10 or*, walking, esnloarre of baits. 

Tho traveller who does not object to 
a moderately long day's walk, may en- 
joy some varied scenery, aid a very 
fine viow, by tafcing a nearly direct line 
from Bassano to Feltre across tbe sum- 
mit of Monte Qrama (6,817'), the 
highest summit of tile outer range of 
the Alps rising immediately above the 
plain of Venetia. Additional interest 
will be felt by the botanist, who may 
collect many rare plants, characteristic 
of this region. If the excursion be 
made from Bassano, a yery early start 
is advisable, as tbe ascent of the long 
unbroken treeless slopes of the Grappa, 
after the sun has acquired power, is a 
trying process. The easiest way is to 
ascend from Borso; a village a little to 
tbe 1. of the road to Fossagno, nearly 
5 m. from Baasano ; but the botanist 
and the mountaineer will prefer a rather 
more arduous sheep-track that ascends 
the steep 8. face of the mountain from 
Craspano. The summit commands a 
considerable Alpine panorama to the N., 
hut the chief interest of the view is in 
the opposite direction, ad this summit 
overlooks the greater part of the plain 
of Venetia, and there is no other point 
so well situated for a general view of 
the lagoons, which in clear weather are 
seen aa though laid out upon a map. 
The Monte Cesen, rising on the E. side 
of the Piave, is at about the same dia- 
tanco from Venice ; but it is lower by at 
least 700 ft. 

The shortest way from the summit 
of the Grappa to Feltre is to keep 
nearly due N. until yon descend into 
the head of the Pal di Siren, a long 
glen running a little E. of N., and 
drained by tho Stiizont. torrent. Thence- 
forward a track leads along that stream. 
The Btixtota is the chief of the torrents 
which, uniting near Feltre, form the 
Bonus, On reaching the Tillage of 



) Feltre is found in the next Bouts, 




The beautiful valley of Frimiero must 
long since have acquired celebrity, wane 
it not for the fact that it lies oat of ths 
back of ordinary tourists, and is com- 
paratively difficult of access, especially 
from the S. side. The Austrian Govern- 
ment has recently achieved the con- 
military road from Pro- 
di Fiemme, which haa 
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tmcted towards one of the finest — in 
'the writer's oriuion tha fineat — valley 
of the Dolomite Alps. For the first 
introduction to Primiero, English tra- 
vellers are indebted to the Tar; interest- 
ing work of Messrs. Gilbert and 
Churchill, Often referred to in the fol- 

desiderute further information as to the 
higher summits than he will End in that 
volume. It should be understood that 
although the mast direct for travellers 
from the S. aide, the route here de- 
scribed is the meet difficult for nervous 
persons, unable to walk a few miles, 
owing to the steepness and roughness of 
the bridle- track between Fonzaso and the 
Tyrolese frontier. The way by Agordo, 
noticed in Kte. K, is doubtless easier. 

At Primolano, where the road to 
Feltre leaves the main line for Val 
Sugana (Rte. A), the new road ascends 
by several long zigzags (he very steep, 
but short, slope that leads up to the 
level of the broad valley which extends 
hence to Feltre. being the orographic 
prolongation of the valley of the Piave. 
The geologist will find it difficult to 
reconcile the actual course of the rivers 
here, as in many other parts of the 
Eastern Alps, with the views of those 
who refer the existing valleys and ridges 
mainly to subaerial erosive action. The 
new road is known as La Scala di Pri- 
molano, but the name La Scala was 
anciently given to an adjoining castle 
erected by the Scaligers, and now in 
ruins. Having attained the summit 
level at Fastro(l,160'), the road fa- 
verses undulating rocky ground, without 
any running stream in either direction, 
passes the village of Arsi 4(1,076"), and 
descends about 150 ft. to cross the 
Cismone. This river, after issuing from 
the defile above Fonzaso, mentioned 
below, traverses the broad valley, and 
escapes southward through the still nar- 
rower defile from which it flows out at 
Cismono (Rte. A). The road to Feltre 
is carried NE. for a short distance, and 
then turns due B-, over the nearly level 
floor of the valley, which seems to be 
partly filled up by recent sedimentary 



deposits, either of marine or freshwater 
origin. Against the supposition of some 
geologists that the valley of the Piave 
from hence to Belluno was at one time 
a lake, it may be objected that the de- 
posits of gravel which cover the surface, 
or remain in the form of terraces on the 
flanks of the valley, though sensibly ! 
level to the eye, are not truly horizontal. 
[From the point where the road to Fon- 

to Feltre is about 8 m. A little way 
beyond Arten the Stizzone descends from 
the Grappa into the valley, and turns 
eastward. After receiving several minor 
torrents it assumes below Feltre the 
name Sonna, and finally joins the Piave 
near Soman (737').] 

The diligence from Primolano to Fel- 
tre usually makes the detour of about 
It m. by FtHtratollfiBSf), a large and 
thriving village, with a poor Country inn 
(Sant* Antonio), and another (Angelc), 
which perhaps deserves a preference. 
Fonzaso stands at the very base of the 
ateep stony slopes of the Monte d' Arena, 
which produce a strong, rather rough, 
wine, for which there is much demand. 

There is a road, passable for a light 
carretlina, from Fonzaso to J.amon 
(2,060'), a village above the rt. bank of 
the Cismone, only 6 m. from tha Ty- 
rolese frontier. By writing, or sending 
beforehand to Primiero, a vehicle may 
be found in readiness at the frontier to 
carry travellers to that place. But the 
track from lamon crosses the ravine of 
the Cismone, thereby involving a long 
descent and ascent, and besides this 
the Italian customs authorities require 
that luggage should pass by the fron- 
tier station at Zorzoi. The consequence 
is that nearly all the traffic posses by 
the 1. bank of the Cismone, and the so- 
called Via dollo Schener from Zorzoi to 
Pontett. It is not easy to find mutes . 
suitable for ladies at Fonzaso, and the 
ij is in part so rough that they do 
tter to walk if possible. The beat 
urse for those who cannot do so, is to , 
■ite beforehand to Primiero to order 
e or more horses from the landlord of 
e Aonila Nera, Each, horse may go .■■ 
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in harness with a carrettina (a small 
-vehicle carrying two passengers and the 
driver) as fat as the frontier, and be 
nned with a saddle between that place 
and Fonzaso. Bonetti, the landlord 
above mentioned, promises to have in 
future' at least one side-saddle for lady 
visitors. On leaving Fonzaso, the pe- 
destrian should not attempt to take the 
track close by the 1. bank of the Cis- 
nione, but follow the narrow and rough 
char-road along the slope of the hill, 
till in loss than 1 m. he enters a gorge 
enclosed between steep rocks, whereon 
Phyttuma eomofum grows abundantly. 
The Gorge soon opens out, and before 
long the road descends towards a new 
bridge over the Cismone, whence it 
ascends to Lamon. The way to Zorzoi 
keeps to the E. side of the valley, and 
mounts from near the bridge to a point 
about 1,800 ft. in elevation, whence the 
traveller gains for the first time a 
general view of the surrounding moun- 
tains. It is seen that the basin extend- 
ing northward for 3 or * m., was at a 
comparatively recent period filled to a 
great depth (at least 500 ft.) with drift 
and alluvial gravel, and that since that 
period the Cismone, and other minor 
streams, have cut deep ravines through 
this incoherent deposit. The presence 
of erratic blocks from the head of tie 
valleys of the Cismone and Vanoi on 
the surface of the plateau shows that 
the glacier, which must have once Oiled 
the lower valley, failed to clear away, 
or to excavate deeply, the deposit over 
which it had advanced. 

The traveller very goon has practical 
experience of the results of the geologi- 
cal operations here referral to. The 
Ausore torrent, descending from the 
Vette di Feltre, crosses his route, and 
necessitates a steep descent by a vile 
stony path, and an ascent of nearly 700 
ft. to reach ths village of Sorriva 
(Ifi&f). This is particularly trying to 
beasts of burthen, snd the greater part 
of an hour is here consumed in per- 
fortoing a distance not exceeding j m. 
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level plateau, with fine viewu of th# 
surrounding mountains, and occasional 
glimpses of the deep trench excavated 



by tl 
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opposite side of the valley, rising N. of 
Lamon is Monte Coppi/lo, sometimes 
visited by botanists, but its flora is not 
comparable for variety to that of the 
Vette di Feltre, of which some summits 

Zorioi is the last village on the Italian 
side of the frontier, and therefore the 
customs station. It has a very poor 
otteria. The diluvial plateau, over 
which the track haa passed for soma 
distance, has been excavated by torrents, 
and disappears as the valley north of 
Zorzoi gradually contracts to a defile. 
The track mounts gently along the 
slope of the mountain, and is then 
carried nearly at a lerel for a consider- 
able distance. Nearly at the highest 
point reached, by the path it passes ths 
ruined tower of Schener, once used for 
levying toll from passengers, which has 
given its name to this road. The path 
is not bad, but as it is rather narrow, 
and often carried along precipitous 
rocks, almost overhanging the bed of 
the Cismone, nervous persons are not 
comfortable in riding over it. Near 
Schener the track from Lamon mounts 
to join our route. A stream descend- 
ing from tbert. has cut a deep trench in 
the side of the mountain, and the path is 
forced to make a considerable circuit, 
and thenceforward with some undula- 
tions descends towards the level of the 
Cismone. The scenery is throughout 
charming. For some time the traveller 
has before him the Monte Tatoga, shaped 
like a gigantic wedge, and cut off from 
tho mountains on either side by a deep 
cleft. Through that on its W. aide 
flows the Vanoi, descending from Caoria 
(Rte. H), while Ihe Cismone washes its 
eastern base. About j m. above the 
junction of the two streams the path, 
keeping always to the 1. bank of the 
Cismone, reaches the frontier, called 
Pontetto, from a small stone bridge over 
a torrent descending through a ravine 
on the rt. hand. There is a wretched' 
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o&teria on the Italian side ; but, on cross- 
ing the bridge, the traveller Ends a well- 
built house kept by a guardaboschi. Since 
the separation of Yeuctia from Austria 
the house was occupied by custom-house 
officers, but in 1868 they are removed 
to another house, and a stranger may 
count on finding tolerable accommoda- 
tion, and much civility from the landlord. 
On reaching the Tyroleee frontier the 
traveller is surprised to find an excellent 
road, completed in 1866, leading from 
this point to Primiero. Unfortunately 
there is little prospect of the road being 
continued along the much more difficult 
ground intervening between this and 
i'onzaso. With the passage of the in- 
ternational boundary ensues a change in 
the character of the scenery. The dpfile 
opens out somewhat, and allows space 
for the road along the 1. bank of the 
stream. Huge erratic blocks of por- 
phyry are perched on the steep slopes, 
composed of fine angular fragments of 
dolomitic limestone, and when detached 
from their resting-places by rain or 
frost, roll down into the bed of the Cifl- 
mone. For about 'I m. the road follow* 
the 1. bank, about due N. t a small church 
on a lofty pinnacle of Monte Tatoga 
being here s conspicuous object. After 
crossing the Cismone by a new stone 
bridge the road turns to KE., and the 
valley of Primiero opens out before the 
traveller. The principal group of do- 
lomite peaks is not immediately seen ; 
bnt the summits enclosing the head of 
Tal Noana, rising shove the intervening 
range of Monte Tase, are already attrac- 
tive objects. Passing the first group of 
houses, called Tatt/tri, whence the 
beaten track to Canal di San Bovo 
(Bte. G) ascends to cross the ridge of 
the Gobera, the road* soon reaches liner, 
the first of the group of villages that 
make up the district of Primiero. This 
stands opposite the opening of Val 
Noana, a remarkable glen, further 
noticed among the excursions in this 
neighbourhood, Jt should be observed 
that among the people of the valley the 
name Primiero is employed collectively 
tor the entire district, and that the ap- 



plication of thai 

village, though general ai 

is not sanctioned by local usage. 

A short way beyond Imer is the 
second village, called Menano. Her*, 
and throughout the valley, the stranger 
is struck by the appearance of comfort 
and prosperity which seems universal 
among the population. Though sur- 
rounded by barren mountains, there is* 
a moderate breadth of good land in the 
bottom of the valley, whereon heavy 
crops of mai™ are annually raised. Of 
Course the chief reliance of the popula- 
tion is on their dairy stock ; and Primiero 
butter is advantageously known in 
Venice, and other Italian cities. The 
road winds round the base of the moun- 
tain on the L hand, and then approaches 
the banks of the rushing Cismone; but 
it is only when within a few hundred 
yards' distance that the traveller gains 
a view of the slender pointed spire that 
marks the chief village of the valley, 
locally known as 

La Fiera (2,349'). The traveller will 






it the 



Aquila, kept by Bonetti, surnamed Moto 
— charges not unreasonable, but not so 
cheap as a few years ago. He must 
not expect in this remote place all the 
appliances of advanced civilisation, but 
will find several clean and comfortable 
rooms, and tolerably good and abundant 
food. 

A party intending to remain here 
some weeks might probably arrange 
for board and lodglr-g on economical 
terms. There is another inn on the 
opposite or W. side of the main street, 
kept by a family, also named Bonetti i 
whose delinquencies are chronicled in 
Messrs. Gilbert and Churchill's book. 
As they have since suffered by seeing all 
English visitors go to the rival house, 
the writer is inclined to believe in the 
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ce exhausted. The only evi- 
naining of its former wealth ia 
e silver remonstrance, 2 ft, ia 
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height, presented by the miners to the 

Crish church. This is worth a visit, 
ing a characteristic specimen of early 
German pointed architecture. Opposite 
to Lft Fiera, on the E. side of the Cia- 
tnone.is the village of 

Tran sacqua , with the adjoining hamlet 
of Ormcnico. The perish church con- 
tainsapicture of St. Mark, of which the 
"head has been attributed to Titian. 

Iron mines are still worked at Pri- 
miero; bat the increasing cost of fuel, 
and the expense of carriage in a valley 
not accessible by wheel vehicles, has 
interfered with their prosperity. 

A short description of the valley, and 
a. notice of some excursions not included 
among the following routes, may be ac- 
ceptable. Further information will be 
found iu a lively article by Mr. Leslie 
Stephen in the ith vol. of the 'Alpine 
Journal.' 

The Valltt/ of Primiero, from the base 
of Monte Tatoga to Siror and Tonadico, 
the highest villages, is enclosed on either 
aide by comparatively low, rounded, 
pine-covered ridges. That on the NW. 
aide is formed of crystalline slate, and 
at one point, Dot far from the track to 
Canale, granite makes its appearance 
on the surface. The opposite ridge, 
collectively called Monte Tase, is partly 
formed of limestone, and partly of red 
porphyry, which forms the ragged mass 
rising E. of Traneacqua. Immediately 
above the village of La Fiera the valley 
divides. The main branch of the Cis- 
mone, descending from nearly due N., 
receives s torrent from the NE., issuing 
from Val di Canute. In the fork be- 
tween these two branches rises the won- 
derful group of dolomite peaks, which 
must ever make this one of the most 
extraordinary of mountain valleys. 
Whatever fantastic forms that rock may 
assume elsewhere, they are here sur- 
passed in boldness and strangeness. Of 
the five or six highest, all much exceed- 
ing 10,000 ft. in height, thore is but 
one at all easy of access. The others 
are either mere towers or obelisks of 
rock, with sheer vertical faces, or el* 
M the highest peak, fashioned like 
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ruinous wall, abruptly broken away at 
one end, and cleft at frequent intervala 
along the ridge by chasms that appear 
perfectly impassable. In rock-climbing 
it is never safe to declare any place im- 
practicable without actual trial. Narrow 
ledges and clefts often give footing on a 
seemingly impracticable declivity. The 
writer's impression as to the inaccessi- 
bility of the Primiero peaks, though con- 
firmed by several of themost experienced 
mountaineers, has been falsified by the 
successful ascent of two of the highest. 
As most of the higher summits lis nearly 
in aline from N. to S., they are not seen 
to advantage from Primiero. One atone 
— the Sat Moot, the southernmost of the 
group — suffices to rivet the attention of 
the beholder. A much lower summit, 
the Cima Cimedo, which may be likened 
to a massive buttress, adorned by hun- 
dreds of pinnacles, stands between the 
spectator and the Sas Maor ; but as tha 
latter towers above it to a vast height, 
the general effect is rather increased 
than otherwise. There is no satisfac- 
tory information, or at least none 
published, respecting the height of these 
summits. There can be no doubt what- 
ever that the 

Cimon delta Pcda, partly seen from 
Primiero, at the head of the main valley 
on the rt. hand, is the highest peak. 
The measurement of the Austrian 
'Kataster' is 10,643 ft.; while the 
height attributed on the same authority 
to ths PaUe di San Afartino, not visible 
" n Primiero, is 10,989 ft. It is pos- 



sible that the error here arises from ft 
transposition of names, as on that sup- 
position the figures correspond pretty 
well with the relative height of those 
summits. The Cima di Fraduita, SE. " 
of the Palle di S. Martino, is about tho 
same height, while ft broad topped 
summit farther E., seen from Primiero 
above the Val di Canale, may be a few 
feet higher. The summit E. of the head 
of Val di Canale, is the Croda Grand* 
(Sasso di Campo of seme maps), 9,091 
ft. in height, according to the Kataster, 
but higher by 700 or BOO ft. The Set. 
Maor falls somewhat below the highest' 
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Schaubach, ia ludicrously below ihe 
mark, as it eannot full much belov the 
limit of 10,000 ft. Some dolomite peaks 
which elsewhere would attract attention 
rise above the head of Vol Noana, lo- 
cally called Vol Aiinozza. The highest 
ia apparently that called, par excttitnce. 
It Me. In die opposite direction, about 
doe W. of Primiero, rises the granitic 
man of the Cima d'Asta (Etc. H), which 
comes into view whenever tie traveller 
lifts high enough to overlook the ridge 
bounding the valley on that aide. It is 
strange that the popular belief in the 
supremacy of that peak extends even to 
the people who live at the foot of much 
loftier summits. 

Few places offer a greater variety of 
interesting excursiuna than Primiero. 
Strangers must not expect to find here 
professional guides. Travellers con- 
templating ambitions excursions must 
bring competent guides with them. Of 
the local men the best is probably Giu- 
Mppe BrenieL An old man, nicknamed 
Moidele, who is sometimes recommended 
to strangers, knows tho country, but ii 
unable to keep np with even the mosl 
moderate pace. Two hunters, both 
named Colesel, also deserve mention. 
One of them, designated Colesel Rosso, 
ia very useful aa a porter. He ia stunted 
and unprepossessing in appearance, but 
honest, and very strong, and will carry 
60 or 40 lbs. of luggage, day after 
day, over rough ground, not expecting 
more than 2 florins daily. The men 
hereabouts are used to carry heavy 
weights, and an older man who acts as 
carrier between Primiero and Fonzaso 
may be trusted to carry the same burden 
between those places. 

The inevitable excursion from Pri- 
miero, a mere stroll, is that to the castle 
of I* Pietra, noticed in Rte. K. A 
slight detour to a plain square shooting- 
lodge standing near the entrance to Val 
di Canals, will give soma idea of the 
s ee nei y of that singular glen. This is 
the residence of Count Welsberg, the 
" 'e of a yery ancient 



Tyreleee family, once lords of the entire 

'.n excursion highly to be reeom- 

ided, which is within reach of very 

moderate walkers, ia that to Val Noana. 

The lower part, for a distance of about 

1 hr. from its opening opposite Imer, is 
a defile of the grandest character. About 

2 hrs. farther the Noana torrent receives 
an affluent descending from the Alpe di 
Neva, where there is a large dairy esta- 
blishment. This lies but a short way 
from the Pauo dtUa Finatra, over which 
a circuitous tract leads to Fsltrs. The 
main glen, above the junction of the 
Neva, is called Vol Atmotza a wild 
recess, enclosed at its head by the bare 
dolomite rocks of II Pis and Monte 
Asinozza, The best way to visit Val 
Noana ia to enter it by a rough cart- 



main road through the valley of Pri- 
miero by a bridge near Mezzano. The 
track is carried for some way close to 
the Noana torrent, in the jaws of the 
defile. This begins to open out when 
Val Noana turns to NE., parallel to 
that of Primiero. If not anxious to 
reach the Neva Alp, and the Fasso dells. 
Finestra, the traveller will do well to 
take the first track to the 1., and mount 
the ridge of Monte Tase, keeping, how- 
ever, to the Noana side of that ridge, 
till he has passed the junction of its two 
upper branches. Bather beyond the 
point where it would appear expedient 
to strike NNW. serosa the ridge of Monte 
Tase, in order to return to Primiero, he 
will find a well-made track, carried 
nearly at a level for a considerable dis- 
tance up Val Asinozza, at a great height 
above the torrent. The alp at the head 
of that glen is devoted exclusively to 
sheep, and the mountaineer's mid-day 
luxuries, milk and butter, are not to' tie 
found. Returning over the ridge of 
Monte Tase fins views are gained of the 
Cima d'Asta, and part of the Primiero 
dolomites. A guide ia almost nseessary 
for this excursion, as most of the paths 
on Monte Tase are very faintly traced. 
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Another excursion, recommended to From the SW. end of the craggy n 
moderate walkers, is to ascend vest- of the Vette di Feltre extends to] 
ward from Siror (lie last village on the a broad rounded ridge, partly covered 
Oismouo, less than 1 m. from La Fiera) with pine forest, partly green wilh Alpine 
to the little Lakt of Calaila (about 
6,000'?). This rests on a small pla- 
it;™, drained bj a torrent that runs 
8W. through the Vol di Lotem to join 
the Tanoi near the Tillage of Canals 
(Rte. G). The traveller may follow the 
track along the torrent to Prade, re- 
turning to Pnmioro by the Qobera ; but 
he will gain finer news by following 
the ridge dividing Primiero from Lozem, 
and thence descending to Mezzanc The 
interest of this excursion wilt be much 
increased by ascending from the Lake 
of Calaila to the summit of Monte 
Aram (about 8,700'?), a 



forming the boundary 
district. 

An excnrsion of the highest interest, 
strongly recommended to all touri ' 
but especially to the botanist, is 
ascent of the Patrioat, or Col di Lu. 
(7,8770, the highest summit of 
Vette di Feltre. This, which is 
summit seen to the rt. in viewing 
Vette from Primisro, may be reached 
from Feltre or Fonzaso ; but the 
rest of the expedition is much increased 
by following the course here suggested 
It is rather a long day's walk for mode- 
rate pedestrians, but fair quarters foi 
the night are found at the Agnerola 
Malga, of which the botanist will not 
Ml to avail himself, if he would gain 
necessary time for gathering the many 
rare plants found — *' 



ie Col d! Lnna liu been supposed 

oomnumly bean, derived 
ta of Che Western Alps. 
. be understood to be the 
m of the Italian wort Coat-hW 
_ . It reonrs frequently In the Ve- 
netian Alps, and the Italian Tyrol ; and it it 
hat anywhere got Into use to Indicate a pus, 
it Is only in the same senae as many panea In 
BwtQarland and Savoy are designated by the 
' wort Mont : e.jr- Mont CenlB, Mont Genevrt, 
Mont 81. Qothard. 



the Monte Vederne, under whose W. 
and N. faces the new road is carried 
from Pontatto to liner. Its eastern 
face overlooks the deep gorge of the 
Nusna mentioned above. The direct 
way from Primiero is by a track through 
the fields from Mezzano, leading to a 
bridge over the Cismone immediately 
below the junction of the Noana torrent. 
A beaten track, known as Strada delist 
Vedarne, begins to ascend through pine 
forest close to the bridge, and after 
reaching an oratory about 1,000 ft. 
above the torrent, is carried southward 
above the gorge of the Noana. The 
way is throughout very beautiful, and 
there seems to be no reason why ladies 
should not ride as far as the Agnarola 
Alp, dismounting at one or two awkward 
places. Rather more than 1 hi. from 
the foot of the mountain the truck is 
joined by a goat-track which mounts 
directly from the gorge of the Noana, 
and that course is recommended to ac- 
tive pedestrians not already acquainted 
with the grand scenery of the defile 
below. A little farther a point is reached 
where the wall of rock overhead forms 
a semicircular enclosure and a little 
streamlet springing over the edge falls 
into a basin. The obstacle is sur- 
mounted by a wooden gallery supported 
on beams driven into the rock : for a 
few minutes the way lies through a 
rocky cleft, and then emerges on a slope 
of fine mountain meadow. Echinotper- 
mum defiexum grows near the gallery, 
and many other rare plants are seen by 
the way. A short ascent through pine 
forest now loads to the green pastures 
that cover the ridge of the mountain. 
A little to the rt. is the casern of Agne- 
rola (5,1470- This offers better accom- 
modation than usual in such places, 
having a bedstead full of clean dry hay, 
separated from the common room by a. 
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partition. When not required by the 
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establishment, this is at the dispo- 
sal of strangers. About ISO cows are 
pastured here, and the services of six 
or sight men are required ; yet there is 
no drinkable water near at hand, and 
one of the men daily descends a dis- 

a small barrel of the precious liquid. 
The position of the Agnerola Alp is 
charming, and an evening is pleasantly 
spent in breathing the pure air and en- 
joying the view, unless the traveller 
prefer to seek rare plants at the base of 
the rocks of the Pavione. This rises 
SE. of the nip in the form of a pyra- 
mid, girdled by two steep rocky belts 
that from a distance seem difficult of 
access. Below the lower range of rocks 
is a declivity clothed with pine forest, 
and in part with Pimti mughtn. 

The ascent of the peak, though suf- 
ficiently steep, does not offer the slightest 
difficulty. There is no need to make a 
considerable detour to the rt, as coun- 
selled by the herdsmen. Keeping but 
a little to the left of the straight course, 
any one used to mountain climbing will 
reach the summit in about 2 hrs. from 
the casern. 

The view is at once varied and ex- 
tensive. The coast of the Adriatic from 
Chioggia beyond Venice to the mouth 
of the Ieonzo, is better seen than from 
any other Alpine summit, excepting, 
perhaps, the Monte Cavallo (§ " *~ 



the supremacy of the Cimon della Pala 
over his nearer rivals here admits of r 
doubt Most of the higher sumrai 
of Cadore may be distinguished, along 
with many a minor peak not to be 
identified without minute local know- 
ledge. 

This mountain is known to botanists 
as one of those in the range of the Alps 
that produces the richest harvest of 
rare plants. A few of these only 
be enumerated here : — Anemtmt baldenta 
and A. narcistiflora, Ranuncutui Se- 
guieri and B. Thora, Delphinium man- 
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taaum, Papavtr pyrenaicum, Arali't* 
pumila, AlyatMtn Wutfenianvnt, Qocir 
learia brewotiulie. A/lint lanceoiaia and 
A. graminifolki, Csratiium toiaentatum 
(this and the last on the rocks above 
Anne), Phaca frigtda (highest peak), 
Potentilla nitida, Saxi/raga petraa, 
Valeriana elongata, Plarmioa exyloba, 
Scorzonera purpurea, h'/tderota Ageria 
and P. Bonarota, I'cdievla.i* rotes, 
Primula Facchinii, CortutO Matthioti 
(abundant), and Avena lioelii. Op 
rocks at the base of Monte Vederae 
may be gathered the rare Aspleniua 
Hecloiii. 

In descending from the summit, va- 
rious courses are offered to the traveller's 
choice. He may turn ENE. to the 
col (7,185')- between the Pavione and 
Monte Pietina (the next peak in the 
range of the Vctte), and by a circuitous 
but agreeable track, known to the 
herdsmen, finally get down to the 
middle part of Val Noana. If bound 
for Feltre, the shortest and. easiest way 
is to bear at flrst SB., then S., along 
the slopes of Mvntt Lamen, and finally, 
by going down steep grassy slopes, 
reach the col (3,472*) between Aune 
and Pedevena (1,206'). A beaten track 
leads from the col to the latter Tillage, 
which is only 2 m. from Feltre. What- 
ever the traveller's destination may he, 
if he be a lover of extraordinary scenery, 
or a botanist, he should prefer to every 
other course the path to Aune, a small 
Tillage lying in a recess at the SSW. 
side of the mountain, unless he choose 
to reverse the route here suggested, and 
ascend from that side. A little below 
the top, be should descend a rather 
long slope of steep debris (producing 
some of the rarest plants above enume- 
rated), which leads to a stony hollow 
where there is one of the few springs of 
water to be found on the mountain. 
Thence the course lies westward, nearly 
at a level, and even ascending slightly 
above the rim of the formidable preci- 
pices, whose existence is not suspected 
till they are seen from below. The 
track leads to a casera, whence an easy 
path leads to the Agnerola Alp. If he 
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one of the 

to put the traveller on the path lending 
down the precipices to Aune. When 
dace found, it is impossible far him to 
lose it, and further guidance is not 
needed. It will be some time before 
he will be aware of the formidable 
character of the precipices amongst 
which fte is engaged. The path is 
carried to and fro along ledges and 
under overhanging rocks, so that it is 
impassible to guess what its ultimate 
direction may be. With many another 
scene of the kind present to his memory, 
the writer does not recollect any fre- 

S rated path that surmounts such hope- 
s-looking precipices. Difficulty there 
is none ; but at one point, unavoidable, 
though slight, danger is incurred for a 
few moments. The track passes at one 
place along the foot of a precipice, 
about 1,800 ft. in height, which actually 
•Terbangs its base. The cattle feeding 
on the slope above, sometimes set 
stones in motion that fall on, or close, 
to the path.* 

If returning from Aune to Primiero, 
the traveller may take the beaten track 
by Servo to Zoraoi, or avoid the village 
of Anne, and follow a rough path along 
the N. side of the valley, till after many 
up* and downs, he descends in about 3 
bis from the summit to Zorzoi to rejoin 
the Schener track to Primiero. 

Practised mountaineers who may 
halt for awhile at Primiero will natu- 
rally give some attention to the great 
dolomite peaks, which are its chief at- 
traction. Such travellers usually select 
their own route, but it may be well 
to point out that the broken plateau, 
which on the NE. side seems to connect 
together the mass of the dolomite peaks, 
is accessible through the main branch 
.Of the Val di Canale (mentioned above), 
and from that side the Cimadi Fradusta 
is accessible as well as from the side of 
Pravitali. There is do difficulty " 

H of injury la 



ing along the plateau by the N. side of 
the Falle di San Martino to the Passo 
delle Cornelle (Bte. L), and so descend* 
ing to San Martino di Castroiza and 
Primiero. 

On the whole, the finest expedition 
for a moderate mountaineer, anxious to 
make acquaintance with the highest 
peaks of this district, is to ascend 
through the Val di Pravitali (mis- 
printed Travitaii in Mr. Stephen's paper 
ID the ' Alpine Guide '). This is a sin- 
gular gorge narrowed above to a mere 
deft that is passed on the i. hand in 
ascending the Val di Canale. In about 
4} hrs. from Primiero the climber issues 
from the cleft upon a little grassy plain 
almost completely enclosed by lofty 
peaks. In one direction a small glacier 
leads up to the Cima di Fraditsta, the 
most easily accessible of the Primiero 
peaks; to the S. rises another summit, 
hitherto nameless, now called Cima di 
Ball (probably about 10,000'), climbed 
by Mr. Stephen, separated by a deep 
trench from the Sas Maor. N. of the 
same spot is the Palle di San Martino, 
the third in height of this gronp, which 
has hitherto resisted all attempts to scale 
it. Mr. Stephen made a rather difficult 
descent from the col between the last* 
named and the Cima di Sail into the 
main branch of the valley above Siror; 
but on a subsequent occasion took a 
more interesting way over the rough 
plateau that stretches from the Fraduato 
to the Cimou della Pala, descending by 
the Passo delle Cornelle (Eto. L), to 
which he was led by the stone-man 
erected by Mr. Tuckett's guides. 
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Since the opening of the road to 
Primitrn from the Val di Fiemme, that 
wit is naturally chosen by travellers 
arriving from (he N. side. Although 
the whale distance is easily accomplished 
in one day, it is a better plan to halt at 
Panaveggio and enjoy the charming 
walks that are found in the neighbour- 
hood. If the accommodation at San 
Martinu di Castrozzn were improved, all 
mountaineers would nolect that place as 
head -quarters for expedi lions among 
the higher peaks. 

As mentioned in the last Rte, the 
upper end of the valley of the Cismone, 
sometimes called Val di Caitrosta, 
stretches for about 1 2 m. nearly due N. 
from its junction with the Val di Canale. 
Beyond the village of Siror, standing at 
the lower end, less than 1 m. above La 
Fie™, there are scarcely any permanent 
dwellings in the valley. On the east 
side the steep slopes at the base of the 
great range of dolomite peals are mostly 
covered with forest, save where land- 
slips, avalanches, or torrents, have torn 
away the surface, and exposed the soil, 
• im posed of comminuted fragmi * 









a the i 



way toSirnria by the path that is carried 
along the 1. bank of the Ciemone from 
the bridge at LaFiara. The path above 
Siror by the E. side of the valley leads 
directly to San Martino, but the new 
road ascends along the opposite side 
.above the rt. bank of the torrent. This 
way is rather longer, but rewards 
the traveller by noble views of the 
great peaks that tower above the 



San Martino di Cadrotta (4,91!') is 
an ancient hospice, formerly belonging 
to a religious community, now leased to 
a farmer, whose numerous family and 
farm-pervanU occupy a large part of the 
building. Another part is reserved for 
a priest, who officiates here in summer, 
so that the space available for travellers 
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nited. Then 
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separate bed-room, comfortless and Hi- 
lighted, and meals are taken in the 
common close and crowded room which 
serves for the inmates and passing way- 
farers. A single woman, one of the 
family, cooks for and waits upon all, 
and though she does ail in her power 
for strangers, the result is discomfort 
and privation. This is the more un- 
fortunate as there are few spots in the 
Alps more thoroughly enjoyable in fine 
wouther, or where a few days might be 
passed so agreeably, if a moderate share 
of creature-comforts were to be found. 
The new road passes about 100 yards 
from the hospice, and the drivers halt 
there. Of the many excursions that 
might be made fram San Martino, we 
may here mention the Paseo delle Cor- 
nelle, noticed in Rte. L, and those to 
the Lakes of Colbricon, and to the 
Monte Castellazzo, mentioned below. 
On no account should the traveller fail 
to gain the wonderful view of the dolo- 
mite peaks which is obtained from the 
heights on the W. aide of the valley. 
The most favourable point is probably 
a summit (Monte Tognazzo) which may 
be reached in j hr. from the Tognola 
Alp. (Rte. H.) 

The valley of the Ciamone extends 
for about 1 hr. above San Martino 
to the base of a massive wail of rock 
that bars the valley across. At its E. 
end thia abuts againBt the base of 
the Ciraon della Pala, while on the 

from the Monte Cavalazzn. The road 
winds up the E. slope of the latter 
mountain to the plateau that lies be- 
tween it and the head of Val Tin- 
vignolo. This highland tract is locally 
known as La CoStontclla, which name 
is given to the pass. As the ground 
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is perfectly easy, the ped 
not keep near to (he road, xj press™ 
for time he may take a path passing by 
the Casern di Rolle, Or else bear to the rt. 
over swelling pastures. The views are 
already very fine, bat no traveller having 
an hoar to spare should 



alight detour in order 



appr. 



ich the 



bane of the Cintoa delta Pala. This may 
beat be described as a shattered wall of 
dolomite, about 11,000 ft. in height. 
When seen from the 8. und SW., the 
crest shows as a broken ridge, cut into 
teeth by deep chasms, surmounting a 
broad and nearly vertical lace of rock. 
But from the NE. aide scarcely any- 
thing is in view save the extremity of 
the wall, surmounted by two enormous 
coping-atones, in the shape of masses of 
nnshai.tercd rock, each several hundred 
ft. in height. The uppermost is pyra- 
mid-shaped at the top ; but the point 
visible from this side is certainly not 
the highest. To see it to full advantage 
the traveller should bear to the rt. from 
the track to Paneveggio, and ascend to 
the upper part of the plateau, above the 
wall of rock that bars the bead of Vol 
di Castrozza, overlooking a savage hol- 
low through which the drainage of the 
snow-beds, and of two small glaciers, 
descends to Val Travignolo. Involun- 
tarily the Alpine traveller will compare 
this with the most sublime scenes of a 
similar character to be found elsewhere 
in the Alps, and especially with the 
view of the Matterhorn from the ridge 
of the Hornli. The height of the two 
peaks from the apparent base is about 
equal, but the Cimon is undeniably the 
more slender, and, so to say, the more 
incredible of the two. Daring as is the 
form of the Mattcrhorn, it suggests the 
idea of stability ; whereas it is easy to 
conceive that a trifling accident, the 
yielding of a single stone in its masonry, 
might set this gigantic fabric toppling 
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that the absence of great glaciers, 
extensive snow-fields, makes the general 
character of the view very different. 

The mountaineer who does not object 
ttt rough ground may follow the stream 



through the above-mentioned hollow till 
he strikes the path leading from the 
Venigia Pass to Paneveggio (§ 60, Ete. 
E). The shorter and easier way is to' 
return to the track which was left near 
the summit-level, 6,657 ft. in height. 

The scenery of Val Traeignoh, to- 
wards which the track now descends, 
offers a striking contrast, to that which 
has been so recently left behind. The 
easily disintegrated porphyry rock, 
which here prevails, forms mountains 
with rounded outlines, whose slopes are 
covered with extensive pine forests. In 
3 hrs. from San Martino the traveller 
will easily reach Paneveggio (a, 160'). 
A large building here, originally con- 
structed as a hospice on the same plan 
as that of San Martino, has, like it, 
passed into the hands of a family of 
peasants. The house has of Into been 
partly rebuilt, and supplies very fair 
accommodation for a few travellers. 

Val Travignolo— one of the chief 
lateral valleys of Val di Fiemme— is 
further noticed in § SO, lite. E. All 
easy walk of 3 hrs. leads from Pane- 
veggio to Predazzo in Fiemme. 

There is another route, a little shorter, 
but much rougher, than that above de- 
scribed, between San Martino di Cas- 
trozza and Paneveggio. Turning west- 
ward from the hospice along the S. side 
of a large meadow, the traveller will 
easily find a broad track that mounts 
gradually to NW. through pine-forest 
till it reaches a large casern, lying in 
a hollow traversed by a slender rivulet. 
This leads up to another higher and much 
wilder stony basin, partly filled by frag- 
ments of rock fallen from the surround- 
ing heigths. The track keeps the bottom 
of the hollow, and then mounts the 
ridge at its upper end, forming the 
watershed between the Cismone and 
the Travignolo. This ia the Pamo di 
Collmcon. Several small lakes or Al- 
pine tarns lie in hollows of the mountain 
on the right of the pass. This is incor- 
rectly represented in all the ordinary 
mapa, where the track is made to pass 
by the lakes. To reach the lowest and 
largest of these it is necessary to turn 
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sharply to the it. from the summit nf the 
(nan, and cross some rough ground. 
Keeping onwnrd through the forest 
Mow, And E. of the lake— a haunt of 
the cook of the woods, now rare in this 
district — it is easy to reach the Cssera 
di Rolle, and return that way to San 
Martino. The beaten track from the 
Coibricon pass leads by Paneveggio to 
Predazzo, but there is a rather shorter 
way, avoiding Paneveggio, and following 
forsome distance thai, bank of theTra- 
vignolo. 

Travellers bound for the Tal di Fassa 
may follow a mountain track from Pan e- 
vaggio to Moena, and enjoy glorious 

Por excursions from Paneveggio see 
I 60, Etc. E, 



Osiriigp-rima to Pieve diTeslu.stiont 8 m. ; 
thence to Prtmicro I, his. 

Although this involves a longer ride, 
or walk, than the route to Primiero by 
Fonzaso (Rte. E), it is perhaps to be 
preferred by nervous persons, as the 
track is throughout safe and tolerably 
easy. In spite of the necessity of cross- 
ing three ridges, one of them being of 
considerable height, much traffic passes 
this way, especially since the separation 
of Venetia from Tyrol. It is not un- 
common to meet trains of mules laden 
with wine, and other produce of the 
warm region, bound for the Canal di 
S. Bovo and Primiero. In approaching 
Primiero by this way from Bassai 
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is expedient to engage a vehicle at 
Primolano for La Pieve di Tesin (4 to 6 
0, with one horse); unless the traveller 
prefer to mount on foot through the 
gorge of the Origno. 

Starting from Borgo there is a direct 
road from Castelnovo to Strigno, but in 
approaching from the south side the 
high-road is left at the Barrieate. 
(Rte. A.) 

Strigno (1AS1") is a well-built village, 
with eveiy appearance of comparative 
wealth and comfort. It has lately been 
connected by a new and tolerably good 
road with the valley of Tesin. This 
winds up the hill above Strigno, leaving 
to the N. the old steep track, and Anally 
gains the ridge (about 3,000*) that 
divides the valley of Tesin from Val 
Sugana. A gentle descent leads to the 
principal villago of the former valley, 
called 

La Pieve di Tctin (2,S62^. The inn (al 
Sole) is of humble and unprepossessing 
appearance, but there is a pretty good 
room on the second floor, and the tra- 
veller will find tolerable food, civility, 
and very moderate charges. 

The population of Tesin is concentrated 
in three villages, La Pieve, Castdlo (on 
the 1. hank of the Grigno torrent!, and 
Cintc, a little below La Pieve, on the rt. 
bank. In the last century, when the Re- 
mondini printing-office in Bassuno was 
one of the most considerable in Europe, 
some natives of this valley undertook 
the business of selling books and 
coloured prints in foreign countries. 
Starting as hawkers, they spread them- 
selves over Europe, and many of them 
established shops in Germany, Russia, 
and elsewhere. In course of time other 
branches of trade were sdded, and al- 
though this sort of adventure is less 
fortunate in the present day, it has not 
ceased. Mnny people of Tesin still seek 
to gain a living in distant countries, 
and some return with an independence 
to close their days in their native valley, 
or in the milder climate of the adjoining 
Val Sugana. The name Train properly 
belongs only to the open basin at the 
lower end, where the above-named 
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Tillage* stand on the tcaglia (indurated 
marl of the chalk period), with gome 
traces of overlying eocene beds. It will 
be observed that the depression over 
which the road from Strignu reaches 
Tosin extends in the opposite direc- 
tion (or ESE.) to Lamon, in the valley 
of the Cismone, and thence to Fonzaso ; 
while the Grigno torrent, which drains 
the valley, rune due S. through a narrow 
cleft in a lofty mass of dolomite rock 
to Grigno in Val Sugana (Rte. A). By 
that way, but at a great height above 
the stream, runs the mute-track to 
Primols.no. 

Above La Pieve the Grigno soon 
enters the granitic region, whose centre 
is the Cinut d' Asta, and the valley is 
called Val Maine, until, a few miles 
farther N., it divides into the two glens 
of Tolvi and Sorgazzo (file. H). 

The way to Canal di 3. Bovo and 
Primiero is known as La Strada del 
Brecon. It is necessary to descend from 
La Pieve to the rather deep trough 
which the torrent has excavated in the 
acaglia, and then follow a rough cart- 
road along the opposite or 1. bank of 
the stream, gradually ascending until, 
nearly 1 hr. from La Pieve, the track 
turns KE., away from the valley, and 
commences the long ascent leading to 
the pais. The path winds in snake-like 
fashion along the slopes someway N. of 
the summit of Monte Jgaro, crossing 
several minor ridges. Not far from the 
summit refreshments mav be found at 
the Osteria del Brocon. From the sum- 
mit level of the Brocon (0,994') a great 
, part of the Primiero valley is seen over 
the ridge of the Gobera. The first vil- 
lage reached is Boneo, whence the track 
descends to cross the Vanoi ; then 
mounting the opposite bank, in the fork 
between that stream and the torrent 
from Val di Loaem— in 6j hrs. from La 
,Pieve — the traveller reaches 

Canalt (about 2,340'), the principal 
village in the valley of the Vanoi, locally 
known as Canal di San Bovo. The inn 
here has been improved and enlarged. 

If Primiero may be truly called a 
secluded valley because of the badness 
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of the track leading from Zorzoi, the 
same epithet may still more justly be 
applied to that of San Bovo. The por- 
tion extending from Canale to the junc- 
tion of the Vanoi with the Cismone 
maybe said to be practically impassable. 
A wood-cutter's track along the steep 
flank of Monte Tatoga i> considered to 
be dangerous, and there is not, or was 
not lately, any bridge whereby to cross 
eitherstreamneartheirjunction. Them 
is a track by the It. bank of the Vanoi ; 
hut it is crossed by several unbridgsd 
torrents, impassable after rain, and is 
besides so rough and bad that it in 
□ever used save by the inhabitants of 
two or three scattered houses, or by an 
occasional smuggler. Communication 
with Feltre, and with Primiero, ia car- 
ried on eielusively by the track crossing 
the ridge of La Gobera, while the only 



in each year these passes lie deep ii 
snow, and exposed to the severity of 
winter blasts. 

The upper part of the Canale di San 
Bovo is described in Rte. H. 

The track from Canale to Primiero 
passes by Prade, only £ m. from thsr 
former villages, at the opening of Val di 
Lozem. Here commences the ascent of 
the Gobera (3,340'), This is a depres- 
sion in the range that bounds the valley 
of the Cismone on the W. side, cor- 
responding nearly to the junction of the 
dolomite of Monte Tatoga with (he crys- 
talline slates. The top of the pass ia 
only about 1 ,000 ft. above the valley on 
either side. In 1 J hr. from Canale the 
traveller reaches Tvuftri, also called 
Masi di Imer, and may descend directly 
to Imer, following a terrace path to the 
1. that with a alight descent leads to La 
Fiera, the chief village ofPrimiero. 

The pedestrian, who can afford a 
detour of 2 or 3 hrs., instead of ke ep- 
rng the ordinary track, should follow , 
the torrent from Prade through Val di 
Lozem to its source in the Ls go di Ca- 
; and in descending to Siror will ■ 
enjoy a grand view of the opposite range 
of dolomite peaks. (See lite. E.) 



The shortest way in time, if not in 
distance, from the head of the Cismone 
valley to Borgo di Val Sugana ie no 
doubt that by Primiero, and by the 
beaten track passing Canale and Tesin, 
described in the lust lite. The moun- 
taineer will, however, prefer to take on 
his way the ascent of the Cima d'Asts, 
the crowning commit of the granitic 
region on the N. aide of Val Sugana. 
If the height and importance of this 
mountain nave been exaggerated in 
popular estimation, it jet undoubtedly 

in thia part of the Alps, some fine 
rugged scenery in its middle region, 
and some special interest to the geolo- 
gist and mineralogist. 

The glen leading to the Faeso di 
Tbgttola (6,654?), over which a mode- 
rately frequented track goes from San 
Martino di Costrozza to Canale di San 
Boro, is well seen to the SW. from the 
neighbourhood of the hospice, and is 
marked by a large casern, standing on 
the summit of the pass. The only pre- 
caution necessary to find the way is.to 
be carefnl to cross from the 1. to the rt. 
bank of the torrent descending from the 
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of another 
stream issuing from a more northerly 
branch of the glen. This latter glen 
leads also to Oaoria, but involves a eir- 
cnitoflim. In the damp wood through 
which the torrent brawls, the botanist 
will notice some British plants not 
common in the Southern Alps, such u 
C&mamm paluttre and Ptdicularii pa- 
lustris, with others less rare here, but 
prized by the British collector, e. g. 
Mtmttei grendifiara, Goodytra repnu, 
Carex capiUarit, and Polypodium r*a- 
ticum. Soon after the forest comee to 
an end the traveller reaches the pass, 
whereon stands the large Casern di 
Tognola. The views of the dolomite 
range are very limited if the pedestrian 
has kept to the path, but a summit 
easily reached in \ h. from the cosem 
(Cima di Tognazzo?) offers a magni- 
ficent view when the peaks are un- 
covered. The descent on the SW. Bide 
lies through Vol Sorda, a glen inha- 
bited only by a few herdsmen in summer. 
The upper end is rather dreary, but 
some fine scenery is traversed during the 
descent. On reaching the base of the 
slopes on the L side of the valley it it 
advisable to cross to the rt . bank, when 



de :con t the track passes a autra, de- 
serted during the hot season, and soon 
after seems to come to an end on the rt. 
bank, in a place where farther progress 
is impossible. A wooden bridge hat 
been swept away, and (in 1867) its 
place was supplied merely by a single 
trunk thrown across the stream, with 
the untrimmed stumps of the branches 
sticking out in all directions. A good 
track is now carried along the 1. bank, 
ioon rises to a great height above 
tream. At one place, in the midst 
of a pine-wood, a path descends steeply 
towards the torrent, and leads to Caoria 
by the bottom of the valley. The upper 
track is, on the whole, to be preferred ; 
■unts gradually above a wide slope 
lonntain meadow, and then runs 
nearly at a level along the brow of the 
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of the valley dammed the stream of the- 
Vanoi, and formed the lake. A flood, 
accompanying the berg-fall of 1828 
quite destroyed Canals di Soprs, enu- 
merated by Sehaubach among the ex- 
isting Tillages of the valley. 

A chamois hunter of Caorla (name 
forgotten), well acquainted with the Cima 
iTJtla, acts as guide, and his services 
would be almost essential to anyone 
wishing to ascend the mountain by one 
side, and descend by the other; but, 
with fine weather, s moderate moun- 
taineer will have no difficulty in com! 
Wing the ascent with his rlny'e walk to 
Teem, in case (as happened to the 
writer) the aid of a guide should not be 
available. For about 3 m, from Caorla 
the way lies up the main valley ; at first 
by the rt. bank, afterwards by the op- 
posite side. Near the second bridge; 
over the Vanoi the writer found twtf 
specimens of the rare little fern Botry- 
chium matricarioida. Avoiding a track 
laid down on several maps, the traveller 
should not quit the main valley till ha 
reaches a wooden bridge just above the 
junction oftbetorrent from ValHegma. 
A tolerable path mounts a rather steep 
declivity, partly grown over with pins 
and beech-wood, till it attains the first 
step in the wild and picturesque glen of 
Regans. A first casera, empty in sum' 
mer, is passed, and then another ascent 
leads to the upper alp, with a small 
catera, about 2 \ firs, from Caorla. 

Val Regana mounts nearly due S. to 
the Posse di Beaana, a depression on the 
E. side of the Cima d'Asta, at the head 
of Val Tolva, the eastern branch of Val 
Halene. The great granite ribs of tho 
Cima d'Asta descend steeply into the 
head of Val Regana, but between them 
are two lateral openings, the first of 
which, though tempting, is to be avoided. 
The true course for the ascent of the 
mountain is to follow the rough and 
faintly marked track leading up towards 
the pass, as far as the foot of the last 
slope, where the head of the valley is 
completely covered by the debris fallen 
from the surrounding heights. A low 
face of granite rock, like the wall of a 



i, till the traveller finds him- 
n a considerable eminence above 
the Canale di San Bovo, immediately 
above its highest village. 

Caorla (2,711')- The traveller, whose 
expectations should be slender on reach- 
ing a spot so completely out of the way 
of all traffic, will be surprised to find at 
the house of Lorenzo Fezza, a pros- 
perous inhabitant of the valley, a clean 
and comfortable inn, a hospitable re- 
ception from the host and his daugh- 
ters, with eitremely moderate charges. 
Butcher's meat is not common in such 
a place ; hut fowls, eggs, fresh butter, 
and potatoes, ought to satisfy his wants. 
Trout from the neighbouring lake some- 
times complete the entertainment. Cao- 
rla is connected with Canale (see last 
Bte.), about 6 m. distant, by a narrow 
but tolerable road, which is continued 
some way up the valley, in the opposite 
direction, for the conveyance of timber, 
charcoal, butter, and other produce of 
the neighbouring mountains. 

At the head of the valley, the prin- 
cipal source of the Vanoi. rising on the 
W. side of the Cima d'Asta, flows to NE., 
and curves gradually so as to describe 
a semicircle round the N. side of that 
mountain. The uppermost segment is 
called Val Ota ; the next portion, for 
about 5 m. above Caorla, is called Val 
Caoria; and it is only below that village, 
where it takes a nearly direct course to 
S3E. , that the valley assumes the name 
Canal di San Bono. The traveller will 
be surprised to behold a large lake, more 
than a mile in length, lying half-way 
in the valley betweeu Caorla and Canale, 
which is not to be found (so far as the 
writer knows) on any map, and is not 
mentioned in guide-books, even so recent 
and so complete as the second edition of 
Schaubach." It owes its origin to a 
scries of great landslips, which com- 
menced in 1819, reached a climax in 
18?3, and continued with diminished 
force during several subsequent years. 
The debris borne down from the flanks 
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■mall house, marls the t 



gout-track, for goals here monopolise 
the higher pastures. The ascent is now 
straight forward, steep throughout, but 
nowhere difficult ; and aftnr a climb of 
about 2,500 ft-, the traveller reaches the 
verge of the basin which occupies the 
upper level of the mountain on this side. 
It presents a scone of the wildest cha- 
racter. Bare rock, and large patches of 
Know, occupy the surface, and around 
the basin rise the topmost ridges of the 
mountain. At the first moment a stran- 
ger may hesitate in his choice between 
3 peaks, of nearly equal apparent 
height; but before long he will ascer- 
tain that the centre one of the three 
considerably overtops its rivals. Its 
surtaae is covered from the top to its 
base with large granite blocks lying at 
a high angle, but with moderate caution 
there is no difficulty in the ascent, and 
in 4 bra.' moderate walking from the 
emtera, the traveller will reach the 
summit. 

The measures of the height given 
on different authorities differ widely. 
That of the Austrian 'Kataster' is 
8,337 Eng. ft.; bnt Heir Trinker, the 
most competent authority, prefers the 
result found by We'- ''" 






> the ti 



s, the 



Scrapie — more commonly km 
Croda Milk'ora — is conspicuous, and be- 
yond the limits of S. Tyrol some peaks 
of the High Tauern range, especially 
the Gross Venediger. Of the nearer 
mountains the most remarkable is the 
rugged range of porphyritie summits 
dividing the Vol di Fiemme from the 
tributaries of the Brenta. Immediately 
round the base of the mountain the 
spectator looks down upon several com- 
paratively broad and open valleys, partly 
covered with forest, with wide patches 
of open pasture. Here and there some 
distant catera may be descried, but it 
will appear strange that no village or 
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hamlet is in sight nearer than Castello 
diTesin, fully 10 m. distant as the bird 
flies. There is scarcely another instance 
in the Alps of a district at least 20m. 
in length, by 15 m. in breadth, tra- 
versed by many comparatively deep and 
not unproductive valleys, wherein there 
is not a single hamlet, and scarcely a 
permanent dwelling. The thinness of 
the population has tended to the preser- 
vation of bears, and many other wild 
animals, and has favoured the growth of 
legendary stories, and fanciful tales, 
wherein this mountain bus played a 
similar part to that of the Untersberg 
in the Salzburg country. 

In viewing the mountain from its 
highest peak the horse- shoe form attri- 
buted to it by a writer in the ns — "' 



of a 



into 



illusion 



The summit lies at about the meeting- 
point of many ridges that converge to- 
wards this aa a centre. Those who 
approach it from one or the other side 
are apt to leave out of account the por- 
tion that remains unseen. From the 
topmost ridge the traveller looks down 

main half frozen and partly covered 
with unmeltod snow late in July. It is 
obvious that a alight fall in the mean 
temperature, which would permit the 
accumulation of neve in the basin on 
the side of Yal Regans, would soon give 
rise to a considerable glacier. The W. 
face of the peak seems to be the steepest, 
and though a descent may probably be 
effected, the prospect did not appear 
panied by a guide, the 



atelier 



■ill n; 



rally de» 



n by Vol Sorgazta, the W. branch 
oi Val Malene ; but if alone, he might 
lose much precious time in seeking the 
way. 

The beautiful Primula gtvtinoea is 
eitremely abundant, but the flora of tha 
mountain is singularly poor. Scarcely 
a dozen species of flowering plants are 
to be found on the peak. 

The granite of Cima d'Aflt* is fine 
grained, and very unlike that of western 
Tyrol. In some places it is traversed 
by veins of dark rock resembling tot*- 
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pontine (?). Fine crystals of quarts and 
garnets are found here. 

About 2t bra. suffice to descend from 
the summit, to the Pasta di Begana. 
This commands a fine, though limited, 
Tiew. The valley of the Grigno stretches 
southward in a straight line, backed by 
the mountains of the Sette Comuni. 

little more than A or. suffices to reach 
the Malga di Tolva, where a cruet of 
bread preserved in the traveller's pocket 
is converted into a delicate luxury by 
excellent milk and butter. Thencefor- 
ward for many miles the path lies by 
the E. or 1. hand bank of the upper 
valley — locally called Vat Tblvk — usu- 
ally at some distance from the torrent. 
The scenery is agreeable, and the path 
pleasant, being unusually free from 
stones. At about jhIb of the way to 
Tesin the stream from Val Sorgazza 
joins that from Val Tolva, and the val- 
ley is thenceforward called Vol Malta*. 
A new cart-road is being carried along 
the L bank of the stream. At a place 
where this road is connected by a 
wooden bridge with a similar road along 
the opposite bank, the traveller, if bound 
for La Pieve. should cross to the rt, 
bank. The road now gradually rises 
above the bed of the stroum, and, having 
entered the zone of secondary rocks, 
winds round several ravinea cut by tor- 
reuta in the yielding strata. The villages 
of Ciatello and Cinte are seen from a 
distance, bat it is only after crossing a 
tract of level cultivated ground, and 
turning sharply to the rt., behind a spur 
of the mountain which screens the vi 1- 
lags from the N., that the traveller, in 
3 bra.' steady walking from the Pass of 
Eegana, reaches La Pieve di Tesin 
(ftte. O). 

In case clouds, that too often hang 
round the mountain tops, should die- 
buado the traveller from undertaking the 
tiscont of the Cima d'Asta, he may enjoy 
' a very agreeable walk from Caorla to 
Borgo di Val Sugana, or to Tesin, by 
following the stream of the Vanoi to its 
head in Val Cia. This route to Borgo 
may easily be taken on horseback by a 
iady .who does not object to a ride of 8 
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or 9 bra. As already mentioned, the 
Vanoi, in its course from the head of Val 
Cia to Caoria, describes a semicircle 
round ths Cima d'Asta as its centre. 
This form of the valley gives much 
variety to the views that are gained on 
the way. Starting in a NW. direction, 
the traveller finds himself facing nearly 
due S. when, after a long but gradual 
ascent, he attains the head of the valley, 
between the stem granitic rucks of the 
Cimad' Astaand the rugged porphyritie 
mass of the Cima di Lagorei (8,574')- 
Here he has a choice between two paths, 
one lying to the rt., and the other to the 
L.oftho granitic summit named Centttio, 
which rises directly in front. The more 
frequented, and by far the easier way, 
is that to the rt., leading over an easy 
pass to the glen of Conaeria. The track 
lies over crystalline slate, which is here 
interposed between the granite mass of 
Cima d' Asta and the porphyry range of 
Lagorei and Moutalon. 

Vol Conaeria is one of several minor 
glens whose waters unite to form the 
Max) torrent, which joins the Brenta 
about 3 m. E. of Borgo. The first tor- 
rent which joins that of Conaeria issues 
from a short glen (named Val Sorda) 
that drains the S. side of Cima di 
Lagorei, and the E. side of the neigh- 
bouring summit of Montalon, a moun- 
tain which has yielded many rare plants 
to the diligent investigation of Dr. 
Ambrosi of Trent. The next affloent on 
the E. side descends from the mountain 
named Ciolara. Below the junction the 
valley takes the name Val di Campelle, 
which it retains only till, about 4 m. 
lower down., it joins the considerable 
torrent that descends to SE. from Val 
Calamento (Rte. 1 ), and the track from 
that valley joins our path. A humble 
mountain inn stands at Pontarto, the 
spot where the paths meet. Thence a 
beaten track runs along the rt. bank of 
the Maso torrent. The shortest way to 
Borgo is by Taint, a village mentioned 
in Rte. A. 

The track that mounts SE. from the 
head of the Val Cia to a pass between 
the Centello and Cima d' Ante, descend* 



to Tesin through Val Sorgaeta, the E. 
branch of Val Malene. The scenery is 
fine, but the path is rough, and said to 
be fit only for practised 



Most travellers who unite a visit to 
the valleys of Fiemme and Fassa (de- 
scribed in the next $) with Val Sugana 
and the Sette Comnni, fallow the new 
road from Cavelese to Neumarkt, and 
thence go bv rail to Trent, and by the 
high-road to Borgo, described in Kte. 
A. There are, however, several easy 
passes which enable the pedestrian to 
go in one day from Borgo to Caralese, 
and others connecting that place, or 
Fredazzo, with Caoria. The attrac- 
tions of agreeable scenery are increased 
in the case of those who may take an 
interest in the geological structure of 
the country, or in its rich and varied 

We give here a brief notice of the 
more frequented paths. 

1. By the t'arceUa di Cadmo. This, 
the most direct way from Borgo to 
Cavaleae, is reached through the Val di 
Calamento. The way to it is byTelve, 
and thence by the track along the it. 
bank of the Maso, mentioned in the last 
Kte., to the Osteria di Pontarto. The 
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path there leaves tile northern branch 
(or Val Campelle) to the rt., and for 
about 2 hrs. follows a direction near 
due SW. through Val di Calamento. 
On the way is the Osteria di Papilla 
(4,08 7') , another humble mountain inn, 
opened in summer to supply refresh- 
ment to wayfarers. At its head the 
glen bends round to W., and ultimately 
to WSW. If he were to follow the 
track over the ridge in that direction 
the traveller would reach the head of 
the valley of the Fersina (Kte. A), lo- 
cally named Pain. The way to Fiemmft 
is by a path that monnW NW. to the 
Foreelladi Cadino (6,712-'), adepr«BBioii 
in the range connecting the CUma di 
Oiolara on the rt., with the PizEo Croon 
to the 1. From the summit the Val di 
Cadmo extends nearly due N. to its 
junction with the Val di Fiemme. An- 
other osteria, at a spot named Tabiai, 
is found about half-way down the Val 
di Cadino. The path is on the rt. side 
of the torrent, and on reaching the 
inction of the latter with the Avisio, 
i tnms to the rt. and keeps to the S. 
ide of the main valley till, after pass- 
ig the opening of Val di Moeno, it 
descends to a bridge over the Avisio 
just below Gavalese, which is reached 
in 10 hrs. from Borgo, 

2. By Monialon. As mentioned in 
the last Kte., Montalon is a porphyritie 
summit, rising SW. of the Cima di 
I«gorei, remarkable for its rich and 
varied flora. The botanist will not 
find time to examine it carefully in the 
coarse of a long day's walk, but will bs 
tempted to seek night-quarters in some 
neighbouring casern. The ordinary 
traveller may choose this way for the 
sake of a route, somewhat more labo- 
rious than that by Cadino, hat certainly 



The way follows the northern branch 
of the Maso torrent through Val Cam- 
pelle (see last Bte.), and instead of 
turning to HE. through Val Conseria, 
to reach the pass leading to Caoria, 
mounts through Val Sorda (not to bo 
confused with the more important glen 
of that name NE. of Caoria). The 
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summit of Montidem (about 8,300'?) 
lies to the 1. in ascending the glen. On 
attaining it the traveller may choose be- 
tween a longer, but rather easier, way, 
which descends through Val di Stuato 
to join Val di Cadino about 2 hra. 
above its junction with Val di Fiemme, 
or a rougher, but shorter way, through 
Val di Moina. This glen may be 
reached directly by the truck which 
mounts through Val Sorda, leaving to 
the 1. hand the summit of Montalon. 

3. By the Patio di Sadott. The tra- 
veller who is willing to give two days 
for the walk from Borgo to Predaxzo in 
Val di FJemme may best proceed on tha 
first day to Caorla, by some one of the 
paths mentioned in Btea. G and H. 
from that place he may reach Prvdazzo 
in 6 bns.bj the Passodi SadoU (6, 7KS'). 
.He follows the track along the Vanoi 
for about 1 J hr. above Caoria, till he 
reaches the opening of Val Pbwsmtoo, 
a lateral glen through which a torrent 
descends from the Pizza di Vol Moor. 
From hence the path to Ssidole ascends 
in a northerly direction, and is said to 
be practicable for beasts of burthen. 
Instead of descending directly to Pre- 
dazzo, a path rauy be taken which winds 
round to the westward, and descends 
into Val CavillonU, one of tha tributary 
glens of Val di Fiemme, which opens 
into that valley about half-way bstween 
Cavalese and Predazzo. A mineral 
spring in Val Cavillonte has of late ac- 
quired local reputation, and is much 
visited by people from the neighbouring 
valleys. The accommodation is said to 
be rough, but it may be found conveni- 
ent li cad -quartern for a naturalist wish- 
ing to explore the neighbouring range 
of porphyry mountains. 

The writer has no information re- 
specting another pass from Caorla to 
Fiemme which lies on the E. side of the 
Pissa) di Val Maor. It is considerably 
longer than the path by Sadole, and ap- 
pears to he rarely used. 
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In theprecedingroutestheclrief roads 
and paths leading into this district from 
the N., W., and S. side* hare beea de- 
scribed. It now remains 1 to notice the 
passes connecting it with the beautiful 
valley of the Cordevole, described in 
J SI. The account of this route m the 
earlier editions of this work was based 
on erroneous information, which baa 
been corrected by obliging wwraipoii- 

For about SO minutes, the track front 
Primiero follows the branch of the- 
Cismona that descends from Val di 
Canale — passing Ttmadigo, with two or 
three poor-looking inns. A short way 
beyond that village the remarkable 
castle of La Pielra, already visible 
from Primiero, is seen near at hand. 
It is difficult by description to give the 
effect of this singular pile, perched on 
the summit of a rock, and so completely 
isolated that it has long ceased to bo 
accessible. The object sought by castle- 
builders in general has here, with the 
assistance of the natural decay of tha 
rock, been attained too completely. 
Some 30 years ago, Count Welsberg, 
the owner of the castle, succeeded with 
the help of ladders in effecting an en- 
trance ; but since that date it has been 
dually abandoned. Just under the crag 
on which the castle is built, the very 
stony track leading to the pans turns 
away nearly due W. from the Val di 
Cannle. The ascent is not long, but 
rather uninteresting ; and it is with 
satisfaction that the traveller finds 
himself at the top of the Passo dtlla 
Ctreda (4,S03'). Near the summit there 
is a choice between two paths both lead- 
ing to Agordo. The way to the L goes 
by Sagron, and is somewhat shorter ; 
that to the it. passes by Oosaldo, and is 
the mora interesting. The undulating 
ground over which the winding track is 
carried does not slope towards Agordo, 
ight be expected i and the drainage 
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is carried southward through the Mis 
torrent to join the Piave Dear Bribano. 
It is charactenttic of the structure of 
the Dolomite Alps that so low a pass 
should be found in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of anch loft? peaks ; for the 
Saaso di Campo on the N., and II Piz on 
the S., must both approach iiear to the 
limit of 10.000 ft. After passing Go- 
soldo the path begins to mount toNNE., 
to pass a second luw col between the 
Monte Luna and the Gardellon, two 
prominent points in the ridge projecting 
from the Sasso di Campo and thence 
descends into thu gleo of the Sarzana 
torrent to reach Fraastni (3,612'). The 
walnut extends up to the level of the 
latter Tillage. The track then keeps to 
the 1. bank of the Sarzana, passes Vol- 
tage and descends to a bridge over the 
Cordevola about a m. from Agordo. 

The other track descends gently from 
the Paeso delta Cereda to Sagron, and 
tlien by a steep and rough path (not 
good for ladies to ride) down to the 
quicksilver mines. For about 1J m. 
Below the mines the track descends 
along the Mis till that torrent turns 
abruptly to ESE. to join the Corderole 
near the opening of the Canal di Agordo 
(S SI, Eta. C). At this point a short 
tributary glen descends from the HE. to 
join the main valley of the Mis. The 
name Vol Laperiaa is sometimes given 
to this glen, and sometimes, more cor- 
rectly, to that which on the opposite side 
of the ridge descends (also due NE.) 
towards the Cordevole. The path lies 
above the rt. hank of the first-mentioned 
torrent to the ridge dividing it from 
Val Imperina, and then descends by tha 
hamlet of Riva, and hearing nearly due 
N., takes the traveller down to the high 
road close to the Poole Alto about 1 m. 
from Agordo. The way by Sagron is 
reckoned 7 hrs. walking, and that by 
Goealdo from i hr. to 1 hr. more. 

[By far the most interesting way for 
a mountaineer going from Primiero to 
Agordo is by the Val di Canale, and the 
pass at its bead— called by Mr. Tuckett, 
Paue di Canals. It was first crossed by 
Mr. Tuckett, who was benighted on the 



S. side, and recently (1872) by Mr. 
Hoizmann, whose accurate notes are 
here used. In 1 j hr. from Primiero the 
last sennk&Um in Val di Canale are 
reached. Keeping first for j hr. close to 
the 1. bank, and then for 1 hr. chiefly 
by the E. slope of the glen, the travel- 
ler attains the highest shepherd's hut. 
A steep ascent of 40 min. nearly dueN. 
and then for 25 min. more nearly NW. 
leads to the summit of the pass, lying 
between the Sasso di Campo (or Cmdit 
Grande) and the Cima di Canale. This 
overlooks the head of the Vol d'Attgorai, 
the uppermost southern tributary of the 
Val di San Lucano. As the direct de- 
scent appears impracticable the way now 
bears to the W., and then turns towards 
the N. to reach a depression in a ridge 
projecting from the Coaton di Mid— 
150 ft. higher thnn the actual pass. 
From this point the last-named peak, 
commanding a very wide view, may be 
climbed in less than 1 hr., going and 
returning. The descent from the de- 
pression above mentioned is at. first N., 
then bearing towards E., and in 1£ hr. 
from the summit attains a small green 
plain, below which is a faintly traced 
path. Ij hr. more suffices to reach the 
Opening of Val d'Angoraz, and to meet 
the track descending from the ForceUo. 
Geaurttts leading to the Vol dells Cor- 
nttle. The Vol di San Lucano is 
entered a little above Pra. A beaten 
track then leads in 1 J hr. to Taibun, in 
the valley of the Corderole, 25 min. 
above Agordo. See § 61, Rte. C] 

Eouti L. 



The banters of Primiero have long 
been aware of the possibility of attain- 
ing the ridge connecting the Cimon delia 
Pala with the Cima della RosetU, at a 
point ENE. of S. Martino di Castrozza. 
They now and then effict a passage from 
thence to the head of Val di Canale, by 
the N. side of the Paile di San Martino, 
and so return to Primiero. The prac- 
ticability of effecting a pass over the 
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mil ridge from San Murt.ino to G»rea 
and Cencenighe was first established, as 
the writer believes, in 1866, by Mr. 
Tuckett, who then crossed with several 
companions, and re crossed from the Cen- 
cenigbe side in 1867. The writer has 
been on the summit of the ridge in un- 
favourable weather, but saw enough to 
make him agree with Mr. Tuckett's de- 
signation of this us a ' rnoit romantic 
pan.' Thename Paaodelle Comcllevas 
suggested by the name of the glen lead- 
ing thence to Gares, which the writer 
willingly adopts in the absence of any 
recognised local name. Mr. Tuckett 
estimates the height at 8,150 ft,, but 
the writer ventures to think this esti- 
mate too high by 150 or 200 ft. This 
excursion, though it i nvolves some rough 
walking, is quite free from difficulty to 
any practised mountaineer, and requires 
but a moderate day's walk. The dis- 
tances may be reckoned 3J hrs. from 
San Martino to the summit; 3 hrs. 
thence to Gares; and 2) hrs. from 
Gares to Cencenigbe— all exclusive of 
halts. The way from San MarUno to 
the summit is sufficiently obvious to any 
mountaineer, and the only hint required 
is to keep well to Ihe 1. close to the pre- 
cipitous rocks that extend nearly to the 
summit of the pass. A sort of track 
will be found, except towards the top, 
as sheep climb up to seek shelt«r from 
the noon-day son. The summit is a 
comparatively broad ridge marked by a 
stone- man raised by Mr. Tuckett's party. 
It produces a considerable number of 
Alpine plants, all reduced to the most 
Stunted proportions. With regard to 
the NE. side of the pass, the reader will 
be glad tohare the following note, with 
which the writer was favoured by Mr. 
Tuckett. who describes the ascent from 
Cuncenighe by Forno <ti Canal*, in Val 
diBiois (g 60,Rte, E). Incnseof need, 
a decent country inn is found at Forno. 
' A good broad track leads gently up, 
in about 1* hr., from Forno di Canale 
to Garet. A little farther op, after 
traversing some broken ground and a 
wood, the stream (which is seen in front 
pouring in a fine cascade from the 



gorge giving admittance to the 
Val delta Cornelia) is crossed to its rt. 
bank by a bridge. The path (improved 
1867) zigzags up the face of the 
mi tain til! it reaches the level of a 
ledge, and then, turning to the rt., 
passes along the latter till the month of 
the ravine is reached (J hr. from Ganu). 

mmediately above the point where tho 
:orrent takes its final leap. Crossing 
the stream, the way lies by a new path 

■ mg the I. hank of Val dtlTe Corndlt, 
among masses of debris which in some 
places almost choke t be gorge, to a level, 
torrent-ravaged, and desolate-looking 
plain (Ij hr. above Garee). An excel- 
lent spring on the W. side of this hollow, 
at the foot of the slopes of the PUm * 
Campido (a mountain NE. of the Cimon 
della Pala), affords a good halting-plaee 
for lunch. Looking back, the vallsy of 
frame between the 



picture. To the plain succeeds a series 
of steep gorges alternating with small 
terraces, until, in 1J hr., the valley 
widens out considerably somewhat be- 
low the junction of its two uppermost 
branches, separated by a spur from the 
Palls di San Martino, which mount re- 
spectively toSE.andSW. Byrravarsing 
the open space diagonally to its W. side 
and following the latter branch, which 
is very narrow, and bounded by cliffs of 
moderate height, the broad plateau 
forming the watershed is gained with- 
out difficulty.' [F.F.T.l 

In descending towards Gares it is best 
to keep as near as possible to the bed of 
thegorge. Avoidacattle-track that bears 
to the 1. a little above the desolate plaii 

■ntionedby Mr. Tuckett. TheCimad 



Rosett 
.oft 

sibls in 20 min. from the top of tht . 

A traveller bound for Agordo need 
not, descend to Cencenigbe. A little 
above Gares a path mounts to SE. lead- 
ing to a pass called Forcella Gestircttr, 
at the head of the Val di Sanbucai 
which opens at Tsibon near Agordo. 
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FASSA DISTRICT. 

While the district surrounding Pri- 
miero, described ill the last flection, and 
many of the moat beautiful tributary 
valleys of the Piave, noticed in J 81, 

lers, ithas been the fortune of the region 
Those centre is the valley of Fassa, to 
hare attracted at an early period the 
attention of men of science, and of not 
■> few other visitors. Although the latter 
includes some amongst the grandest and 
most impressive scenes of the Dolomite 
Alps, it certainly does not in this respect 
surpass the adjoining districts men- 
tioned above. Yet (so imperfectly were 
the Alps known until very recently) it 
was supposed that the dolomite scenery 
deserving a travellers attention was 
confined to a small portion of the dis- 
trict now to be described. The key to 
its topography is to be found in the 
course of the Avisio torrent, fnlly SO m, 
in length from its chief source N. of the 
Marmolata to its confluence with the 
Adige near Lavis. Within that space 
the valley ts known by three different 
names, and is spoken of as if divided 
into three distinct valleys. The upper- 
most is Vol di Faeea, or Fatsathal, the 
middle part is Vol di Fitrnme, or Fteim- 
serlhal, and the lower end is called Vol 
Cem'ini. or Zhntitrthnl. The course of 
the Avisio is mainly SW. or W., hut in 



Val Cemora it is abont SSW-, or nearly 
parallel to the adjoining track of (lie 
Adige, until it approaches Lavis, when 
it turns W8W, to join the latter river. 
In ins long course the Avisio receives 
but two considerable torrents through 
the lateral valleys of Travignolo and 
San Pelegrino,the other tributaries issue 
from short lateral glens, or hollows, in 
the mountains ti^t enclose the main 

Westward and northward of tile val- 
leys of Fiemme and Fassa, a rather 
extensive mountain district, including 
Dome of the most interesting scenery of 
this region, extends towards the Adige 
and the Eisack. This tract also is 
drained by short and inconsiderable 
streams, there being but two lateral 
valleys of any consequence — the Kar- 
neidthal and Grodnerthal— on the way 
from Lavis to Brixen, a distance of 
nearly 70 ra. Besides the basin of the 
Aviaio, and the country lying between 
it and the Adige and Eisack, we also 
include in this section the QaderthaL, or 
Abteithal, with the tract lying in the it. 
angle formed by that valley and the 
Grodnerthal. The boundaries of this 
district are therefore easily traced. It 
includes the basin of the Avisio and the 
adjoining region drained by the Riena, 
Eisack, and Adige, between Bronect 
and Lavis, and on tbe £. is limited by 
the valley of the Cordevole. 

It would exceed the bounds of this 
work, even though the writer should 
feel himself competent, to the task, t* 



ty qiH'SI 



is that 



have been suggested by the singular geo- 
logical structure of this region. In ad- 
joining districts reference has been fre- 
quently made to the appearance hers 
and there of eruptive igneous rocks, but 
there is no part of the Alps where the 
phenomena connected with a ' ' 



n bo at 
It i! 



;iu:.! oi 



continued for a long period (even long 
in geological language) to be a centre of 
volcanic action ; and some progress has 
been made towards establishing the 
sequence of igneous rocks originating at 
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e periods of eruptive activity. 
The labours of two generations of goo- 
logists have resulted in th* uverthrow 
of the theoretic views of one of the 
tarliest, and the ablest, of the writers 
in this district— the late Leopold too 
Buck The moat complete account of 
the geology of this region is found in 
the important work by Richthofen, men- 
tioned in the introduction to this work. 



The o 









that the important part attributed by 
many modern writers to the granitic 
mass of the Cima d' Asta in regard to 
the orography and geological history 
of this and the adjoining district of Vai 
Sugana, appears to rest upon very ques- 
tionable theoretic views ; and that the 
existence of two defined axes of elevation 
— one running from N. to S., the other 
from ENE. to WSW.— and supposed 
to intersect in the, so-called. Sella Pla- 
teau, is by no means clearly established. 
The writer has throughout this work 
pointed out those broad features in the 
orography of the Alpine region, that 
appear to him to prove irrefragably the 
existence of forces acting on a great 
scale upon the earth's crust ; but in the 
region now described the indications of 
such action seem to bim to be com- 

Eletely masked by local phenomena, ex- 
ibited on a gigantic scale. Besides the 
prodigious mass of eruptive rocks, pro- 
perly so called, of which the red por- 
phyry forms the larger portion — con- 
stituting the ranges that enclose the 
lower part of the valley of the Avisio, 
and extending in one direction beyond 
Botxen, on the other to the head of Val 
Sugana— the part played by so sub- 






iss excites wonder by the 
; volume. The greater 

Ct has been more or less consolidated 
aqueous action into tufa beds which 
are often 2,000 ft. in thickness. But 
in the more elevated positions, where 
the materials have not undergone the 
prolonged action of water, the effect of 
weathering is to bring back the surface 
to its original condition. There are spots 
whan tie traveller, fixing his eyes only 



on ths objects immediately surrounding 
him, can scarcely believe that he ie not 
ascending the cone of a modern volcauo. 
Several of the highest dolomite peaks of 
this region stand round the head of the 
Val di Fassa, yet the traveller, whose 
curiosity and interest are mainly di- 
rected to these, will be disappointed to 
find that they are visible only from 
comparatively few spots in the main 
valley. Although sceneryof the highest 
order is close at band, there is no place 
in the valley offering views at all equal 
to those found at many places more 
easy of access in the adjoining districts 
An active traveller will, however, not 
abject to gain the most varied enjoy- 
ment of grand scenery at the cost of a 
little labour, but it must be owned that 
the chief attractions of the valleys of 
Fassa and Fiemme are for the lover of 
natural science. If this be to the geo- 
logist a battle-ground, rendered classical 
by the importance of the questions dis- 
puted, and of the combatants, it is the 
Eldorado of the mineralogist, the bo- 
tanist, and the entomologist. Of tin) 
many rare minerals it is usually pos- 
sible to purchase fine specimens atFre- 
dozso and elsewhere. 

The flora of this and the neighbour- 
ing valleys has been investigated by an 
indefatigable native botanist, the late 
Dr. Facchiui, and by many scientific 
visitors. Dr. Ambrosi, of Trent, the 
possessor of the herbarium of Facchiui, 
will, it is hoped, complete our know- 
ledge of it, by terminating bis Flora 
del Tirdo Mcridwmale, of which two 
volumes have already appeared, unfor- 
tunately in a form too bulky to be con- 
venient to the traveller. 

The comparatively frequent visits' of 
strangers hare led the inn-keepers in 
Fassa and Fiemme to adapt their prices 
to the supposed means, of visitors, rather 
than to the ordinary rates of South 
Tyrol. A traveller remaining some 
days should make a distinct agreement 

Lying along or near to the frontier, 
between the German and Italian races, 
the population here is of mixed origin. 
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In -the main valley the Italian tongue 

Srevuils, even among people of German 
eseent. In most of the. short glens 
that fall towards the Adige, and all 
those that are drained into the Eisack 
and the Rienz, the German element 
prevails. To this there it a remarkable 
exception in the Grodnerthal (Rte. G), 
and the adjoining parte of the Gaderthal, 
where a population of southern origin 
has retained a dialect having much 
affinity with the Romantsch of the E. 
of Switzerland, being based upon Latin, 
though very unlike any existing Italian 

The best head-quarters in the main 
valley are found at Predazio, Vigo, and 
Campidello — The latter being superior 
in point of ecenery, quite sufficiently 
comfortable. Tolerably good quarters, 
though rather rough, are found at 
Bstzea and Seise. Accommodation of 
a humble kind is also found in several 
villages in the Grodnerthal and Gader- 
thal, but St. Casaian, which is as 
attractive a place to the pakeontologist 
as Predazzo is to the mineralogist, is 
very ill provided. 

It is now pretty generally known that 
the crowning summit of the Dolomite 
Alps is the Marmolata, hut its height 
is far from being exactly determined. 
(See the ascent of that mountain in Rte. 
A.) The other dolomite peaks belong- 
ing to this district are surpassed by 
many of those of Primiero and the 
Ampezzo district. The moat noticeable 
are the Langkofel (HUBS') and the 
RosengartflD (10,133'). 

The map prefixed to this section it- 
founded on imperfect materials; none 
other being available for some portii 



of the district included _.. _.. 
portion N. and W. of Frimisro is 
eially defective. 



The 



Neamarkt ( by railway) . 



IS™'" 



I '1 



A. poet-Htallwmg-en plies between Keumarkt 
and Cavslew, and anolber lighter vehicle be- 
tween Covaleie uid Vi#n. The road f™m Vice 
to Cajnpfdello is very rough. Ladles might 

Caprilo, but will not easily find animals thai 



hundred bound for that destination 
ever passes through the Tal Cembrtv 
(noticed in Rte. E) ; and this holds 
true more especially since a good mad 
has been opened from the valley of the 
Adige to Cavalese, the chief place in 
Fiemme. The Av*r (Ital. Ora) station 
on the rlj from Trent to Botsen is 
nearer to Cavalese by 2 m. than that of 
Knmarkt (Ital. Egna), but most tra- 
vellers prefer the latter because it is 
much better supplied with vehicles, and 
is the starting-place for the post-omni- 
bus, which takes 3i or i hrs. to reach 
Cavalese. The traveller who reaches 
Auer or Neumarkt late in the day 
should on no account sleep at either of 
those places in the hot valley of the 
Adige, but at the hamlet of Kalditck, 
about half-way to Cavalese. Beauti- 



ful positit 

[F. L. 1] 



: good and cheap inn.' 
' — - side of the road it 
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passed the village of Trvdm (Ital. 
Trodeaa), 3,671 ft. above the see, a 
favourite tananarfnach resort of the 
natives of the adjoining places 
Adige valley. After a long asw 
road reaches the summit-lovel, 
a comparatively slight descent loads to 
the Val di Fiemme. The road passes 
Carson, where there is a sulphureous 
spring used for baths, and Ik m. far- 
ther reaches 

CawUtte (3,292'), a small bat well- 
bnilt and apparently thriving towr 
(Inns : Ancora, good and reasonable 
Uva. not recommended). The lover of 
art should not fail to visit the nncient 
gothie church, standing on rising 
ground, with a marble portal that ap- 
pears to be still older tlian the existing 
church. The paintings and statues, of 
various dates, are all by natives of the 
valley, many of whom have attained to 

ing is a fresco representing the battle of 
Lepanto, by Francesco Furlanell of 
Tesero. The picture over the altar in 
the chapel of the Rosary is by Antonio 
Longo, a former parish-priest, who was 
distinguished as a painter and architect. 
Under the shadow of lime-trees above 
the church is a stone table, with stone 
seats around it, which was long the 
meeting-place of the notables of the 
valley. 

German writers claim the population 
of the valley of the Avisio as mainly 
belonging to the Teutonic stock, al- 
though an Italian dialect, not much 
differing from that of Veneris, has pre- 
vailed here for many centuries. It ie 
certain that from a remote period they 
maintained virtual independence, paying 
a small annual tribute to the Bishops 
of Trent. Whether from sympathy 
with their German neighbours, or dread 
of the encroachments of the Venetians, 
they sided with the empire in the many 
local conflicts with the troops of the re- 
public, and in later times fought vigo- 
rously against the French. The local 
annals record that when, about the year 
1300, the people of Feltre attempted 
to take by force some tracts of Alpine 
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pasture on the confines towards Pri- 
miero. the sturdy men of Fiemme as- 
serted their rights bv sacking and 
bum ing the offending city. 

In Val Cembra, and the portion of 
Fiemme below Cavalese, cultivation is 
limited by the narrowness of the valley 
and the steepness of the slopes, and Val 
di Fassa is an Alpine valley with a 
severe climate. The intermediate tract 
between Cavalese and Moena is com. 
paratively fruitful, and maintains a 
numerous population, scattered among 
frequent villages. On the S. side the 
range dividing this from the valleys of 
the Brenta and the Vanoi is formed ex- 
clusively of red porpWyry, which there 
attains its greatest elevation in the Alps 
—the CiranoiZaoonrireaching 8,575 ft. 
(For the passes leading to Val Sugana, 
see 5 59, Kte. I.) On the opposite side 
of the valley the dolomite begins to 
show itself. The westernmost point (?) 
in the dolomite range is the insignificant 
Monte Cucal (5,6790. N. of Cavalese, 
separated on the NEL. side by the por- 
phyria c summit of the Ztmgatberg 
(8,198') from the steep dolomitic ridge 
of Lattmar (8,983'). The road from 
Cavalese runs nearly at a level along 
the N. side of Val di Fiemme by TWo 
(3,267') and Zia.no, and then crosses 
**ie Avisio to reach 
Predario (3,277'), the chief place in 
rami, after Cavalese. This is the 
ost attractive spot in the valley to the 
geologist and mineralogist, and in the 
' ranger's book at the Nave d' Oro, a 
■ry fair inn, the names of many of the 
ost eminent scientific m™ of Europe 
ere, and perhaps are still, to be seen. 
Already, in the last century, the Vi- 
: ne geologist, Count Marzari Pen- 
called attention to the fact that 
its was here to be seen overlying 
idary limestone. It is impossible 
in the space here available to ei- 
> the grounds upon which geologists 
based the conclusion that the 
int site of Predusao stands about 
e of a: 
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fwriods of activity. The earliest of thum 
wus syenite, to which followed a variety 
of granite, in which tourmaline takes 
the place of mica, and titan four varieties 
of porphyry, the latest of which ap- 
proaches in structure and appearance to 
syenite, and contains large crystals of 
orthocksa. The traveller who feels 
interest in the subject will doubtless 
provide himself with Richthofen's im- 
portant work, already referred to. and 
should also refer to the writings of 
Cotta and other German geologists who 
dissent from some of the conclusions 
there announced. The valUy Seen 
above Prcdazzo in approaching that 
pliice from Cavalase is Val Travignolo, 
through which lies the way to Cence- 
nighe, described in Rte. E, and to Pri- 
miero, noticed in g 69, Rte. F. The 
valley of the Avisio here turns aside 
from itd previous course ; and the road, 
which returns to the rt. hank, hence- 
forth runs NNE. as far as Campidello. 
Nearly opposite Predazzo a track 
mounts KW. to the BaUdJ&M (7,620'), 
on the B. side of the Zangenberg, and 
leads either to Deutachenofen, or to the 
Karneidthal (Rte. D). The valley above 
Predszzo is enclosed between masses of 
igneous rock which screen from view 
the much higher dolomite range of 
Latemar. At Forno (3,703'), a coarse 
limestone, apparently belonging to the 
Muscbeikalk, is for the first time see 
in the bed of the valley, separated by 
nuias of porphyry (tnelapAt/re) from 
sandstone beds which are referred to the 
Loner Trias. The boundary between 
Fiemme and Fseaa is reached at 

Moina (3,373'), a large village with 
two tolerably decent-looking inns. Col- 
lections of minerals for sale are, or were, 
kept here by Felicetti Medil, and J. B. 
Zachia. A line of depression, which 
seems to have some orographic impor 
tance. here traverses the valley of tht 
Avisio. To the east the Val di San 
FeUgrino stretches about 9 m. between 
ranges mainly composed of igneous 
rock, and leads over a comparatively 
low pass, connecting this with the valley 
of the Cordevole (Rte. E). In the op. 



which marks a wide gap between the 
dolomitic ranges of Latemar and Roeen- 
garten. After passing Moeha the road 
ascends continuously along the rt. bank 
of the Avisio. Those who do not intend 
halt follow the lower road near the 
•er, which passes by San Giovanni 
(4,362'). Another road, bearing to tha 
1., and ascending the swelling slops 
above the stream, is the way to 

'wo (about 4,050'), the chief place in 

di Fassa. Outside the village is the 

kept by Antonio Rizzi, which affords 

good rooms, very fair food, and the 

of the host and his family - 

i simplicity has been corrupted 

by intercourse with strangers, and the 

' ' ' grasping.s 

other thi ngs he is apt to charge too h igh for 
horses and vehicles. The proper price for 
I one-horse vehicle to Predazzo is 3 fl., 
and to Cavalese 6 fl. This is the best 
head-quarters for excursions in Val di 
Fassa; but strange to say, all the higher 
inmmits are concealed from view, and 
the scenery of this part of the valley, as 
compared with tbe adjoining region, may 
b« pronounced tame. The nearest point 
from which a stranger can form any 
conception of the grand objects close at 
hand is the Sassa dn Mug/mi, rising 
W. of Rizzi's inn. Passing the church 
of Sta. Giuliani, and ascending through 
a larch wood, a path bsars to the rt. on 
approaching some cliffs, behind which 
is tha desired summit. A far more com- 
plete panoramic view, including all tha 
higher peaks of this district, is gained 
from the Sasso di Dam, a summit rising 
above the N. side of the Monzoni glen, 
mentioned below. It is most conve- 
niently reached from Pozza, tha village 
standing at the opening of that glen. 
The height is probably about 8,600 ft. In 
the writer's opinion, the most impressive 
scenery in this district is enjoyed by 
mounting from Vigo into a hollow, or 
cirqtis, colled VqjoUt, which penetrates 
deeply into the mass of the Sottngarltn 
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(10,163'). The stream issuing from it 
passes full; 1J m. to the S. of Vigo, but 
by following it along a very rough path, 
toe traveller cannot miss his way to the 
centre of the cir que, Itisnot bo regular in 
form as some spots to which that desig- 
nation is given, but for grandeur and 
variety of rock -scenery it has scarcely 
a superior. To enjoy it fully, and to 
measure the vast scale of the fabric, the 
traveller should by a stiff climb reach 
the ridge at the E. end, which is acees- 



looking down a wall of precipice fully 
3,000 ft. in height 

The naturalist will not fail to make 
at least one excursion into the Monzoni 
glen, which opens about 1 m. above Vigo. 
Crossing the Avisio to Poiea (4,27c), 
There the parish-pries t,Sig. Peseota, has, 
or had, a fine collection of minerals for 
sale, the traveller follows a good path 
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very 



gently, somewhat S. of due E. After aboul 
3 m. the valley forks. Through the 
longer branch runs a path leading to 
tbe head of Conlrin (lite. I'). Much 

which lies to the right in ascending the 
valley. The traveller will hate already 
observed large erratic blocks of a pecu- 
liar syenite, scattered over the limestone 
deposits of the lower part of the glen. 
This syenite comes from a high mass 
culminating inthe Biccobetta (8,634')— 
known to German writers as Monzont- 
berg —which lies between the SE. branch 
of Monzoni and the Val di San Felo- 
grino. Between the Biccobetta and the 
valley of the Avisio is a dolomite peak, 
best known as Sasto di Loch (8,65B'), 
which conceals the Riccobetta from view 
in the main valley. Tbe rarest minerals 
of this district, auch as Vesuvian, gehlen- 
ito, fassaite, zeylanite, &c, are found 
near the junction of the Monzoni syenite 
with the dolomite. The mountaineer 
who climbs the ridge of the Biccobetta 
a little E. of the summit, may descend 
into Val di San Pelegrino by a very 
long slope of grass beginning a short 
way below the ridge of the mountain, 



and so steep that caution is advisable. 
Here is found Cirtium fiavetcene, one 
of those permanent hybrids charac- 
teristic of that genus. 

There are many men at or near Vigo 
who are ready to act as guides — eipect- 
ing 3 ft. a day — but beyond a knowledge 
of the paths, they are of little use. The 
writer does not know of any man in the 
valley who has the least claim to be 









a guardabotcin, at or near Campidollo, 
whosecharacterdidnotstandhignin the 
estimation of his neighbours. Few dis- 
tricts in the Alps can boast of so rich ■ 
flora as that of the valleys of Fiemma 
and Fassa ; bnt several species, once 
supposed to be nearly confined to this 
valley, are now known to be widely 
spread throughout the Dolomite Alps. 
The following very rare plants may be 
noted among those of the dolomite 
mountains, especially of the Rosen- 
garten : — Saxifraga Facchinii, Valeriana 
elongata, and V. supina, Artemisia la- 
nata, Campanula Morettiana, and An- 
drosace Baumumniana. Among the 
plants confined to syenite, or porphyry, 
may be enumerated Silene Pumilio, Saxi- 
fraga cernva, Pedicularii asplemfolia, 
Androsace helvetica. Primula loitgijlora, 
J-uncus arctiau, and SetUria tenelia. 

Above Vigo and San Giovanni, the 
road leading to the head of the valley 
is narrow and rough, so that little time 
is gained by taking a vehicle to Campi- 
dello, where it comes to an end. After 
passing the small village of Pera 
(4,316*), with a small inn kept by 
Ricci, the road crosses the torrent from 
Vajolet (see above), and about 2 m. 
farther reaches Marin (4,48ff), in a 
very picturesque situation, at the open- 
ing of a short glen (called Vajol ?) 
which runs into the mass of the Bosen- 
garten, and must be well worth explor- 
ing. Bearing to the rt from that glen, 
a path mounts to the Antermoja Pass, 
leading to the upper end of the Duron- 
thai (Rte. C). This is a short cnt in 
distance, but scarcely in time, for a 
traveller going from Vigo to the Seissei 
Alps, About 2$ m. beyond Marin is 



Campidello (4,81*'), standing at the 
opening of the Duronthai, through 
which descends the frequented track 
from the Seisser Alp (Rtt. C). This 
place lias the finest position in the 
valley of the Avisio as a centre for 
excursions in the adjoining valleys. 
Prom the Tillage and its immediate 
neigh bonrhood, fine glimpses are gained 
of the surrounding peaks, and it stands 
at the meeting-place of the paths lead- 
ing to several passes. With ampler 
accommodation, it would, doubtless, 
become ;i place of frequent resort. Of 
two small inns, that (Al Mulino) kept 
by G.Bernard is well managed and fairly 
comfortable — the best bund -quarters for 
mountaineers in this valley. 

Among other excursions the traveller 
may well follow the path by Gries lead- 
ing to the Fordoi Pass (see Rte. I). 
Before reaching the summit he should 
bear to the right till he attains the 
western ridge of Monte Pudon, which 
i noble view of the Marmi 
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might be taker, as porter 

Above Campidelto the scenery of the 
head of the Faesathal constantly in- 
creases in beauty and grandeur, and 
occasional glimpses of trio Marmolata 
keep the traveller's attention constantly 
on the alert. Leaving on the 1. hand 
the hamlet of Gries, the track passes 
Canaiti, and for a short ilii 
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Contrin (sometimes catted Val Fr 
the easterly direction is resn 
throughout the h.eaii of the valley, 
short way beyond Alba is Praia, 
highest hamlet. Tin track soon after 
crosses to the rt. bank of the torrent, 
and a rather steep ascent leads up to 
the broad green basin which lies imme- 
diately on the N. side of the Marmolata, 
and receives the torrents from two of 
its glaciers, hem Uniting to form the 
stream of the Avisio. The scenery of 
As Fedaya Pass may be truly called 
unique in the Alps. Its nearest coun- 
terpart will be sought among those 
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us passes in the Bernese Oberland 
that approach the bases of the great 
peaks. Bui, if it must be owned that 
the Wettorhorn and the Eiger. as seen 
from the tracks of the Scheidegg and 
Wengern Alps, are still grander o' jeits 
than the Marmolata, there is something 

pose and seclusion of the Fedaya basin, 
BDd the intense tternn ess of theMarmo- 
tata, for which the writer is unable to 
suggest a parallel. A further notice ef 
the mountain is given below. Letting 
on one sido a small cluster of eawre, 
where tolerable night-quarters are found 
by a traveller intending the ascent of 
the Marmolata, and passing a very small 
tarn, the track reaches the summit of 
the Fedaya Pass (6,88*') at the E. end 
of the basin, and rising but little above 
its level. The frontier between Italy 
and Tyrol is here passed, as the valley 
of the Cordevole, except at its extreme 
N. end, belongs to the Italian province 
of Belluno. The path (steep in places) 
descends to SE. amid very beautiful 
scenery, through a short glen railed 
Val Pettomia ; and as the traveller 
passes round the E. side of the Marmo- 
lata range, hitherto unseen portions of 
that peak come into view. After join- 
ing a cattle-track that descends from Val 
Ombretta (Rte. F), the path descends 
to enter the Serai or gorge of Sollogada, 
one of the most remarkable in the Alps, 
which, by some strange chance, has re- 
mained almost unknown to travellers', 
and is not even named in the last 
edition of ' Schaubach,' usually very 
complete and well informed as to this 
district. For more than half s mil* 
the torrent ruches through a cleft, vary- 
ing from 12 ft to about double that 
width, and the walls on either side rise 
so vertically, that but a narrow strip of 
sky is visible, and is in plsoss almost 
completely concealed by bushes clinging 
to the rocks. Through this the path is 
carried, partly along the stream, but 
mainly on a stags suspended above it, 
crossing from side to side ten or twelve 
times. After issuing from this extra- 
ordinary defile, the path passes Bolto- 
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guda (4,264'), a .'mail group of homes 
with a miserable inn, and descends 
thence to flocca (3,881'). In 1 m. far- 
ther it reaches 

Cuprite, described in § 61, Rte. C. 

The ascent of the Marmotaia is an 
expedition which will be attractive to 

Visit this district. Although the writer, 
in company with Mr. J. Birkbw.lt and 
Victor Tairrax of Chamouni, arrived 
within a few feet of the summit of the 
second peak of the mountain in I860, 
the weather was so utterly unfavourable 
that his acquaintance with the moun- 
tain is mainly derived from the nar- 
ratives of Dr. Grohmann, who reached 
the same peak in 1862, and made the 
first ascent of the highest summit in 
1864, and front notes kindly commu- 
nicated by Mr. Tuckett, who effected 
the second ascent in 1S6S. The name 
Vedretta Marmolata, often given to the 
mountain because its northern declivity 
is covered with neve, or glacier, should 
be rejected. 

The description given by Mr. Church- 
ill, who likens the form of the moun- 
tain to a wooden case for stationery, 
vertical on one side, and sloping at a 
high angle on the other, conveys very 
well the impression gained when the 
mountain is viewed in profile from the 
W. or E. side. To speak more accu- 
rately, the mountain may be described 
as a ridge extending from E. to W. 
with two central peaks, divided by a 
comparatively slight depression, and 
flanked by two attendant summits, one 
on the E. the other on the W. side. On 
the S. side the ridge falls in a range of 
precipices, in great part nearly vertical, 
and averaging about 3,000 ft. in height. 
On the N, side lour massive buttresses 
project from the main mass, and between 
these three tongues of glacier, fed by 
the continuous slope of neve that covers 
the range on this side, descend towards 
the basin of Fedaya. Tiewingthemoun- 
tain from theN. side— the most favour- 
able point being the ForoeJla di Padon 
(Kte. I) — the eastern Banking peak, 
called Saranta (6,947'), is seen to the 1. ; 



thence the snow-ridge rises continuously 
to the Hartnolata di Bocca, or second 
peak, which, according to the' Kataster' 
measurement, is 402 ft. lower than the 
W. peak. Separated from the latter by 
a well-marked depression in the rid(je, 
is the westernmost summit near Fenia, 
called by Dr. Grohmann, Vernel; but 
the writer doubts whether that name is 
known in the Val di Fassa. The most 
direct and easiest course for the ascent 
seems to be that taken by Mr. Tuckett. 
Approaching the base of the peak bj 
the central tongue of glacier, which is 
that nearest to the Fedaya chalets, he 
ascended, thus until the ruck- buttress 
on his rt. hand disappeared beneath 
the neve, and (ben bore to the rt. until 
he reached the lower part of the trough 
or couloir which divides the two main 
peaks. FindingtherocksoDuisi-Lhand 
to be unexpectedly easy, he climbed up 
them, and so reached the topmost calotte 
of neV*. when the actual summit was 
easily attained. Under favourable cir- 
cumstances, the expedition seems to be 
free from all serious difficulty, but it 
would be unwise to attempt the ascent 
without at least one guide well used to 
ice-work, a qualification not possessed 
by any of the natives of Fassa. The 
' Kataster' measurement of the highest 
peak is 11,466 ft., while a careful ba- 
rometric determination by Dr. Groh- 
mann gives only 11,046 ft. At the 
' Kataster' measurements do not inspire 
complete confidence, and a single baro- 
metric measurement is subject to many 
chances of error, it is allowable to infer 
that the height of this crowning summit 
of the Fassa Alps in not yet satisfac- 
torily determined. In a second ascent, 
accomplished in 1868, Mr. Tuckett, who 
reached the summit in 6j hrs. from 
Caprile, ascertained beyond a doubt 
that this peat surpasses the Cimon dells 
Fala, and the other Frimiero peaks, a 
point on which doubt had been thrown 
by Dr. Grohmann. 
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FalillQlirn.Ftwij-walkliig. At lust 90 m. 
The Vol Cembra, or Zimmerthal, is 
bo difficult of access that it is rarely 
traversed, except by the inhabitants of 
the Tillages that are perched on the 
heights above the river, which has Cut 
a deep trench through the porphyry 
rock that prevails throughout this lower 
part of the valley of the Avisio. It is 
not, however, without attractions in 
point of scenery, and cannot fail to 
afford objects of interest to the natu- 
ralist. Those who would avoid the most 
laborious and hottest part of the way 
mar take the path leading from the 
high-road between Trent and Fergine 
by Baselga and the Late of Pine (§ SB, 
fito. A), and so reach Smazzo, on the 1. 
bank of the Avisio. That is one of the 
ftw places whi:re it is possible to cross 
the river without great delay, and the 
traveller may join the main track on 
the rt. side of the valley near Valda. 
Another course is to start from Salnrn 
and take a mountain-path that leads 



le porphyry ridge dividing tha 
place from Valda. There is a char-road 
from Lavis as far as Valda, and a 
bridle-track thence to Cavalese. Little 
or no tims is saved by taking a vehicle, 
especially in ascending the valley. The 
distances are much greater than they 
appear on the map, owing to the many 
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ravines cat by torrents in the porphyry 
slopes, each of which involves a dotour. 

From Lavis the road at once begins 
to ascend above ths rt. bank of the 
Avisio, winding along the slopes with 
a general direction but little H. of E. 
Alter passing lAsigrwmo, which com- 
mands a fine view, the road, in 3 lirs. 
from Lavis, reaches 

Cembra {2,186'), the chief place in 
the valley, with a tolerably good inn 
(bei Lanziger), and a church, which 
dees credittosoremotea place. Hence- 
Forward the valley ascends towsrds NE., 
but the road winds in every direction, 
owing to the roughness of the ground. 
Passing Favor, the road (in about H 
hr. more) comes to an end at Valda 
(2,662'). Between these two villages 
Spiazso is seen at a much lower level 
on the opposite bank, at the junction of 
the torrent from Val Regnana with the 
main stream. Grumes, Grauno, and 
some small hamlets are passed before 
reaching Capriana. At this village, and 
at Val Floriana, on the opposite bank, 
Val Cembra comes to an end, and the 
traveller enters Val di Fiemme. As far 
as Predazzo (see last Rte.) the direction 
henceforwaxdishutlittleN.ofE. Pass- 
ing Altrey, the track for the first time 
approaches the Avisio at Molina (8,812*). 
This place, where there is said to be a 
good country inn, stands at the point 
where the Pradajathal pours its torrent 
into the Avisio from the N., and ths 
more considerable stream from Val di 
Cadino joins the river from the S. By 
that way the most direct path from 
Borgo di Val Sngana reaches Cavalese 
(§ 59, Rte. I). From Molina the direct 
way to Cavalese is by Castello, but, by 
a slight detour, the carriage-road from 
Neumarkt (Bte. A) may be joined at 
Carano. 
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The favonrite way to approach the 
Dolomite Alps from the N. ia that here 
described, and deservedly so, as it offers 
the attractions of scenery as singular as 
it is charming. Fine weather is, how- 
ever, an essential condition. A wall or 
ride across the Seisser Alp in rain or 
snow, with the surrounding peaks veiled 
in cloud, is as little tempting as any 
expedition that can be suggested. As 
will be seen below, the way from Vols 
to Campidello admits of many varia- 
tions ; but, supposing the traveller not 
to diverge widely from the direct course, 
the time allowed is enough for a steady 
walker, clear of halts, except fur the 
Way across the summit of the Schleren. 

The easiest course for reaching Vols 
from Botien is to hire a carriage, and 
followthe road to Steg, whence a rather 
steep path mounts direct to Vols (2,862'), 

nearly 1.500 ft. above the Eisack. It 
has a very fair inn (Weisses Kreuz) 
which may serve as starting-point for 
the ascent of the Schleren (see below). 
Those who wish to avail themselves of 
the railway will take their places from 
Botsen to Atmwang (§ 49, Ete. A). In 
mounting from that place, the traveller 
bound for Seiss or Ratzes leaves Vols 



OB his it. hand, and joins the main .tract 
about $ m. from that village. Ladies 
can obtain horses (? as to side-saddles) 
at Atiwang, or, if they prefer it, Buy be 
drawn in a sort of sledge which slides 
along the blocks of stone with which the 
track is paved. Guides are generally 
found ready to proffer their services 
both at Atawang and 9t*g. They are 
content with 2 fl. a day, and generally 
ask no more than £ fl. for showing the 
way to Seiss or Rates. Anton Bergler 
is recommended to botanists, as he 
knows the habitats of a good many rare 

Slants, and is an agreeable companion, 
osef von MeU> of Soiss, is also well 
recommended. Although a guide may 
not be absolutely necessary, it is judi- 
cious to take one; there are many paths, 
and it is easy to miss the direct way, 
especially in going to Rataes. The 
w.iter knows of no guide here who can 
be relied on for difficult expeditions. 

Nothing can be more charming than 
the track from Vols to the Seisser Alp. 
It winds along tile gentle slopes that 
stretch up to the base of the Schleren, 
amid alternations of patches of pine 
forest with clumps of deciduous tree*, 
and occasional openings of the greenest 
mountain meadow. After going some 
way NE. the track bears to the E., and 
the pinnacles of the Schleren become 
re and more dominant as the tin- 
ier approaches their base. When 
defile of the Eisack between Hansen 
and Botzen was impassable to travellers, 
a frequented track was carried along 
this side of the valley. It is not sur- 
prising that at the time when vague 
popular traditions of heroic adventure 
pere consolidated in the earliest German 
Hddettlisder,' the marvellous scenery of 
this district should have become asso- 
rted with legends that do not seem 
uore marvellous. The 'crystal castle" 
f ' King Laurin the dwarf' was in the 
nterior of the Schleren, and the ' Grune 
Tan,' commemorated in those poems, waa 
the forest of Hauenstein, that once ex. 
ided from the base of the mountain 
the verge of the defile of the Eisack. 
fore long the ruined castle of Hauen- 



itoiB, the home efOnmldYon Wnlken- 
atein, the warrior and muutuaagtr, is 
MM rising above the forest. 

lit traveller hem has to cbooss his 
course. To the E. and BE. ho sees be- 
fore him an undulating; ridge of mods- 
rate height, locally oiled Puflattci, 
Which ia merely the outer declivity of 
the neat plateau of the Seiaaer Alp. 
Due E. on undulating ground N. of the 
Puflstsen ia thevillageof Seiit (8,364'), 
with two very fair country inna, of about 
equal pretensions. To the rt., or SE., 
ia a hollow recess, 3 or 8 miles deep, 
almost completely ov er g ro w n by forest, 
*e the head of which stand the Botht of 
Battel (4,172^. The place consist* of 
three small houses Beetling at the vary 
base of the pinnacles of the Schleren, 
almost lost in the foreat, so that visitors 
who stray from the beaten track are 
sometimes haid set to find their way 
when within a few hundred yard* of the 
establishment. It is fair to warn the 
stranger, who may be tempted by the 
more than Arcadian beauty of the posi- 
tiou, that he must expect mors than 
Arcadian simplicity, and some deft- 
eianciee from the standard of modern 
civilisation. The baths are raaorted to 



the adjoining towns and villages, who 
willingly put up with the roughest sleep- 
iug accommodation. The food supplies 
are uncertain ; but a traveller with 
mountain appetite will generally find 
sufficient nourishment. The people of 
the house an civil and obliging; but 
when it is full, as happens not rarely 
in summer, their good intentions cannot 
do much for the traveller's comfort. He 
who would spend aome days in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the Seisser 
Alp and the Schleren, most choose 
between Rat.™ and the neat village inus 
of Setts; but, if merely on bis way from 
Tola to the Fasssthal, ha need not halt 
at either place. His shortest way is by 
an intermediate path that joins the cart' 
track from Seiss half-way in the ascent ; 
but the writer recommends him to pass 
by Betas*, if he does not fear a slight 
aMoTir, or alee a steep and rough, ascent 



Seisser Alp near the point where the 
cart-track reaches the summit. 

Postponing a notice of the Schleren, 
which is par txotUemoi the mountain of 

.eighbourhood, it is necessary to 



who have visited this region. As the 

pasture, but of extraordinary dimen- 
sions, measuring about 16 in. in circuit. 
The surface la an undaUting plateau, 
with • mean elevation of from 6,600 to 
8,000 ft., rising on its N. side toward* 
the Grddnerthal, and on the HW. to- 
wards Ratses, into a range of hills, 
chiefly farmed of augite porphyry, that 
reach or surpass the leval of 7,000 ft 
On the SW. side the plateau ia bounds*, 
by the dolomite range of the Schleren 
and Bosengartan, and to the SH. rises 
the still loftier mass of the Langkofet 
and Plattkofel Between the latter and 
the Bostngarten, the S. limit of the 
plateau, marking the watershed betwaam 
the Eisaeh and the Avisio, is formed of 
volcanic rocks, rising to a height of 
between 7,000 and 7,600 ft. The pla- 
teau, which is lower in the centre than 
towards the verge, would be converted 
into a lake if there were not an opening 
in the rim on the side of the Crrodnerthaj. 
through which passes the greater part 
of the drainage. The corner near the 
base of the Schleren is drained by a tor- 
rent, called Tschippitbach, that passes 
close to the Baths of Batses, One of 
the first facta that strike the traveller 
in a region where the strata an almost 



examination he will find that this ai 
from the nature of the superficial de- 
posit. It is a tufa formed of Volcanic 
ashes, that have been subjected to ma- 
rine action, either at the time, or sub- 
sequent to the date of their original 
ejection. Whan the traveller in this 
district finds a tenacious asiL causing 
paludoee vegetation, he may usually, 
though not invariably, attribut* ths , 



B. TTBOL AND VEHBTLUT ALPS. 



'. FASSA DISTRICT. 



•Sect to the presence of the nmi deposit. 
Whan he finds tJiia deposit covering the 
Reenter part of tbe space lying b«twe«ii 
the SJchleren and the head of the Ga- 
derthal, and in many plane* appearing 
to be 2,000 ft. in thickness, he will 
infer the Fastness of the scale of the 
ancient volcanic action of which one 
centre was probably at the Seisser Alp 
itself. 

The great 'alp' supports in manner 
* largo population, partly engaged in 
tending 1,200 or 1,300 head of horned 
cattle, and partly in Tn«Ving hay on 
portions of the plateau reserved for that 
purpose. It is said that there are S00 
sennhiitten and 400 hay-sheda. Tbe 
former number is probably an exagge- 
ration, and the more so as only a portion 
of the stock consists of dairy cows. The 
surface of the plateau is not altogether 
bare. There are many clumps of pine 
timber on the slopes, which help to 
diversify its aspect. 

Nothing can be more charming than 
the walk over the Seisser Alp when 
favoured by weather. The Langiofel 
(10,392'), and Hattkofd (6,702'), which 
rise in front as the traveller steers to- 
wards the pass leading to Campidello, 
are unfailing objects of interest. The 
latter is accessible without serious dif- 
ficulty from Sains, or, more conve- 
niently, from Sia. Christina in the 
Groduerthal (Rte. <J). The Iangkofel 
looks as if it might long continue to 
defy all attempts at an escalade. 

The rough cart-track, need for carry- 
ing down cheese, hay, &c, mounts from 
Seisa along the W. face of the Pufiaiici 
(7,127'). and is joined on tbe way by a 
beaten path from Rataas. But there is 
no difficulty in mounting through the 
forest from that place and joining the 
track about i hr. below the point where 
it reaches the level of the plateau. 
When this has been attained there is no 
need to follow paths, as the traveller 
may take bis own course, provided he 
knaps [he true direction. The botanist 
will And many interesting plants, of 
which the following are seen in marsby 



teiufifolia, Esbrttia Baneimt, 2W«1*SV 
runt alpinum, Carex oapitata, and d 
micToglochin. On drier spots, rising; 
above the general level, several of the 
species given below in the Schleren list 
may also be found. In about 6 hrs. from 
Vols the summit of the pass leading to 
Fossa is attained. It is at the SW. aide 
of the broad gap between the Flattkogel 
and the ftoaengarten range, near to a 
NW. outlier from the latter. It ia called 
liahlkmeeU fowonthe Gennan(Seisa) 
aide, and Motignm in Eases, and ia 
7,018 ft. above the sea. The nam* 
Mahlkn echt properly belong* to a house, 
a aort of chalet inn, nearly \ hr. below 
the summit on (he Seiaaer Alp side, 
where the traveller willingly halts to 
enjoy a mountain luncheon, ennobled by 
the surrounding aceoery. The way to- 
wards the Vol di Fassu lies through the 
Dwrtmlkal, and though quits free front 
difficulty, ia considerably steeper than 
the other aide. The glen makes a 
d a little S. of due E., soon reaching 
Pinut cembra. Sedutn villo- 
tttfto. 
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turn, 

other rare plants may be gathered by 
the way, and many species usually con- 
fined to the high Alpine region descend 
to the lower end of the glen. In 1 j hr. 
from the Mahlknecht the traveller 
reaches Campidello, and if he has not 
' " " too long by the way, may easily 

jo Vigo, or even Predaxzo, on th* 

same evening. (See Rte. A.) 

Tew travellers will take this routs 
without accomplishing the ascent of 
the Sciitnm (8,405'). The panoramic 
view from the Rittnerhom (on the op- 
posite aide of the Eisack defile) is 
more complete ; but this is in many 
respects more interesting, and by as- 
cending this, which is perhaps the most 
easily accessible dolomite summit in 
this region, the stranger gains the op- 
portunity of nuking a nearer acquaint 
ance with the singular structure of 
these mountains. The name is often 
applied to the entire range, which el- 
tends from WNW. to ESE., nearly at 
angles to that of the Boaeugarten; 
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priatety named Bemabme, as it* Mat- 
tered towers of rock seen from a dis- 
tance bear soma resemblance to a 
row of horse's teeth, of unequal silo, 
loosely Bet in a jaw-bone of rock. 

On its N. and NW. sides, the Schle- 
ren shows precipitous faces of rock, 
broken hers «nd there into detached 
pinnacles and towers thikt are charac- 
teristic of the dolomite formation ; end 
the range extending thence to the Rons- 
cahne falls everywhere SteBply towards 
the Seisser Alp. On the a side, the 
tango y far more easy of access, and 
the central portion subsides in com- 
paratively gentle slopes towards the 
Tiewierthal (Ete, D). The geologist 
cannot fail to be struck by the regular 
order in which the sedimentary strata 
hare been deposited in a district where 
there is such complete evidence of vol- 
canic action on the largest scale, and 
where the forms of the mountains sug- 
gest the belief in violent disturbances 
of the oarth'8 crust. In ascending the 
mountain from Vols, or Seiss, or Tii 
— by three different 
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"includ- 



ing nearly all the eubd i visions of the trias, 
beginning with the Groden sandstone 
at the base, and terminating with the 
Baibl beds which form a small patch at 
the summit. However extensive the 
ned in the 
beds. 
nearly horizontal itiatificatio 
form thickness, show that since the 

Criod of their original deposition they 
ve goffered no considerable disturb- 
ance. The same conclusion is enforced 
elsewhere in this district, but is no- 
where better seen than here. 
. The easiest way to the summit of the 
Schleren is that from Vols. There is 
a tolerably good path, and ladies may 
ride nearly all the way. In 1864, a 
hut was ejected to" supply refreshments 
by the way, but the writer baa not heard 
whether it has been kept open in sob- 



sequent years. There is another easy, 
but rather circuitous, way from Tiers 
(Ru>. D), Having gained the ridge 
between the Schleren and the Boss- 
ishne, the latter way turns to the 1. 
and follows the ridge to the summit 

The way from Seiss is to follow the 
beaten track to the Seisser Alp, and then 
tum sharply to the it. It is necessary 
to cross the Tscbippitbach before reach- 
ing the base of the slope, immediately 
to the L of the crags of the Schleren, 
Hers a beaten track is found, fro- 
quanted by native visitors, who often 
pass the night in an adjoining nam 
hiitte, in order to reach the summit 
earlier. On reaching the ridge of the 
mountain, a little chapel or oratory is 
seen, erected for Hut shepherds who 
pass the summer on the mountain, and 
turning to the ft., a short ascent lends 
to the top. From Ratzes, the ordinary 

join the back from Seiss to the Seisser 
Alp. The mountaineer will much prefer 
a steep scramble through the forest by 
the N. side of the impassable cleft of the 
Tscbippitbach. The path has been carried 
away in places, and, unless improved, 
can scarcely be recommended to ordi- 
nary travellers. There was a more diffi- 
cult, and rather shorter, way from Ratzes, 
by the very steep slopes above the S. 
side of the gorge of the Tscbippitbach. 
Bearing to the 1.. the ordinary track 
above mentioned was joined about half- 
way in the ascent. Still more arduous, 
and fit only for a practised and steady 
cragsman, was a way that led nearly 
directly from Ratzes to the upper pla- 
teau of the Schleren by narrow 1«1bp« 
on the face of the seemingly hopeless pre- 
cipices. It was discovered by noticing 
the passage of chamois, and called 
Gsms-steig — here pronounced Gam- 
mets-steig. In 1864, the writer wan 
assured that this way, and that by the 
slopes S. of the Tech ippit bach, bad 
both been rendered unapproachable by 
landslips that had been earned by a 
storm in that year. Another course, 
also reserved for practised cragsmen, 
is through the th*— — This is seen' 
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from the tmci between Vols and Heiss 
aa a deep gash, cleft, as though by 
Roland's sword, into the centre of the 
mountain. The climb is said not to be 
Terj difficult, bat the fall of a. rock or 
other slight accident might easily make 
it impracticable. The summit of the 
Schleren shows distinctly the plaWau 
character, though it is deeply excavated 
by the Klamm and other leaser fissures. 
The highest, point is rather far from 
the edge of the plateau, so. that the 
new does not extend to the nearer 
valleys. Tho outline of the Itittner- 
horn panorama, given in this volume, 
■rill assist the tasiveller in identifying 
many of Hie distant sunmrits. The 
Gross Glockner is not seen, being ap- 
parently masked by the Autholzer Alps. 
Nor did the writer notice the Felmo 
(counted in tho panorama by Schaubach), 
which iavery finely seen from. the Hoss- 
zahne. The Adamello, Ortter, and 
Oetzthal Alps are all well seen, hot the 
BE. horizon is concealed by the lioson- 
gsrten range. Sendee admiring the 
view from the summit, the traveller 
should not omit to approach the verge 

cipices facing towards Rates and the 
Seisser Alp. An active walker may 
easily take the Schleren on his way 
from Tola to Campidello in a day's 
walk of about 10 hrs., excluding halts. 
Those who have time may combine the 
Boai'ahne with the Schleren in the 
same excursion. The height attributed 
(on what authority ?) to the eastern 
tooth — 0,172 ft. — appears to the writer 
considerably above the truth, and he 
estimates the difference between this 
and the Schleren at between 300 and 
400 ft. For the greater part of tho 
way, the ridge is quite easily followed ; 
but at the E. end there are some awk- 
ward places, The face of the Boss- 
zshne towards the Seisser Alp is 
fluted into a series of furrows by the 
action of the weather. There are 
several places where the ascent is suf- 
ficiently easy, but caution should be 
used in descending. It is not a place 
Where any but a tery experienced 
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1 go (done; especially 
■■ are corsred with ice, as 



climber should g 

when tile rocks ai 

the writer found it 

Aug. 13, 1864. Though a part of the 

panorama is lost, the writer prefers- the 

view from the RoseeShne to that from 

the Schleren. Especially striking is 

the view into the gorge of the Tscfca- 

minbach, and that of the H 

range, here near at hand. 

doubtless be possible for 

to reach the Ttosasahne by th«1 

bach from Tiers (EtcD), and th 

sion would be full of interest. 

There is no mountain in the Afpe 
that has acquired so great a reputation 
among botanists for the richness of its 
flora, and the number of rare pramw it 
produces, as the Schleren, and there is, 
perhaps, none that deserves its reputa- 
tion so well. At the same time it may 
be here remarked that many spedee" 
once supposed to be peculiar to this 
and a few other spots, are now known 
to be spread throughout the Dolomite 
Alps, extending hence to the sources of 
the Isonzo, and even beyond those 
limits. The following list includes tho 
more interesting plant* of the- Schleren 
range (including the Rosszshne). An' 
asterisk is prefixed to those charac- 
teristic species found on nearly all the 
dolomite peaks of this and the adjoin- 
ing districts : — Baminadtui Aybndu!, 
S. Stguifri, "Jpaliffia BeHoionii, * Pa- 
paver pyrenaiewm., Arabif cirrrdts, * A* 
pamiia, firaba tonwntota, D. mama, 
Cochltaria brevianUa, Caputla pauei- 
fiora, Dianihut glacialis, *AlHm as- 
striata, A. lancealala, *Cherleria imori- 
caia, Phaca alpina, Oxytrapii Balieri, 
Aitrtqaku, purpurmt, ' Potenlilla ni- 
tida, * Saxijraqa squarrota, * 8- 8e- 
doida, 8. Faeeiinii (RoessShne), Pah- 
riatia tapina, * V. t/angata, Gnaphaiium 
carpathicum, *AehiU«a datxiwt, *Ptar- 
mica vxylvba, Artemisia tpieata, *8t- 
ntcio abratanifoHut. Sausmirea discolor, 
Leoitiodon Taraxari, • CrepU mcanata, 
* Phytotma eomosum, * P. Ke&srt, Cant- 
pamiia Mvrtttiana, Lomaiooontum oa- 
rinthiaaum, Gentiana proitraia, G. 
tenelia, "G. imbricata, Tadtroia 3*- 
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■strata), Tottia alpina, Pediadarit 
xeiea, Androaaee helixtica, A. Haa»- 
•utnaionn, * Primula minima, Jttncut 
arctic*!, Cartx mpmfrii, C. incur® 
melinata, * Solaria epkarocephala, 
pitnium Seeloeii (above Hanenstein), 
Woodtia iyperborea, W. glabella (?) 

Beaides the localities for fossils mm- 
tjoned by Kchthofeu and others, the 
writer has observed that the steep rocks 
of the Rossanbne, on the side facing 
the Seiaser Alp, are in some places ex- 
tremely rich in marine bestacea. 



Within the last few years a road has 
been opened through the Karneidthal 
from Botzen to Welschenofen, which de- 



suffice to draw tourists from a distance, 
bat it has been almost overlooked amid 
the manifold attractions of this beauti- 
ful district. It has the further recom- 
mendation that it supplies a deficient 
link in the most direct and easiest route 
between Vigo, the favourite head- 
quarters of tourists in the Fassathal, 
and Botzen. Before the completion of 
that road, travellers followed a cir- 
cuitous course, either by Deutschen- 
ofen or by Tiers, to avoid die dim- 
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they are further noticed below. 

1. By the Karneidthal, i hrs. on 
foot (or rather less) to Welschenofen. 
About 16 m., by road, thence to Botzen. 
The Carttta Past (6,866') is a broad 
opening iu the irregular range of dolo- 
mite peaks that extend along the NW\ 
aid* of the Avisio from near Fredazzo to 
Campidello. It is especially remark- 
able in descending through the Val di 
San Pelegrino (Rte. £) ; and this broad 
opening, between the great peaks on 
either side, seems to point this eut as 
one of the main portals between tbe 
■winded Valley of Faasa and the 
onter world. Moina (lite, A) stands 
immediately below the opening of the 
pass, and close to the junction of the 
little torrent that descends from it to 
the Avisio. There is, however, a goad 
path from Vigo, mounting diagonally 
along arid slopes composed in part of 
Grddon sandstone ; and as (he latter 
place stands higher than Moeha, the 
pass is reached in about the same time. 
At the top is an opening, fully i m. 
broad, between the ST. extremity of the 
Latomar range and the Kalbleck (about 
8,800'), a rugged point, not very difficult 
of access, which forms the southern ex- 
tremity of the Bosengarten range, 
being followed to the N. by the Bothe- 
wand. The view from it is not very 
extensive ; bnt the Primiero dolomites 
and the Cima d' Asta are well seen. 
A broad track that runs SW. from 
the summit of tbe Caress* Pass, leads 
to Tiers (see below). The way to 
Welschenofen lies only a little H. of 
W., and presently enters a depres- 
soon converted by the action of the 
int into a deep cleft. The rough 
path descends steeply on the W. side of 
the cleft. In 4 hrs.' easy walking the 
traveller reaches 

WeUchenofen (3,888"), standing in 

open basin where several mountain 

reams units to form the Kamtidbaeh. 

Of three or four rough inns the Krone 

said to he the best. From this place; 
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or from Tien, the naturalist ma; best 
explore the great western face of the 
Rosengarten and Rothewand, so con- 
spicuous from Botzen, which for com- 
bined height and length may be counted 
one of the greatest walla of rock in the 
Alps. Johann Pla.uk, of this place, 
is recommended aa a guide. At Wel- 
schenofen commence* the remarkable 
mad spoken of above. The traveller, 
by paying high, may generally, procure 
ahorse and light country vehicle here, 
but if pressed for time may do well to 
accept the terms offered bj Rixxi, the 
landlord of Vigo, who sends a horse 
across, the pass with the traveller's lug- 
gage, and after a rest at Welschenofen 
forwards him in an einipann to Botzen, 
at the rather Ugh rate of IS fl. The 
road, which is throughout narrow, and 
in places Very steep, is fit only for the 
lightest vehicles. For the first hour the 
scenery, though pleating, ia not very 
remarkable. The red porphyry moun- 
tains that enclose the valley offer the 
accustomed contrast between masses of 
perched rock and a luxuriant vegetation 
which finds nourishment in the fissures. 
After passing Birenbrucke, about 8 m. 
below Walecnenofen (inn seems better 
than any at that place), where a 
that descends partly from the Latemar 
range, partly from the Schwarzhorn 
(see below), joins the Karneidbach, 
the valley narrows gradually, and 
before long the road enters the defile 
which, until pierced by the new road, 
opposed an absolute barrier to all direct 
communication between the upper part 
of the valley and its month. In its 
own way this is as remarkable as the 
gorge of Sottoguda (mentioned in Kte, 
A), with the difference that the rock 
here sustains a far more vigorous vege- 
tation. This i* not nearly so narrow a 
cleft, but it is on a greater scale, and the 
fact of ila being traversed bye enrriage- 
road increase* the effect, A short tunnel 
is driven through an angle of the por- 
phyry wall of the defile in one place, and 
there are many picturesque bridge* over 
the torrent. The defile terminates ab- 
ruptly under the walla of the castle of 
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Karneid that standi on a rocky pro- 
montory above the point where the Kar- 
neidbach issues into the valley of tha 
Eisack, about 2 m. above Botxen. 

2. By Deutaeiaiofm. This way in- 
volves a considerable detour for a tra- 
veller whose object is to reach Botsen ; 
but if hie aim be merely the nearest 
station on the rly., he will follow tha 
course noticed below to Branxoll on the 
Adiga (7 m.3. of Bofeen), which is easily 
reached in 5 hrs. from Welschenofen. 

DtutKhmoftu (*,4*7') is a large and 
thriving village with an inu (beim Roesl- 
wirtb), standing on the ridge that divide* 
the Karneidthal from the valley of tha 
Adige. Having reached Welschenofen 
by the Caresaa Pass, the traveller fol- 
lows the new road for fully 9 m. to toe 
Birchbriicko, and then mounts by a 
track that bears at first SW., than 
■ly due W., and 1 



jiderable si 



it reaches Dent 



It lies W. of the watershed, and the 
direct course to the valley of the Adige 
ia along the Brantenbach, through a 
glen running due W., and overlooked 
from the village. This opens into the 
main valley of the Adige at Lafart, 
more than 5 m. S. of Botsen, and nearly 
2 m. N. of Branroll. A far more agree- 
able way to Botxen is by a path that 
wind* among the porphyry hills between 
Karneid and the Adige. In 4 hrs., or 
less, the traveller reaches Botxen. To 
avoid the unpleasant walk along the 
hot and dusty road between Loiters and 
Branxoll the pedestrian bound for the 
latter place should cross the Branten- 
bach below Deutschenofen, and follow 
a path over a low ridge to Ptteri&trg, 
leaving on hi* 1. hand the mountain 
monastery of Wtittautan (4,983'). A 
path descends rapidly in If* hr. from 
Petersberg to Branxoll (f, 57, Bte. A). 

Deutschenofen was originally a colony 
of German, probably Susbian, settler*, 
who have preserved in their speech many 
words of the early dialect of that part 
of Germany, familiar to students of the 
Nibelunge Noth and the early Minns- 
singers. Welschenofen, on the contrary, 
as the name denotes, was originally 
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inhabited by Italian settlers, though 
they have long since adopted the lan- 
guage of their German neighbours. 

From Deutscheuofen, or from a coun- 
try inn ill the hamlet adjoining the 
monastery of Weiasenstein, the traveller 
may ascend Joth Grimm, a mountain 
producing many rare plants, command- 
ing a fine view, and immediately over- 
looking a singular crater-like hollow on 
its W. side. By the K slops of thatmoun- 
tain he may reach the Schwarzenbach, 
which is the 8E. branch of the Karneid- 
faach, and with a local guide, may follow 
the torrent to the Birchbriicke. There 
is a decent-looking country inn at that 
place, where a belated traveller may 
seek nigh^quartera. Another way from 
Joch Grimm is togo southward to Cava- 
lese, only a few miles distant, either over 
the summit of the Schunrzhorn (7,986'), 
or by either side of that mountain. 

3. By Titri. Though rarely visited 
by strangers, Tien (3,328') is very well 
situated for mountain excursions, and a 
mountaineer may well make it bis head- 
quarters for two or three days. As men- 
tioned above, there is a track leading to 
it from- the summit of the Caressa Pass. 
It traverses open undulating country, 
covered with mountain pastures ; and, 
aa it paases near the W. base of the 
range of the Boeengarten, must com- 
mand very fine views. At its upper 
end the Tienerthal divides into two 
branches. One of these, called Purga- 
metseh, descends about due W. from 
the W. base of the Buaengarten. The 
northern branch, the Tschaminbach, flows 
SW. from the savage hollow between the 
Bossz&hne and the Rosongarten, men- 
tioned in Rte. C. The track from the 
Caressa Pass descends into the Purga- 
metsch glen, about 1 hr. above the vil- 
lage of Tiers. This stands rather more 
than 1 m. below the fork of the valley. 
The inn (beim Bosenwirtb) is said to 
afford fair accommodation, and Georg 
Villgrattner is recommended aa a good 
guide. It ia a short walk of 2 hrs. from 
Tiers to Blumau, the rly. station, 5 m. 
above Botien. 
'■ jU inrationed in Kte. G., the Sehleren 
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may be easily ascended from Tiers, M 
that an active traveller, starting early 
from Vols or Katies, might reach Vigo 
on the same day by the Caressa Pasa ; 
but if not pressed for time he should 

i unper b: 
valley. On this side of the Rosengarten 
the German population haa preserved 
some vague recollection of the mythic 
origin of the name of that mountain, 
and often call it the ' Bojeugarten of 
King .l*aurin.' 



In the last Rte, the more frequented 
paths leading westward from the upper 
part of the Avisio valley to that of the 
Adiga have been described. We now 
give a brief notice of the only frequented 
paases leading to Cencauigha, the chief 
place in the upper part of the valley of 
the Cordevole. These passages are 
rarely traversed by strangers. The 
writer is but partially acquainted with 
either of them, and none but the briefeat 
allusions are found in any published 
work. Yet both passes, or at least that 
first noticed, offer very grand scenery, 
and, in good weather, they are quite free 
from difficulty. 

1. By rantwggio. In j .SB, Bta. F, 
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the wsy from Pnmisrp to Predano by 
Sib Martino di Castro*™ is described. 
The valley descending to Predauo is 
rightly called Vol Travignolo, but is 
more commonly known id Fiemme as 
Ptmmti/gio, that name proper! j belong- 
ingonly to. the mountain-inn, or hospice, 
at the upper end of the valley, now 
accessible by a good Toad. Thiamounts 
from Predazzo along the slopes OD the 
X. aid* of the valley, which an covered 
»i A fiiieat , sate whops occasional clear- 
ings leave space for Alpine pasture. 
Bather more than 3 hrs. an required in 
ascending the valley to reach 

Paneveavio {6,\W\ noticed in 1 (9, 
Rte. B. This is a tempting apot for a 
mountaineer, as, though more distant 
than S. Martino di Castrazza, it is better 
placed for several fine excursions. It 
was from this starting-point that Mr. 
WMtwell, with Christian Lauensr, and 
Santo Siorpaea made the first ascent of 
the Cimon della Pala in 1870, to be re- 
peated only by such first-rate climbers 
as (he three above named. A much 
easier expedition— though not advisa- 
ble for novices — is the ascent of the 
Cima di Teoana, the second in height 
of the Primiero peaks. It was reached 
in 1672 byMessrs.D.W.Freshfield and 
Tucker, without guides, by way of the 
short and. steep glacier lying between 
this and the Cimon della Pals. 3 hrs. 
climb up steep ice-slopes, requiring 
much step -cutting, lead to the col 
between the two peaks, whence the 
former is easily attained. From the 
eol — which they named Passo di Tra- 
zignolo — there seems to be no difficulty 
jn descending to Gares, or by bearing 
to the ft the plateau near the Passo 
delle Cornells (J 69, Bte. L) may be 
reached, and the descent made to S. 
Martino and Primiero, 

The ordinary way from Pansveggio 
to Cencenighe mounts gently for some 
diatoms by a broad wood-cut ter'e track, 
passing below the alp of GuiriUllo, a 
beautiful pasture with a model catera, 
belonging to one of the members of the 
Austrian Imperial family, 

The way to CenecnigW soon begins 



to mount to KE., above the rt back of 
the Travignolo, and before long the wild 
hollow through which that torrent de- 
scends from the base of the Cimon della 
Pala ia seen to ESE., on the rt. hand. 
The view of that wonderful peak— the 
Mat terhora of the Dolomites — is nearly 
equal to that from the Monte Castel- 
lazzo. The highest alp is called Gta- 
ribrutt, contrasting in its stony barren- 
ness, as in name, with Guiribello. The 
Potto di VaUet (6,877') is traversed by 
a well-traced, though not much fre- 
quented path. It is sometimes called For- 
otlla di Venigia, but that name properly 
belongs to a hunter's pass lying some- 
what farther south, and rather higher 
than the ordinary way. In leas than 
an hour from the summit the traveller 
reaches Fakadt (4,287'}, where Indian 
com is grown at a very unusual height. 
The head of the valley of the Biota lies 
amidst rocks of red porphyry and other 
igneous rocks which an conveyed by 
that torrent to the valley of the Corde- 
vole. The most direct track from Fal- 
cade to Cencenighs keeps to tie 1. bank 
of the Biois, leaving on the opposite 
side the village of Form) di. Canal* 
(3,204'), standing at the opening of the 
glen of Gares (g ofl, Bte. L\ and pos- 
sessing a fair country inn, probably as 
good as that at Cencenighe (j DI, 
Rte. C). 8 hrs. ought to suffice for 
reaching the latter place from Predasao. 
2. By lit Potto di Son Ptttgrmo 
(8,610'). By road to Moena, S m. ; 
thence to Cencenighe, 6 hrs. on foot, 
exclusive of halts. This way, which is 
that commonly adopted by the natives, 
is far from rivalling that above described 
in scenic beauty, but is not wanting in 
attractions of a less wild and fantastic 
character. The Val di San Pelegrino ia 
parallel in its course to Val Travignolo, 
bat shorter and more open. The forests 
leave wider gaps of mountain pastuiu, 
and the slope of the Riccobe tta (Bte. A), 
formed of Monsoni syenite, is in great 
part bare of timber. On the ascent to 
the Passo di San Fthgrmo, at the head 
of the valley, the traveller passes a 
chapel, and a t ' ~ 
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, sefuge, where refrashmonte may ba ob- 
tained. According to the accurate 
Trinker, tile height of the puss is e,S19 
ft. ; bat the new edition of Schanbach 
(usually very correct in this district) 
gives 6,269 ft. In fine weather a guide 
in scarcely necessary to find the way to 
the Bommit, nor to follow the somewhat 
batten track that descends to lalcade. 



Atxmt 10 hn.' moderate walking, e 
*f nana. 

This may ba considered as i 
variation on the ordinary cours 
Vigo to Caprile by the Fedaya 
but it is io little known, and eo full of 
attractions of the highest order, that it 
is here described under a separate 
heading;, in the hope of attracting to it 
die attention of travellers. It involves 
the passage of a good deal of rough 
ground, and is for moderate walkers a 
full day's WOik, tut (here is no real 
difficulty in tha m ' 



the writer is inclined to reckon this 
amongst the very finest eicureions in 
this region of the Alps. Jt will gene- 
rally be best enjoyed by starting very 
early from Caprile, as the Marmolata 
is more frequently clear in the early 
part of the day. In clear weather a 
practised mountaineer does not require 
the aid of a local guide, and it would 
not be easy to End at Caprile a man 
acquainted with the entire route hers 

Tha way to the Fedaya Pass (file. 
A) is followed through the gorge 
of the Serai, but scon after emer- 
ging from that singula! deft the ordi- 
nary track is left to ascend through the 
branch of the valley ealled V3 Pit- 
torina, and a cattle-track is followed 
that mounts nearly due W. through 
Tal Ombretta. As to another track, 
which goes SW., by the 6. side of tha 
Sana Vernale (9,846'), and leads to the 
head of the Val di Sao Pelegrino, tha 
writer baa obtained no reliable informa- 

Vat Ombretta is a hollow trough ly- 
ing immediately at the base of the vast 
mural preei pices on the 8. side of iha 
Harmolata, which rise above it to a 
height averaging about 3,000 ft. Pass- 
ing at first along the S. base of the 
Saras ta, it Is necessary to climb a high 
step that separates the upper basin of 
Val Ombretta from the lower part, into 
which the traveller has entered. There 
is a circuitous track for cattle, hut the 
direct way is up a rocky declivity, 
where progress is made less difficult 
at the steepest part, by some pine 
trunks laid diagonally against the face 
of the wall, at a point where the bota- 
nist may gather fine specimens of At- 
temuria lanata. Above this is the high- 
est shepherd's hut, and then the tra- 
veller enters the upper basin or trough. 



In approaching the W, end of tha 
trough, where it is barred across by a 
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the Sasso Vernale that risps on the it- 
hand, tie traveller is struck by the 
contrast of the black colour of this 
(idge with the light grey and pink of 
the dolomite misses that surround him. 
The ridge is formed of decomposed 
melaphyre, or black porphyry, or per- 
haps (as the writer suspects), of a rock 
formed by the imperfect consolidation 
of masses of volcanic sand and scorise, 
ejected contemporaneously with that 
ancient lava. Be that aa it may, this 
is one of those places where, in toiling 
up the rather steep slope, with the feet 
sinking in soft black sand, the recollec- 
tion of die final cone of Etna and 
Vesuvius is forcibly brought back to 
the traveller. The Forcetla di VcU Om- 
bntta (9,052' Grohmacn) has been 
vaguely known by various names. Val 
Ombretta, and the highest part of the 
Contrin valley on the W. side of the 
psise having both been known as Val 
Fredda, the pass has been called ' Posso 
dt Val Fredda ' ; and German travellers 
have also named it Contrin Joch. On 
quitting the volcanic formation, which 
extends but a short way, the traveller 
descends into a wild hollow filled with 
masses of dolomite fallen from the crags 
of the Hiirmolala, and patches of un - 
melted snow forming little pools of 
half-frozen water. Tho easiest way 
lies to tho rt., close under the ridge of 
the Harmolata. Finally, after passing 
over a good deal of rough ground, the 
traveller reaches a point where he must 
choose between two different courses in 
order to attain his destination. He 
here overlooks the glen of Contrin, 
through which a torrent flows Nff, to 
join the Avisio near the hesd of Tat di 
Eaesa, between Alba and Penia. That 
is the easiest way for reaching the main 
valley ; but in going to Vigo it involves 
a considerable detour, and the walk 
between Campidello and that place is 
Dot very interesting. The other course 
is to traverse the ridge that divides 
Contrin from the Monzoni valley, and 
descend through the latter to Posxa 
near Vigo. By bearing to the 1. as 
soon as tho nature of the ground maksa 
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it advisable to do so, and erosf 
Contrin torrent high up, the ai 
the second ridge is reduced within very 
moderate limits. In the ascent, a group 
of arollas (Ptniw cetnbra) is seen at 
the unusual height of about 7,570 ft. 
In Val Ombretta, the larch reaches to 
7,(500 ft. ; and a single stunted tree was 
noticed ISO ft. higher. Throughout the 
ascent the view looking bock at the Mar- 
molata is extremely grand. The writer 
thinks it not impossible that the ascent 
maybe achievedfrom this side. A slight 
ledge indicating a crack or fault in the 
strata runs diagonally upwards to a 
notch in the ridge some way below, and 
W.. of the highest peek. There is a 
path, slightly traced, that leads to the 
summit of the ridge over Contrin, about 
6,000 ft. in height, and it there joins a 
broad deserted track that seems to have 
been made for the passage of carts with 
timber, cheese, &c, from the tewnhulttn 
of Contrin to the lower part of Val di 
Fossa. This zigzags down the long, 
steep, and uniform slope that leads to 
the main branch of the Monzoni valley. 
The pedestrian should descend these 
■lopes in a direct line for the bottom of 
the valley, without attempting to cross 
a projecting buttress on the rt. hand. 
Walking steadily, the writer reached 
Vigo in -2 hrs. 20 min. from the summit 
of tho pass. The Monzoni valley, full 
of interest to the naturalist, is further 

iticed in lite. A. 

[It is probably by the way noticed 
above that Mr. Tuckett early in the 
season mads his third ascent of the 
Marmolata. He found little difficulty 
in following the ridge, then covered 
with snow. Another party going at a 
later season found the rocks bore of 
snow, decidedly difficult and somewhat 
unsafe.] 
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The formation of the 
this district makes it very difficult to 
describe it in an intelligible manner. 
Inslead of being distributed in definite 
ridges, they form isolated peaks, or 
larger blocks of high land, divided by 
comparatively deep depressions from 
the adjoining masses. Hence passea, 
for the most part easy of access, are 
very numerous, and the traveller may 
here vary his routes to an indefinite ex- 
tent. This observation holds especially 
as to the district north of the head of 
Val di Fasaa, where the drainage is ir- 
regularly distributed between the Avisio 
arid the Cordevole on the 8. side, and 
the torrents which flow to the Eisack 
through the Grodnerthal, 01 
Elena through the Gaderthal. The four 
valleys, whose highest sources divergi 
from a single huge block of mountair 
including the Sella-Spitz, and Monte 
Pordoi, are connected by many passes, 
most of which are noticed in lie fol- 
lowing Rtas. ; while in the present Kte. 
we give a short description of the two 
chief valleys that drain the northern 
part of this district, as they may be 
visited by a traveller pressed for time, 
who takes them on his way between 
Botien and Eruneek in PusterthaL 

The Grodnerthal is a comparatively 
short valley, about 18 m. in length, that 
pours its torrent into the Eisack at 
Waidbruck, opposite KoIImann, on the 
Eisack, where there is now a rly. sta- 
tion (| 49, BU. B). The lower part of 
the valley is a narrow and hot defile, 
the scenery of which scarcely rises to 
grandeur. It is slow work to walk, and 
quite equally so to mount in a carriage 
■Jong the new road that is carried along 



either of the alternative courses n 
boned below. The upper part of tha 
valley being at a great height above the 



gentler ascent leads t 
Ulrieh (4,0fi5 J ), the chief place in the 
valley, with two inns (zum Goldonen 
Adler; sum Weisaen Boss), both sup- 
plying very fair accommodation. By 
the new road, St. Ulrieh is 8 m. from 
Waidbruck, and 6 m. from Plan, where 
the road comes to an end at the upper 
end of the valley. 

The appearance of comfort and well' 
being in a relatively numerous popula- 
tion that inhabit the upper part of this 
valley indicates the existence of a special 
branch of industry. The art of carving 
figures of men and animals in the wood 
of .the Pinut etmbra (Germ. Zirbe*halz) 
was introduced here early in tile last 
century, and has maintained itself ever 
since. Children's toys, and the figures 
of saints, are objects chiefly represented ; 
and a considerable trade, extending to 
the most distant parts of Europe, has 
held its ground amidst changes of 
fashion. Many natives wander abroad 
retailing these articles in distant places, 
but after gaining a competence, usually 
return to settle in their native valley. 
The fabrication of lace has also been of 
late years introduced here. 

It has been said in the introduction 
to this section that the people of this 
valley and those of the adjoining Ga- 
derthal speak a dialect (locally called 
Ladin) which has considerable affinity 
with the Komantech of the E. of Switz- 
erland, and especially the form of that 
language spoken in the Engadine. It 
is a singular fact that there are well- 
marked differences, both grammatical 
and lexicographical, between the dia- 
lects of these two adjoining valleys, 
indicating kinship rather than identity 
of stock. This fact lends colour to the 
belief that these vallevs were colonised 
during the period of Roman rule. But 
a previously established RWian popu* 
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have been driven out to 
moke way for tin Southern settlers. 
Supposed Rhfetian antiquities have been 
discovered at many places in S. Tyrol, 
and amongst others close to the Tillage 
of St. Ulrich. Since 18*8, a huge num- 
ber of ancient Braves have been (bund 
scattered over a level tract, about 40 
acres in extent, less than 1 m. above 
St. Ulrich. _ Those who are interested 
in the subject should apply to Herr 
Fnrger, an intelligent native of the 
valley, the largest defter in carved wood 
articles, who has collected many of the 
objects extracted from these graves. 

In the Grodnerthal, all the men, and 
Btost of the younger women, now speak 
some German, bnt it is best to use the 
local names for places. In the native 
dialect the valley is called Gardfna. and 
St. Ulrich is known as Ortueit. This 
place supplies convenient head-quar- 
ters for many excursions, and the Seisser 
Alp, or even the Schleren , may be visited 
from hence. But most travellers will 
prefer to take Raizes and the Schleren 
on their way from Batten to the Grod- 
nerthal. Those who have already as- 
cended the Schleren may take an in- 
termediate and very agreeable course 
from Botzen to St. Ulrich, by Cas- 
telruth {Caddrotto)* a largn and pro- 
sperous village, much resorted to in 
the urm-merfrisch season by persons 
who seek mere comfortable houses than 
are found in most of the mountain vil- 
lages of this district. It has two inns 
(Lamm ; Goldene Bossl), both above 
the average of country inns in this dis- 
trict. It is only 2 m. distant from Seiss, 
and being within easy reach of the 
plateau of the Seisser Alp, would be a 
pleasant place for a retreat during hot 
weather. The easiest way from Castel- 
ruth to St. Ulrich keeps along the bass 
of the northern escarpment of the 
Seisser Alp, and by (hat way the dis- 
tance is accomplished in leas than 3 lire. 
: Those who are not pressed for time 
should make a detour by theSei seer Alp, 
■ In 1Mb uid the following- It tei. the Luun 



reaching one of the prominent points 
that commands a magnificent view, and 
then descend by P*fi», and through a 
ravine that leads lo the Grodner torrent, 
beyond which stands St. Ulrich. 

Another variation on the common 
way to St. Ulrich is suited for those 
approaching the valley from the side of 
Briien, who wish to explore an antra-- 

S dented valley. At Klauseu (nee g 40, 
lie. A), in the valley of the Eisack, 
the traveller passing in the rly. carriage 
scarcely perceives the opening of the 
ViUnoititd. Though rarely traversed 
by a stranger, this valley, once pre- 
served as a deer-forest by the Counts of 
Tyrol, sustains a thriving and indus- 
trious population. There is a tolerable 
road from Klausen to St. Peter, the 
chief village, said to have a good inn. 
This way is interesting to the geologist, 
and those who have time may gain a 
remarkably fine panoramic view from 
the Raechetz Alp (7, 478'). whence St. 
Ulrich U reached in 2J hrs. 

In visiting the upper part of the 
Grodnerthal, and the passes connecting 
it with the neighbouring valleys, the 
traveller will encounter even more than 
the usual difficulty in identifying the 
names of the surrounding mountains, 
glens, and even the well-known passes, 
(to doubt the confusion of dialects has 
aggravated this inconvenience. It may 
be right to say here that Hnyr's map of 
Tyrol, which is in the bands of many 
travellers, is generally less correct in 
this region than in the central range of 
Tyrol. In some places, and especially 
at the head of the valley of the Corde- 
vole, it is hopelessly wrong, and can do 
nothing but mislead those who trust to it 
About 2J to. above St. Ulrich is St. 
Chriitina (with a fair country inn, kept 

5'Dossis). Here the Langkafd{V>,3W), 
ways a striking object from whatever 
side it be seen, assumes an aspect of 
extreme grandeur, which impressed the 
minds of the earliest travellers who 
visited this region, and who little sus- 
pected that this is but one among a 
large numberof dolomite peeks of equal 
or greater height that rival it in tha 



standing at the junction of the Lang- 
enthal with the main branch of the 
Grodnerthal. Sta. Maria is sometimes 
called Wolkenstein, and the Langt-nthal 
Wolkenstein erthal, from the neighbour- 
ing castle of Wolkenstein, furtb er noticed 
below. The ordinary way to the Gsder- 
thal fallows the road ESE. through the 
proper head of the Grodnerthal; and this 
comes to an end little more than 1 m, 
above Sta. Maria at Plan, where there 
is a poor inn, in which the writer long 
ago round a hospitable reception when 
the present occupants were children. 
A short and easy ascent of little mors 
than 1 hr. leads to the Colfotco Pats 
(T.my), or Grodner Joch, the easiest 
pass between the Grodnerthal and Qa- 
derthal, commanding a noble view of 
the peaks near the Ajnpezzo Pass, seen 
above the intermediate ranges. Here- 
abouts, in addition to many of the cha- 
racteristic plants of this region, the bota- 
nist may find the rare Boyeria montana 
The pass lit* between two remarkable 
mountain masses, to which the student 
of Riohthofen's geological writings on 
this district will find frequent reference. 
The northern mass, lying in the angle 
between the valleys named above, is 
called by Bichthofen the Guevienatea 
Plateau. It is the more extensive, bnt 
being cleft by several deep glens, and 
very irregular in its contour, it does 
not exhibit such characteristic features 
as the so-called Sella Plateau on the S. 
side of the pass. From most points of 
view this shows as a vast fortress, built 
on a Titanic scale, with ramparts rising 
from 2,000 to 3,000 ft above the curtain 
of pine forest that encompasses their 
base. But one of the higher summits 
seems to have been measured. The Monte 
Pordoi attains 10,333 ft. according to 
the Eataster. This is apparently the 
same peak which is called Boi at the 
head of theGaderthal, and was ascended 
by Dr. Grohniann, who make* the height 
10,341 ft 



The descent towards the Snderthsl 
rather steeper than the western slope 
of the pass, but the sadly thinned pine- 
forest is soon reached, and traversed ; 
and the way lies between fields of barley 
and rye, here grown at an nnueual ele- 
vation, before reaching Co(fosco (6,421'), 
or Colfuschk, the highest village in this 
branch of the QaderthaL about 8 hrs. 
from the Waidbruek station. There is 
no tolerable inn here, and those who 
seek night-quarters must go to Corfara, 
scarcely half an hour's walk, though 
lying in a separate branch of the valley. 
At a small group of houses called Pes- 
costa, a short distance below Colfosco, 
the torrent from that place joins that 
from Corfara (see next Etc.), and the 
united stream flows NE. through the 
Corfarathal. In 1 hr., descending along 
the 1. bank of the torrent, the traveller 
reaches Merit, where this unites with 
the main branch of the Qader, which 
henceforward, to near its junction with 
the Riant, follows a course little di- 
verging from due N. There is much 
confusion as to the nomenclature of the 
main valley and its tributaries. The 
names Qaderthal, Abteithal, and Enne- 
berg are indiscriminately applied by 
strangers, and sometimes even by na- 
tives, to the entire valley. Correctly, 
however, the names EnnAerg should b« 
reserved for the SE. branch of the valley, 
also known as Vigilthal, or Afarioin the 
Iadin dialect. Above Zwischeuwassfrn, 
where that joins the main S. branch, 
the latter is called Abttitkal, though 
this designation is specially reserved 
for the upper end above SL Leonhard. 
The name Gaderthat in its restricted 
sense applies only to the lower valley 
bdout the junction of its two main 
branches, bnt we only follow common 
usage in applying it colleetively to the 
entire district drained by the stream 
of the Qader. Less than 1 hr. below 
Stem the traveller, after crossing to the 
rt bank of the torrent, reaches 

St. Lemhard (*,466'), where a few 
honses aregathered round tbechurch and 
the inn. The latter supplies fair accom- ' 
modation. The name of the cummnne, ' 
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including many scattered hamlets, of 
which this is the centre, is AbUi(Badia). 
This gives its name to the upper valley, 
and to its inhabitants, often called 
Badiotas. This neighbourhood has suf- 
fered much from landslips on a large 
scale, differing from Bergfalli in toe 
more gradual nature of the process. The 
traces, on a small scale, of a recent event 
of this kind, are seen near Peseosta, and 
a much more considerable catastrophe, 
involving the destruction of many houses 
and more than 100 acres of land, occurred 
in 1821 between Stem and St. Leonhard. 
To the traveller descending the valley 
who has left behind him the striking 
scenery of the higher dolomite peaks, 
the route from St. Leonhard to St. 
Lorenzen will appear somewhat tame. 
The short lateral glens on either side 
offer many interesting scenes whose 
existence is not suspected by one who 
merely keeps to the regular track. As a 
general role, rough country inns are 
found at all the villages and hamlets by 
the way. The best quarters, after St. 
Leonhard, are at Zwischenwaasern and 
Saalen. The distance to St. Lorenzen 
(which is about 2 m. from Bruneck on 
the high-road from Brixen) is counted 

ghrs. The remarkable church, ' earn 
eiligen Krauz,' often visited from St. 
Leonhard, is noticed below. 

The frequented track from St. Leon- 
hard to the lower part of the G adcrthol 
keeps to the E. side of the valley, often 
at a great height above the torrent, but 
at times descending close to the stream. 
A short way below the village begins a 
steep descent over a mass of black por- 
phyry (melaphyre) that sustains the 
upper basin of the Abteithal, at the base 
of which the Pon talg torrent runs west- 
ward through a deep eleft to join the 
Odder. Then a short reach of level 
ground leads to Federates, where there 
are a few houses and an inn. The in- 
teresting way from thence to St. Vigil, 
by Wengen, is noticed in the next lite. 
The next place is Pri Eomang. nearly 
Opposite the opening of the Campiler- 
thal, further noticed below. Above it is 
•eon the peak of the 



Peitlerkofel (9,422*), the northernmost, 
of the dolomite peaks of the Gadcrthal. 
A short distance farther the traveller 
reaches Picottin (3,662'). On the op- 
posite side of the valley is the hamlet of 
St, Martin, the chief place in this part 
of the valley. It stands below the ruined 
castle of Thurn (whose records are full 
of grim memories of mediaeval ferocity), 
on the site of a church which, with the 
adjoining houses, was destroyed by a 
landslip. The track keeps to the rt. 
bank, passing opposite the opening of 
the lateral glen of Unitrmoi. 

[From the little village of TJntermoi, 
about 1 hr. above the opening of this 
glen, a path mounts over the ridge of 
the Cartazerberg (7,208') to the upper 
end of the Ltaenihal. Through that 
secluded valley, which descends west- 
ward with a curve convex to the N., the 
Loeankaboch flows to join the Rienx 
in the remarkable cleft near Briien, 
noticed in g 52, Rte. A. On the way 
from Untennoi to Brixen, a walk of 7 
or S hrs., is the village of Lusen (3,0400, 
with an inn, and a fine church contain- 
ing a curious ancient chapel. Below 
the village the valley is narrowed to a 
deep impassable cleft between rocks of 
-schist, and the best way to Brixen 
the heights on the S. side. Easy 
■a connect the head of the Lisen- 
thal with that of the Vilnoethal, men- 
tioned above, and by that way Klausen 
iy be reached from TJntermoi in about 
> same time as Brixen. There are 
paths leading to Lusen from Welaehei- 
len and Onach ; but they are said to be 
laborious than that from Unter- 
After passing opposite Untermoi 
the track from Picolein, practicable for 
country vehicles, keeps along the slopes 
at a great height above the Gadnr, which 
has cut a deep cleft in the bottom of the 
valley. At one point the torrent, form- 
ing a loop, has almost isolated a steep 
rock on which stands a solitary house, 
called Klein-Venedig. On a terrace of 
** " lountain above the 1. bank, oppo- 
to the road, stands WeltchtlleK 
(4,559'), surrounded with cornfields. 
The road now approaches the junction 
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of die two main branches of the valley, 
and descends rather steeply to 

Zwischcnwassem (Luju/kiega), a hamlet 
where there is annually a large cattle- 
fair and a tolerable inn. It is often 
called Plailten (Frv&chia), but that is 
the name of the chief place of tile com- 
mune, standing high above the valley, 
on the slope of the mountain dividing 
theEnnebergfromtheAbteitiisl. Below 
the junction the main branch of the 
Qaderthal preserves the character of a 
cleft ; and the road again ascends, after 
traversing the Vigilbaoh, and runs along 
the slopes E. of the valley. At BaoLm 
is an inn praised by German writers, 
either for its intrinsic qualities, or be- 
cause (his ia the first hamlet where the 

i gives place to German. 

avails in the lower part of 
tne valley. On the opposite slope is 
Onach (3,795'), whence runs the path, 
already noticed, by the Liisenthul to 
Brixen. On approaching the junction 
of tie Gaderthal with the Pustertbal, 
the road keeps high up on the slope 
above the rt. bank of the stream. 



The latter 



the i 



ridge, 



parallel to the Piistertaol, 
tlie course of the valley, forcing the 
Gader to turn abruptly to the rt at 
Monthal (2,8511, and to follow a course 
little N. of E., till it reaches the Eienz 
a short way from St. Lorenzen (§ 52, 
Eto. A), whither the road descends in 
about 6J hrs. from St. Leonhard. 

A traveller bound forTJntervintl should 
follow the L bank of the Gader, and 
take an agreeable path from Monthal 
by the castle of Ekratburg, one of the 
mostfamous in this district. The foun- 
dations are believed to be Roman, and 
the masonry shows the work of many 
succeeding centuries. 

There are at least two passes besides 
that described above, by which the Ga- 
derthal may be reached from Groden, 
without much lengthening the way. 
The most interesting of these is that 
called Oresprna Jock by Messrs. Gilbert 
and Churchill. The way to it is by 
the Langenthal, which joins the main 
branch of the Grodnerthal at Sta. Mario. 
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This is an extremely picturesque glen, 
wherein smooth slopes of Alpine pos- 
ture are enclosed between walls and 
towers of rock, forming a sort of 
giant street leading to the interior 
recesses of the dolomite region. The 
castle of Woiiennlein, the cradle of 
a still existing noble family, whose 
name was made famous in mediaeval 
literature as well as in arms by the 
minnesanger, Oswald v. Wolkenstein, is 
bnilt up against the face of a vertical 
cliff, and was accessible only by step* 
hewn in the rock. Beyond the castle i» 
a chape], but the glen appears to be 
uninhabited. At its head it is gra- 
dually contracted to a ravine, or couloir, 
through which a faintly marked path 
mounts over white debris of splintered 
dolomite. At the summit the traveller 
reaches a narrow ridge whence another 
ravine of the some character descends 
on the opposite side, but, by bearing to 
the L, he presently reaches the high 
table-land of bare rock to which Rieht- 
hofen has given the name Guerdauusa 
Plateau. The dolomite of this and the 
upper part of the Sella plateau belongs 
to the lias formation, and is of much 
later origin than that prevailing in ths 
Fossa volley. The bare rook of the 
plateau retains no indications of a path, 
and the assistance of a guide is indis- 
pensable in order to hit the spots whence 
it ia possible to descend. By bearing a 
little N. of due E., a very steep way 
down broken crags takes the traveller 
to St. Leonhard, where he joins the 
main track through the Gaderthal. 

A rather more varied and interesting 
way lies across the plateau towards NIL., 
whereby the traveller reaches the head 
of the Campilerthal, one of the finest 
lateral glens of that valley. It con- 
tains the rather considerable village of 
Campil (ZwwiarA)— 4,587 ft. above the 
sea— with a country inn. NW.oftho 
village rises the Patlerkefel^, *22'),the 
summit of which is reached in 5 hrs. 
from the inn. The last climb is said to 
be difficult, and fit only for practised 
mountaineers. There is a direct and 
easy way from Campil to Klausen, on 
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> the Liisenthat. From the 
lower put of the Langenthal there is 
■ way to Colfosco by the Puots Alp, 
scarcely longer than that of Colfceco 
Pass already described. 

There are numerous mineral springs 
in the main branch of the Gsderthsl 
audits tributary glens. The titter Want 
of decent accommodation makes most 
of them impracticable for foroignors. 
The moat frequented is that of Ram- 
wald, near the opening of the valley, and 
not far from Onach. 



Although it involves some trespass 
over the limits of the district described 
in the next section, it seems convenient 
to bring together under one heading 
several passes that lead from Bruneek 
to Cortina, which is the natural head- 
quarters of that district. Besides their 
intrinsic interest they are convenient 
for travellers who after descending from 
theHigh Tauern Alps toBruneck, would 
commence from that place a tour of the 
Dolomite Alps. 

1. By Corfara, and the Trt Saisi. 12 
hrs. to Pieve di Andraz, fl 1 hrs. thence, 
to Cortina. This is a two days' journey, 



which is bestdivided at Corfara ; but th* 

accommodation is better at Pieve di 
Andraz, and that place is easily reached 
la one day by a traveller who takes a 
light vehicle from Eruneck as far as 
Saslen or Picolein. The way lies through 
the main branch of the Qaderthal as 
far as Stern, and thence by the westers) 
branch, called Corfsrathal, following 
exactly the line described in the last 
Rte. Leaving to the it. the path to 
Colfosco, a trace mo-ants from Fes- 
costs, to Corfara {6,098'), standing in 
a green basin a little above the junction 
of the stream from the Golfoseo Pass. 
The inn contains One or two tolerabi> 
bedrooms, but it is often ill supplied 
with provisions. At Corfara we reach 
the N. base of the block of high land 
that separates the head of the Gader- 
thal from the two uppermost branches 
of the Cordevole. A few words on the 
topography of this neighbourhood are 
the more requisite as it has been much 
confused, partly through errors in maps, 
partly through the want of fixed usage 
as to the names of places. 

From its junction with the Piave to 
the village of Caprile, the valley of the 
Cordevole (described in the next sec- 
tion) belongs to Italy, and forms part 
of the province of Balluno. Above Ca- 
prile, the boundary between Venetia 
and Tyrol runs for a short distance 
along the stream of the Coiderolo, 
giving the it. bank to Italy, and the 
opposite side to Tyrol ; hot before 
Teaching a point where the valley forks, 
the boundary line torus first west- 
ward, then SW. and 8., following pretty 
closely the watershed between the Cor- 
devole on the one side, and the Avisio 
and Cismone on the other. The Ty- 
rolese district, at the head of the Cor- 
devole, is called Livinalkmgo, and in- 
cludes two branches. The longer branch 
originates at the base of Monte Pordoi 
(see nextRte.),and descends eastward, 
passing Araba and Pieve diAndras. In 
the bottom of the deep trench which 
the torrent has excavated below the 
latter village it is joined by the stream 
from the other much shorter branch of 
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tie wHejr. Thii originates at the Val- 
parars Alp, and descends by the castle 
of Buchenstein, and the hamlet of the 
same name, in a direction little W. of 
S., to thejnnctionwith tie main branch 
of Livinallongo. By the German-speak- 
ing inhabitants, the name Buchenstein 
is given not only to the castle and the 
hamlet below it, hat often also to Piere 
di Andres in the other branch of the 
Tails;. In the same way the name 
Andraz is given to all these places, by 
the people who retain tha Ladin or 
Italian idioms. Since strangers bays 
attempted to fix the nomenclature, the 
name Suchemlein is commonly given 
to tie HUE. branch of the valley, 
and to the castle nrtd hamlet. The 
longer (western ) branch is called Livin- 
allongo, and its chief village Fieve di 
Andraz, and sometimes Pieve di Li- 
Tinallongo. The mountain mass over 
which the traveller passes from the 
Gaderthal to Livinallongo rises into 
several summits, of which the most 
prominent are the Set Sana (8,396'), 
also called Monti Ziisa, and the Col di 
Lann (8,176'}, the latter rising in the 
angls between the valjeys of Livinal- 
longo and Buchenstein. The greater 
part of the mass in question is, how- 
ever, a rolling plateau of green Alpine 
pasture furrowed in places by ravines. 
Lying in a central position, surrounded 
by many of the highest summits of the 
Dolomite Alps, this plateau commands 

Id a waking or sleeping dream of 
peaks of wonder and beauty, the moun - 
taineer can scarcely surpass the circle 
that includes the Tofana, Malcora, An- 
telao, Pelmo, and Civetta, which rise 
on the E. side of the Cordevole valley. 
Above the nearer range the snow-clad 
Marmolata asserts its pre-eminence, 
while, nearer at hand, the Pordoi, and 
many others, complete the panorama. 
The shortest way from Corfsra to Li- 
vinallongo is by a pass called Oampo- 
&*^6,200 , ),leadingin2jhrs t to Arabs, 
This ia the most direct for a traveller 
going to Csmpidello in Fassa, at 
joins at Arabs tie path over 
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Pordoi Pass (Bt*. I) ; but it is a 
circuitous way for one going to Pieve 
di Andraz, and the views are infe- 
rior to those gained by the mot* 
direct path which leads to that place 
in 3 hra, by the Aruiaa Alp. When 
time is an object, it is well to take a 
guide over this and the other passes 
here referred to, as it ia easy to miss 
the shortest way. Corte, Cherz, and 
other small groups of houses are passed 
in descending to 

Pieve di Andraz (4,842'), the chief 
place in Li vinallongo, and the only one 
above Caprile where a traveller finds 
tolerable accommodation. Two, if not 
. country inns are all kept by one 
of thenameFinuzzer. The best (veryto- 

Lble) is that of Luigi K. with a. sign 
(bunehofgrspesjinthelittleptazza. The 
situation of the little village is singular. 
The available space being vary limited, 
many of the houses, including the inn. 
are built on the very verge of the 
precipitous slops overlooking the bed 
of the torrent. Being near the fork of 
the valley, the village overlooks the 
deep cleft through which tie Cordevole 
flows to the Italian frontier at Caprile. 

The traveller who may halt at this 
place should ascend the Col di Lana 
(8,176*), rising NNE. of the village. It 
must command a very remarkable view. 
Not less interesting would be the ascent 
of the Padon (8,878"), the highest sum- 
mit of the range dividing Livi nallongo 
from Fedaya. It is the best spot for 
viewing the Marmolata, but many tra- 
vellers will be satisfied with the view 
from the Foicella di Padon, noticed in 
Rte. I. 

A new char-road, very rough on this 
side, has been opened from Fieve to 
Cortina. At first it winds round the 
slope above the junction of the torrent 
from Buchensteiu with the main source 
of the Cordevole. The poor hamlet of 
Buchenatein, or Andr&a, with an un- 
promiaing inn kept by G. Finszzer, is 
nearly 8 m. from La Pieve. Here the 
.road crosses to tha 1. hank of thestream 
and ascends for 1$ m. to the ruined 
[Guilt of Bvckmitein (5,893'). The 
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building ia ugly, but the position wild 
and striking. Soon after passing the 
cattle, the road to Cortina turns aside 
to ascend eastward over the pass known 
is the Tre Saai (7,073'). There are, 
however, many paths, mads by wood- 
cutters or herdsmen, which shorten the 
*»;, and the solitary traveller should 
beware of short-cuts except by local 
advice. If ho beginthe ascent too soon, 
ho will lose much time. The waj lies 
by the S. side of Mont^Tofaiia (soo § 61, 
fita- C), and conducts the traveller near 
to the base of some of the grand crags of 
that mountain, bnt ita higher peaks are 
not seen from the path. The ascent 
to the Tre Sassi from the castle of 
Buchenstetn is short and easy ; but the 
descent on the opposite side, though 
still easier, is rather long. When clouds 
do not cover the surrounding peaks, 
beautiful views are gained by the way, 
and though 4 hrs. from Buchenstain 
are more than sufficient, most travellers 
will linger by the way. The route is, 
however, more interesting when the 

eveller goes this way from Cortina, to 
Pieve. On a fine evening the views 
of the Pelmo, Civetta, and Marmolata. 
are not likely ever to be forgotten. 

The commune of Cortina has under- 
taken to build an inn near the summit 
of the pass, which is to be opened in 1873. 

2. By St. Cassian and the Valparota 
Alp. 8J hrs. to St. Cassian; about 
6^ hrs. thence to Cortina. This way is 
con a i dor ill: ly shorter than that by Pieve 
di Andruz, and the scenery decidedly 
less interesting; but for the geologist 
St. Cassian is a place of extreme inte- 
rest, and it is easy to take it on the way 
to La Pieve by a course noticed below, 
no longer than that by Corfara, 

As mentioned in the last Rte,, the 
AbtaithaL or main branch of the Gador- 
iha], forks at Stern about 1 hr. above 
St Leouhsrd. The two branches are 
about equal, but the SE. branch is con- 
sidered to be the continuation of the 
main valley, and the torrent preserves 
the name Gader. 

St. Cattia* (6,087') stands about Jar. 
above the fork of the valley. Though a 



Small place, the massive houses ate well 
built, and have a stately air unusual 
in a remote Alpine village. The inn), 
however, is a poor place, and traveller* 
find, or formerly did find, accommoda- 
tion at the priest's house. St. Cassian 
is celebrated for the variety and beauty 
of the marina fossils which occur abun- 
dantly in the marly deposit forming 
the slopes surrounding the village. This 
appears to be a portion of those beds of 
marine origin in which volcanic, ashes 
enter as a large component, «iA , which 
are extensively developed in this dis- 
trict. The fossils are apparently the 
remains of animals inhabiting a shallow 
sea which were destroyed during periods 
of violent eruption, and partially buried 
in the deposits of ashes that fell at the 
same time. The fossils are found most 
abundantly on the slopes towards the 
head of the valley after a heavy fall of 
rain, when the lighter parts of the 
superficial stratum are washed away, 
leaving the fossils on the surface. Spe- 
cimens are usually to be purchased at a 
reasonable rate from people in or near 
the village. 

There is a very agreeable way from 
St. Cassian to Pieve di Andraz by the 
pass of Stuore, or Prelvngei (7,081'), 
about 3 j hrs. The path joins that from 
Corfara, noticed above, in the descent to 
La Pieve. In the ascent from St. Cas- 
sian, the traveller passes over sums of 
the best ground for fossil-hunting. 

The direct way to Cortina follows the 
torrent to the head of the valley, and 
ascends gently to the ridge of the Val- 
parola Alp overlooking the head of the 
Buch on stein valley. Descending but 
little, the path passes round the upper 
end of that glen, and joins the Tre Sassi 
track not far from the summit. 

There is a track, as to which the 
writer has no details, which turns east- 
ward from the valley above St. Cassian, 
and reaches Fentelstein by the S. aids 
of the 8as de LagattchB, a rugged peak 
rising W. of the Tofana. Another way 
from Buchenstein to Peutelstein, by Val 
Travernauze, is noticed among the ex- 
cursions from Cortina (] 61, Ete. A). ' 



BOUTE H.— EMNEBERG. 



3. By St. VuplandPeuldstein. About 
1 1 j hre. to Peutelstein— 6$ to. thence to 
Cortina. In Rte. Q, reference wis 
made to the SE. branch of the Gader- 
thal, whose torrent joins the Grader at 
Zwischenwasseni, and to which the 
nime Enmeberg is properly restricted. 
Being the least frequented division of 
the valley, the Ladin dialect is better 
preserved hewthan in the main branch, 
BeBides the same Enneberg, the valley 
is knows to the German neighbours as 
Vigiititi, while the natives call it Mario 
or Mwtbbt. In addition to these names, 
the npper part above St. Vigil is known 
as R**ithal or VaUtm di Rude. The 
way from Bruncck does not cross the 
Vigilbach to Zwischenwassern, but 
keeps along the rt, bank of that torrent 
to tyarre (Pieve da Maro), with a fine old 
«hnrch. Several hamlets, of which the 
chief are Hof (La Court), and Mann- 
tban (Manteria), are passed on the way to 

Si. Vigil, or Plang da Maro, the chief 
place in the valley, 3,968 ft. above the 
sea, about i hrs. from Bruneck. It has 
a Very fair country inn, without a sign, 
and rosy afford head-quarters for some 
interesting excursions. Three brothers, 
named Willert, Jakob Kameider, and 
Antonio Trebo, are named as competent 
guides. There is a mineral spring at a 
place called Cortina, near the village, 
which might become a'place of much 
resort, if tolerable accommodation for 
Strangers were provided. 

The most interesting of the shorter 
excursions to be made here is that to 
Wmgen (4,S8»'), a comparatively large 
and thriving village, lying in a short 

§len, or hollow, in the mountains, on the 
I. side of tbe Abteithal. The way 
from St. Vigil lies by the Ffanues Alp. 
From Wengen the traveller may visit 
the pilgrim age church of Heiligen Kreua 
(6,606'), standing in a very commanding 
situation, and overlooking a great part 
of the GaderthaL 

The way from St. Vigil to the Am- 
pezzo valley follows the upper part of 
the valley (Vallon di Kudo), nearly to 
its head, and passes by the Fodara 
VedUAlp. 
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The only information respecting this 
pass that has reached the editor is con- 
tained in a note kindly communicated hj 
the Eev. T. G. Bonney, who made the ex- 
cursion from Cortina to Bruneck. Heem- 
ployed about 6£ hrs. from Peutelstein to 
St. Vigil, bat moderate walkers may 
allow nearly 1 hr. more, deluding halts. 

' A little above Peutelstein, a rough 
cart-road turns aside to the 1. from the 
post-road. This ascends through an 
upland valley [Val Antrnilles f— Ed.], 
commanding fine views of the north- 
ern peak of the Tofana. After cross- 
ing to the rt. bank of the stream, the 
track, henceforward a roughly paved 
bridle-path, twists and winds up the 
hill-side, and over sinuous depressions 
in the dreary and desolate limestone 
mountains between the Tofana and 
SeekofeL The actual summit is not 
marked, probably it is near a hut which 
stands in a small grassy basin ; but 
commands little view — parts of the Cri- 
stallo and Geiselstein being seen. A 
few minutes' more winding and slight 
descent bring you to a group of chalets; 
called Rudo di Sotto, 3 hrs. 3S mis. 
from Peutelstein, at the head of the 
Enueberg valley, and looking right 
down it across the Pusterthal to the 
Stubayerferner [?— Ed.]. Hence fol- 
lows a good path on the 1. bank of the 
stream, which in a few minutes plunge* 
into a deep gorge in the dolomite rock. 
The scenery is now very fine; the. 
path winds down a very steep descent 
into the Vigil thai, with a magnificent" 
cliff rising on the 1., and the deep gorge, 
on the rt. The head of the valley, of 
which glimpses are now gained, is. 
barren and dreary, the floor very level, 
and covered with forest. The bottom 
of the descent was reached in 1 hr. 
IS min. There I found a fair char- 
road, which runs along the level bed of. 
the valley through woods, ia which, 
first legfohrai, theo Scotch fir, predomi- 
nate, with magnificent clifis of fawn- 
coloured dolomite on the rt. A clear- 
ing, with chalets is reached in 35 min. 
more, after which the valley begins to 
open. As the mountains become less 
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precipitous, cornfields, meadows, and 
little villages, sre seen od their sides. 
After 1 lir. 20 mill, more, I reached the 
white houses and church of Enneberg 
-r St. Vigil (Auberge near church to 



■SW, 



sign). 



o the char-rood 
by rt bank of the stream ; after 20 
min. it comes to 1, bank, and then booh 

sion, and take the unpromising road up 
the hill on the rt. bank. I took the 
promising one by the stream on 1. bank, 
and had to cross lower down, and 
climb a steep path to regain it).' 

4. Bg tht Gaisdbergerthal. The way 
here noticed would be circuitous for 
a traveller starting from Bruneck, hat 
it is inserted here in order to remind 
those who may approach that place 
from the E. aide that there ia an easy 
and agreeable way for entering the 
Gsderthal from the high-road between 
Bruneck and Welsberg. On the S. 
side of the Riens are three villages, all 
belonging to the commune of Olang. 
That called Mittd-Olang ($,Wy- B s.\& 
to have a good country inn— stands ex- 
actly at the opening of the 

Gaisdbergirtltal, a short lateral glen of 
the valley of the Kens, approached by 
a bridge over that river. Id this glen, 
about 2 hrs. from the bridge, is a place 
called BcAartl, with a mineral spring, 
resorted to for baths, and for fresh air 
ia sunnier. From Sehartl it is an easy 
walk of 3 hrs. to St. Vigil, passing 
below the summit of the Plana dt Co- 
rones (7,53d"), also called Spitzhorul, 
•aid to command a fine view. From 
St Vigil, taking the way by Wengen, 
mentioned above, the traveller may 
reach St. Leonhard, in the Abteithal, 
by a course much mora interesting than 
the common way from Jbnneck, de- 
scribed in Uu last Rt*. 



Reference has already been made to 
a lofty mass of mountain, often desig- 
nated the Sella Plateau, which sends its 
drainage in opposite directions through 
the four principal streams of this dis- 
trict — the Avisio, Cordevole, Gader, 
and Qrodnarbaeh. Although vary steop 
on all sides, there are several clefts in 
the great ramparts of the Sella through 
which it is possible to reach the sum- 
mit of the plateau, hut the writer is not 
aware that any passes — in the ordinary 
sense of the term— have been effected 
across the central part of the mass. 
Failing such passes, ft becomes necessary 
to make a circuit by two sides of the 
mountain when a traveller seeks to pass 
from the head of one of the above- 
named valleys to that lying on the op- 
posite side of the mountain. Ingoing 
from the Grodnertbal to Livinallongo, 
the easiest way is to follow the Colfosco 
Pass (Rte. 15), from Plan to Colfosco, 
and go thence to Pieve di Andras hy 
either of the patha mentioned in the 
last Rte. Another way, equally into- . 
resting and agreeable, passes by the W. 
and S. aides of the same mountain 
mass, traversing two low ridges. From 
Sta. Maria or Plan (Rta. G), the path 
to the Colfosco Pass is followed for a 
short way, wheD the traveller turns due 
1., and mounts to the 

B4ila Joeh (7,40ff), reached in 2 hnr. 
from Plan. A rapid descent leads to- 
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wards the bead of the Fassathal, which 
is reached in about 1| hr. from the pais 
at the hamlet of Gries, little more than 
1 m. from Campidello. If bound foe 
Livinallongo by the shortest path, the 
traveller does not descend far towards 
Ones. He will perceive that on his I. 
hand there ia a wide opening in the 
mountains S. of the Mor.U Pordoi, 
(10,333'), the southernmost, and proba- 
bly the highest part of the Sella mass. 
Through that opening an easy path 
ascends to the Pordoi Pass (7,396'). 
This is frequented by travellers going 
from Fassa to Livinallongo and thence 
to Ampezzo. The path to it from Gries 
turns off to the it. from the way to the 
Sella Joch, but the traveller, coming 
from the Grodnerthal with a competent 
guide, may go from one pass to the 
other without any long descent. The 
gigantic ramparts of Monte Pordoi 
(10,333') produce a fine effect when seen 
from the neighbourhood of the pass, hut 
the descent thence to Araba is rather 
uninteresting. The inn at that place is 
very poor, but supplies tolerable re- 
freshments. It is a walk of fully '2 hrs. 
thence to Fieve di Andraz. 

A far more interesting but longer 
v-ay is to descend from the Sella Joch 
:oCanazei(Rte.A), and follow the head 
of the Fassathal to Fedaya. The basin 
of Fedaya is divided from Livinallongo 
by a rioge that culminates in the lite. 
Padon (8,878'). A track passing on 
one side of that summit goes from Fe- 
daya to Livinallongo over the Forcella 
di Padon (7,806'). This commands an 
admirable view of the Marmolata, and 
also of many of the Ampezzo peaks. 
On the N. side the path descends to 
Ornella, a hamlet some way above Pieve 
di Andraz, which place is reached in 
about 4 hrs. from Fedaya, or 6| hrs. 
from Canazei, excluding halts. 



CADORE DISTRICT, 

In undertaking to give some account of 
one of the most beautiful portions of 
the Alps, the writer is struck with the 
singularity of the fact that it should 
have so long remained almost unknown, 
even by name, to English travellers. 
Unusually easy of access, for its three 
principal valleys are traversed by good 
roads, better supplied with inns than 
many favourite haunts of tourists, con- 
taining scenery of the most fantastic 
wildness and beauty, and offering aa 
many peaks difficult enough t 



a very few Englishmen, until the appear- 
ance of Messrs. Gilbert and Churchill's 
volume, bo often referred to in the pre- 
ceding sections. Only about the same 
time did German travellers systemati- 
cally undertake the exploration of the 
district, and to one of them in parti- 
cular — Dr. F. Grohmann — we owe a 
very accurate acquaintance with most of 
the highest peaks, several of which he 
has been the first to ascend. The 
writers acquaintance with this district 

f recedes that of the writers hero named, 
nt his visits have been brief, and, with 
one exception, accompanied by heavy 
and almost constant rain. The fact* 
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broad inference; but there ia some 
reason to think that in rainy seasons 
the quantity which falls here much sur- 
passes that of the adjoining region to 
the neat. 

The district here described may be 
briefly defined as including the basin of 
the Piave, with its two principal tribu- 
taries the Boita and the Cordevole, along 
with the range dividing the sources of 
those streams from the Pusterthal, and 
the leas lofty, hut rather extensive, tract 
dividing the Rave from the plain of 
Venetia. Although the mean height of 
the mountains considerably surpasses 
that of most of the exterior ranges of the 
Alps, it may be safely said that except 
on the SW. side, where it touches the 
backbone of the Carnic Alps, there is 
not ia this district any appearance of 
the existence of definite mountain 
ranges. The general level of the cen- 
tral part of the district is high, and from 
that Wei the peats rise very abruptly, 
without any appearance of mutual con- 
nection. That fact, together with the 
Dear approach to equality in the heights 
of the loftier summits, tends to confirm 
Bichthofeu's views aa to the dolomite 
mountains of this region. Although his 
hypothesis aa to the coral-reef origin of 
the masses that rear tii am reives so 
abruptly above the surrounding country 
is not free from difficulties of ita own, it 
is one which presents itself naturally to 
the mind in endeavouring to account for 
the singular aspect of the mountains of 
this district. Until lately, there were 
no trustworthy measurements of the 
heights of soy of the principal peaks, 
and of those named below three are un- 
doubtedly under-estimated. The Ante- 
lao is almost certainly the highest, and 
reaches about 10,850 ft The Pelmo is 

rbably between 10,500 and 10,600 
and the Civetta can differ only by a 
few ft The chief peaks of this district 
— all except the last overlooking the 
upper valley of the Boita— are the 
Sorapis (10,798a Tofana (10,724'), 
AnteV) (10,679'?), Monte Crialallo 
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(10,644'), Pelmo (10,377'?) and Civetta 

(i«,4*y ?). 

If the geologists who were led by tha 

nurture of the mountains of Faasa to 
suppose that the conversion of carbonate 
* lime into dolomite was duo to action 

igneous rocks in a state of fusion, had 
studied this district at the same time, 
views would probably have been 
Sed. Nowhere are dolomite rocks 
developed on a larger scale than here, 
yet with a trifling exception near Ca- 
prile, no trace of igneous rocks has been 
found in the district lying E. of the 
Cordevole and the Gaderthal. 

The natural centre of this district is 
Cortina d' Ampezzo, where the traveller 
finds good quarters and the conveniens* 
of a high-road. From that centre the 

''9 mountaineer may accomplish the 

it of most of the highest peaks 

enumerated below, while the moderata 
walker may devise a great variety of 

not equally well suited for those who 
prefer short walks, and wish to have the 
more striking scenes brought nearer to 
hand. There are, however, many other 
places that combine fairly good accom- 
modation with beautiful scenery. Pore- 
most among these must be reckoned 
Schluderbach ; but the lover of nature 
will find attractions in almost every one 
of the secondary valleys of this district 
that may induce him to tarry on his 
way, and an entiro season may be spent 
here with profit and satisfaction. It is 
right to say that there are persons, not 
insensible to the beauty of great moun- 
tain countries, upon whom the utt.nr 
sternness and savageness of aome of the 
wilder scenery of this district produces 
an almost painful effect. It would be 
difficult to find elsewhere in the Alps 
scenes so awe-inspiring as those sur- 
rounding the Diirren See, Or the cirque 
of the Croda Maloora. 



,.,:, Cookie 



> O0KWJT.I1MO, ET I 



The way from Brnneck to the i 
where the high-road to Venice turns 
southwaid from the Pusterthal is d 
scribed in § 61, Bte.A. That point 
very near the summit-level parting tl 
waters of the Drave from those of U 
Hienz, but it lies a short way W. of the 
watershed, and the stream issuing from 
the short valley followed by the road ' 
Cortina is the chief source of the Rien 
A pedestrian taking this way fro 
Hiederndorf should follow a foot-path 
that turns to the it. from the road by 
the second bridge above that village, and 
after passing a brewery, rejoins the road 
near the JWitacher See (lies'). Thi 
stands in the opening of the narrow gle: 
(sometimes called Hollensteinerthal) 
that serves as a portal between the Ger- 
■UQpnsterthal and the Italian populatioi 
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iof Ampezzo. Al the traveller advances 
the defile becomes narrower, and the me- 
nacing-looking crags of the Dni Ziniu* 
(9,833') rise to a vast height in a glen 
that opens to SE., at he reaches the 
post-house of Landro, or HoUtniUai, 
4,746 ft. above the sea. Terr fair ac- 
commodation is fonnd here, but those 
who halt for more than a single night 
should prefer Schluderbach. There is 
no village at Landro, but merely three 
or fonr buildings that seem to be con- 
nected with the post-house. Close at 
hand, though not seen from the house, 
is the D&rrtn See. This sheet of shal- 
low pale-green water is surrounded by 
a flat tract of white barren dolomitic 
gravel, which supports only stunted fir- 
trees. In the background is a group 
of inaccessible-looking rocks, broken 
into massive towers, whose highest peak, 
the Monte Cristallo, is one of the giants 
of this region. Below the vertical walls 
" ' sustain its summit a glacier hangs 
sunpended from the rifts of the mountain, 
and extends on one side up to a deep 
cleft that divides the Cristallo from a 
solitary tower, quite 10,000 ft. in height 
— the Monte Popena. A Sombre band 
of KrwimhoU (Finns mughus) sur- 
rounds the base of these peaks. Even 
the traveller who loves Nature in her 
wilder moods feels the chilling influence 
of this savagely gloomy spot, whose 
ghastly grandeur seems the fitting ac- 
companiment for some unheard-of crime. 
The aspect of the scene might lead the 
traveller to suppose himself utterly shut 
in by impassable rocks, and in truth 
none but active mountaineers can follow 
the southward direction to which the 
road has adhered since leaving the 
Pusterthal. But a deep cleft opens 
westward, through which the road is 
carried nearly at a level for a distance of 
aboutfim. About '2 m. from Landro, near 
the opening of Tal Popena and Val 
Cristallo (Rte. B), is the solitary house 
of 

Sehluderbach (4, 832"), where the tra' 
Teller, to his surprise, finds in the midst 
of the moat savage scenery a capital 
country inn, kept by Giorgio Ploner, an 
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times lent in hii place, is incompetei 
Though less central than Cortina, this 
is an excellent centre for man; excur- 
sions, most of which ore noticed in 
Ete. B. At Schluderbach the Manta 
Cristallo is concealed by the projecting 
mass of the Rauhkofel, «nd tho much 
lower mass of the CHstaUin (9,238') is 



.formation, it is no longer possible to 
ae- 1 pass by an interesting path above tho 
,nt. I bant of the Ruffredo, throagh the 
defile below the castle, which was fre- 
quently traversed by passing tourists 
who left their carriages to follow the 
.road on the opposite side of the tor- 
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mted by the appariti 
y singular peak of the 
vmaa Rossa (10,262'), arHoht Gaid, 
formed of massive rock, showing large 
pitches of a bright red on itjj impending 
precipices, 'slr-raked as with the red 
drip of a mighty sacrifice.' [ft. and C] 
The ascent has been effected three or 
four times, and is steep, and fit only for 
practised cragsmen. Ploner and Santo 
Siorpaes know the way. From the base 
of this tutelary numen of the spot a 
Blender streamlet flows by the road to- 
wards the Eienz; but it requires close 
attention to detect the point where the 
ground begins to subside in the opposite 
direction towards the valley of Ampezzo. 
The exact height of the summit level is 
not known to the writer, but it is cer- 
tainly not much above or below 5,000 
ft. The inconsiderable stream of the 
Ruffredo begins to flow westward, and 
another solitary house, called O.pedalc, 
originally built as a refuge for poor tra- 
vellers, at the opening of a glen called 
Val Grande (Bte. B), is left behind. 
The Enffredo, on the 1. of the high-road, 
soon begins to cut a deeper channel, 
through which it descends to meet the 
more considerable torrent, in which is 
united the drainage of three valleys — 
Val Travernanie, Val Fanie, and Val 
Antrui lies — through the latter of which 
lies a pathway to Enneberg (§ 60, 
Ete. H>— and form the Boita, In the 
angle between them stands the castle 
of Peutehtein, which, after surviving 
centuries of border warfare until 1867, 
was levelled with a view to the erection 
of a modern fort to guard this entrance 
into Tyrol. According to the latest 



Immediately after passing PevteUtdn 
(Ital. Podestagno) the road turns sharply 
to the 1., and begins to descend towards 
the valley of the Boita which stretches 
far away to the SSE. The noble peaks 
of the Tofana, Pelmo, Antrlao, and 
Sorapia come successively into view. 
The road descends rather rapidly along 
the elopes above the I. bank of the 
Boita, and in about 6 J m. from Peutel- 
stein reaches 

Cortina dAmpeta, (i.Oiff), the chief 
village of the large and wealthy com- 
mune of Ampezzo, which includes the 
portion of the valley of the Boita, lying 
N. of the frontier of Italy. Of the 
numerous inns three deserve favourable 
mention (Stella d' Oro, managed by the 
Sisters Barbaria, remarkably clean, 
quiet, and comfortable; Aqnila Sera, 
kept by Ghedina, father of a distiii- 

Euished Venetian painter, who is often 
ere in summer; Kreuz, also well spoken 
of). The Aqui la Nora is much improved 
by the addition of a separate house for 
tourists; the writer has hitherto found 
the Stella preferable. 

The appearance of the buildings and 
the people in tho village of Cortina and 
the neighbouring hamlets announce 
general prosperity, which partly arises 
from the vast extent of valuable forests 
and pastures belonging to the commune 
in its corporate capacity. The greatly 
increased price of timber has, however, 
tempted the natives to cut down forest 
to an extent that may affect their future 
prosperity. In the pride pf momentary 
wealth they have erected a campanile 
250 ft. high, on a scale befitting a 
great city. Near the village is an esta- 
blishment for mineral baths, standing 
near the banks of tie Boita. Th» 
waters are said to be similar to those 
of Prags in the Pusterthal (Bte. IL 



BOGTE A, EXCURSIONS FRO SI CORTINA D AMPIZZO. 

•The establishment belongs to G. Ghe- 
dina, landlord of the Aquila Nera. 

Cortina is better supplied with guide 
than most places in the Italian Tyrol. 
Santo Siorpaes is first-rate, and knows 
most parts of this region. Alessandro 
Lacedolli is a bold climber, buthaa little 
judgment. Angelo Dimaj is also good, 
utd his brother, Fulgensio, less efficient. 
A tariff of charges has been established. 
Ghedina has two or three aide-saddles 
for ladies. 

Most of the excursions from Cortina 
are described in the following Etas., 
bnt it may be convenient to enumerate 
them here, adding a brief notice of 
some which do not conveniently fall 
under other headings. 

The paths to Schluderbach by Val 
Grande and the Lake of Misurina, and 
the ascent of Mte. Cristallo, are given 
in Rte. 15. The tour of the Croda 
Malconi by the Tre Croci and Forcella 
Grande, and the ascent of the Sorapis, 
are noticed in Rte. E. For the ascent 
of the Antelao see Rte. F, and for that 
of the Pelmo, Rte. G. 

Among short excursions deserving 
notice is that through a short glen (Val 
Ambriciola ?) that mounts somewhat 
W. of 8. from Cortina, and leads to a 
depression on the NW. side of the ft'eco 
di Meziodi, a remarkable projecting 
' cations tooth ' of dolomite rock, acces- 
sible from the S. side by a stiff scramble. 
It is possible to scramble round the base 
of the Becco, enjoying on the way some 
noble views of the Civetta, Pelmo, and 
Antelao. Returning by a slightly dif- 
ferent course to Cortina, this makes a 
very interesting excursion of A or 6 hrs. 

To the botanist the ascent of Monte 
Gustlla and a visit to the crags of (he 
Monte Naoalav. may be recommended. 
The former is the only Italian station 
for Graph hyoaeridifolia. 

Theascentof Monte To/ana (10,724') 
is for the practised mountaineer one of 
the most attractive expeditions to be 
made in this district. Starting in good 
time, an active walker will easily return 
to Cortina in time for dinner, and with 
favourable weather will have enjoyed 
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,one of the finest views in Tyrol. The 
mountain has 3 summits, all visible 
from Cortina, of which the central one 
is certainly the higheat. TheSW. peak 
— seen on the L from Cortina — is said 
to have been several times reached by 
natives of the valley ; the middle peak 
was attained in 1 863 by Dr. Grohmann 
with the elder Lacedelli ; and the N. 
peak was climbed by Mr. Bonney id 
1867, with Angelo Dimaj as guide. Dr. 
Grohmann, having gained the crest of 
the ridge connecting the SW, summit 
with the highest, turned to the rt. and 
followed the ridge chiefly by the side 
overlooking Val Travernanze, finally 
attaining the summit by a rather steep 
ice-slope. Mr. Bonney took a course 
that seems to be full of interest even ir- 
respective of the special object in view. 
Mounting rapidly and nearly straight 
from Cortina, he attained in 1 hr. 50 
min. a gap, called Forcella dells Cesta, 
overlooking the head of a small upland 
glen, or hollow, that descends in pre- 
cipices towards Peutelstein. Passing 
above the head of this glen another 
gap, reached in 10 mm. from the first, 
enables the traveller to overlook a much 
vaster hollow, once filled by glacier, 
above which rise the central and northr 
em peaks of the mountain, in crags 
which are in most places impracticably 
steep. Without descending low, Mr. 
Bonney circled round this hollow, pass- 
ing on the way below a small glacier. 
Having gone some way beyond the 
base of the northern peak, he found a 
cleft through which water trickles, sad 
which afforded a practicable way to the 
ridge of the mountain. Turning to the 
1. along the ridge, the N. peak was 
attained in 5} hrs. from Cortina. The 
return, being hurried by bad weather, 
was effected in 3 hrs. 26 min. Mr. 
Bonney rates this view as among the 
finest in this part of the Alps. 

The mountain mass that culminate* 
in the three peaks of the Tofana nearly 
fills an equilateral triangle, one side of 
which is the road from Cortina to Peu- 
telstein, another, the path over the Tra 
" Buchenstein, 
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■while the third, or NW. aide, is marked 
by Val Traeername. This divides the 
Tofana from a more westerly and lower 
mass which is crowned by the peak of 
-Lagasoi. A very interesting da/a walk 
is the tour of Honte Tofana by Val 
TraTeraanHi, returning by the Tre Sassi. 
Leaving the high road at the toll-bar 
about 1 hr. N. of Cortina, a cart-track 
nr. the 1. bank of the Boita leads uni" 
the castle rock of Peutelatein to a brid b , 
and by choosing always the road moat 
to the 1. the way cannot be missed. On 
the N. aide of the Tofana, the to 
of Val Travernanze, after passing 
through a very singular gorge, meets 
that of Vat Fanis, which flows westward 
from the mountains near St Cassian. 
As the united stream approaches the 
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third torrent, named Vol Anlruillta, 
doubtless the same mentioned in § 60, 
Bte. H, through which the path runs to 
Ennebcrg. A beaten cattle-track leads 
amid very grand rock scenery to the 
upper part of Val Travernanze, and a 
faintly marked path _ goes from the 
highest huts to the ridge overlooking 
the road over the Tre Sassi. The name 
■Lagaioi is given only to the southern 
and highest part of the ridge on the rt., 
dividing Travernanze from Fanis. In- 
stead of descending towards the Tre 
Sassi, the traveller may keep close under 
the precipices of the Tofana, and on his 
way visit a cavern which is easy of 
access when snow is plentiful, otherwise 
hard to get at. 

No moderate walker should miss the 
excursion to the Logo Sorapis in the great 
hollow, or cirque, of the Oroda Malcora, 
that being the collective name here given 
to the vaat range of crags whose highest 
■ummit is the Sorapis. (Seeltte. E.) 

The frontier between Italy and Tyrol 
M o uses the valley of the Boita about 
6 m. below Cortina. Before long the 
road passes the hamlet of Ghiajnuzo, 
whence a path mounts to the Forcella 
Grande (Bte. E), and soon after reached 
■ San Vita (3,417'}, the Italian cus- 
toms-station. Neither the writer nor 
his friends can confirm the Sweeping, 



condemnatory statement applied to the 
lower part of the Boita valley, and 
the adjoining district of Cadore— 'inns 
grow nasty, and postmasters begin to 
cheat.' The village ion of San Vita 
wsa fairly clean, the landlord attentive, 
and changes reasonable, but in 1807 
the Italian dounniers had taken posses- 
sion of the best rooms, and the house 
was not a pleasant stopping-place. Gio. 
Batt. Giacin is recommended aa a guide. 

For some time before reaching Sal 
Vito two giants of this region, hither' 
to imperfectly seen, have come rally 
into view — the Pelrao and Antelao. 
The first cannot fail to fix the traveller's 
attention. An isolated, massive, bas- 
tioned tower of bare rock, rising ab- 
ruptly to a height of 5,000 ft. above its 
base, its form is unique in the Alps, 
For a notice of the ascent see Rt*. G. 
San Vito may serve as starting-point 
for the ascent of both peaks. 

The general character of the valley 
of the Boita remains unchanged. Even 
where the stream has excavated for 
itself a deep bed, the road keeps along 
the broad gently- sloping shelf that 
extends to the very base of the great 
mountain wall that encloses the valley 
on the E. side. As it approaches its 
confluence with the Piave, the Boita 
gradually deepens the trench which it 
has cut in the superficial strata, and 
the road avoids this altogether by tam- 
ing aside in a direction somewhat N. of 
E., so as to approach the Piave some 
way above the junction. Passing Soros 
(3.200/), and Voda (3,120'), where a 
great bergfall from a projecting but- 
tress of the Antelao overwhelmed two 
villages in 1816, the road reaches Vt- 
«oi (2,898'), a post station with a 
decent inn. Here a torrent from the 
Antelao descends through a ravine to 
join the Boita, and the road takes leave 
of that stream, which is lost to view at 
the bottom of an impassable cleft. Be- 
fore rejoining that stream at its junction 
with ue Piave, the road makes the 
circuit of the Monte Zueeo (8,985'), 
which on this side shows as a mere 
rocky hill, but in the opposite 
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tnnacdn tile Piave, appears a high and 
steep ridge. At Tai di Cadort, where 
there is a vary fair country inn, Uie 
road, which mounts tt the head of the 
valley of the Piave (Rte. D), turns 
■side from the poet-road. This here be- 
gins a steep and long descent of the 
elopes above the rt. bank of the Piave, 
and along the E. side of Monte Zucco, 
which terminates only at the pest- 
station of Perarollo. 

[Piete di Cadort, the birth-place of 
Titian, scarcely 1 m. from Tai, on the 
road to Comehco, is noticed in Bto. D. 
The name Cadort belongs not to any 
particular village, but to the district 
surrounding the junction of the valleys 
of the Piave and Boita. In an ex- 
tended sense the mountains enclosing 
both valleys are often styled C&dore 
Alps, and the name being widely known, 
has been chosen by the writer as the 
most convenient for this entire dis- 
trict.] 

Perarollo (1,7*1'), fully 1,200 ft. below 
Tai, stands at the junction of the Piave 
with the Boita. There is a good inn at 
the poet, and a large number of men are 
employed in the neighbourhood in con- 
nection with the timber trade, vast 
Juantities of wood being floated hither 
™m the valleys of the neighbouring 
Alpe, and forwarded to Venice by the 
Piave, About 2 m. below Perarollo is 
the opening of Vol Montina, above 
which are the steep crags of Monte 
Duranno. Mr. Holzmann effected a pa. 
—Forcella di Duranno (about «,HS0> 
l>y the H. side of that peak by which 
Cimolais may be reached in 7 hrs. 

Longaront (1,473'), a rather large vil- 
lage, with two pretty good inns (Post ; 



Zoldo (Rte. 6), with the Piave. On the 
opposite side of the main valley the 
short glen of Vajont runs up to a pass 
leading to the upper valley of the Zel- 
line (§62, Rte. I). The post-road keeps 
to the rt. bank of the Piave until it 
reaches Capo di Pools (Inn: Stella 
Bianca\ whence the road to Belluno 
»nd leltre (Rte. D) extends SW. along 



. . .507 

the Piave, while the direct way to Co- 
negliano and Venice turns southwards 
through a broad and deep opening in 
the mountains. Within sight of the 
towers of Belluno, scarcely 5 m. distant, 
the latter road crosses the Piuve by a 
massive wooden bridge, 82 ft. above the 
stream, and 1,270 ft. above the sea- 
level. The road from Capo di Ponte to 
Ceneda is interesting to the geologist a* 
exhibiting the scene of a comparatively 
recent geological event. It is consi- 
dered certain that the course of the 
Piave once lay through the valley that 
extends from Capo di Ponte to Sta. 
Crocs, and thence to Serravalle. A berg- 
fall, which occurred at some uncertain 
period, perhaps previous to the hietorie 
epoch, barred the course of the stream 
below Sta. Croce, whereupon a lake was 
formed above that village, and the river 
found a new channel through the broad 
valley, extending from Capo di Ponte 
to Lentiai near Feltre. The change in 
the channel of so considerable a stream 
might have been expected to effect con- 
siderable modifications in the valleys 
which it has passod, but these are not 
apparent. The Logo di Sta. Croce has 
an average height of 28 ft. above the 
surface of the Piave at Capo di Ponte, 
and the sluggish stream of the Bat now 
flaws from the lake exactly in the oppo- 
site direction to the former course of 
the Piave through the same valley. The 
lake is a pretty sheet of water, and the 
traveller might be tempted to halt, if 
there were a decent inn, at 

3la. Croce (l,336'),apoorplace, more 
than 100 ft. above the level of the lake. 
A short way beyond the village com- 
mences the ascent of the barrier formed 
by the great bergfall mentioned above. 
The summit of this great dam is 
marked by a police-barrack, 1,610 ft 
above the sea-level. The descent on 
the S. side is much steeper than the 
ascent, and the village of Fadalto lies 
fully 600 ft. below the top of the ridge. 
It is surrounded by rugged walls of 
limestone with scrubby beeches in the 
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hence to Serravalle, singular and pic- 
turesque, but bo hot in summer that 
few travellers are tempted to traverse it 
on foot- The Meiokio, a mere rivulet 
draining the Logo Morto, descends over 
two steep steps in the floor of fhe 
valley, where the vine and chestnut are 
the prevailing plants. After passing 
another very small lake, the traveller 

Strravalle (5Hf), a small town in a 
Very singular position, standing in a 
gap in the line of hills that up to this 
point hare enclosed the valley of the 
Meschio. The first houses are in the 
defile, and for a moment the rocks close 
together and there is barely space for 
the road and the torrent. This turns 
abruptly to S3E., and the view opens 
out suddenly over the low country 
towards Coneda and Conegliano, while 
the full wealth of southern vegetation, 
wide-spreading fig-trees, pomegranates 
all ablaze with their scarlet blossoms, 
trellised vines creeping up walls and 
trees, and the contrast of sombre cy- 

tresses, assure the traveller tliat ho 
as left the precincts of the Alps. In 
spring or autumn, when the heat is 
bearable, some pleasant excursions may 
be made from Serravalle into the range 
separating the present valley of the 
Piave from what is believed to have 
been its ancient course. These are chiefly 
formed of cretaceous rocks, partly over- 
laid by eocene strata. The highest sum- 
mit ia apparently the Col Vicntbio 
(0,789-), due N. of Serravalle. It might 
be taken on toe way from that place to 
lielluno. The orographer shonld also 
visit a short valley that originates a few 
m, W. of Serravalle, from which it is 
separated by a low ridge. It contains a 
lake— merely called Lago(776'), whence 
the Soligo torrent flows SW. tor about 
B m., and then turns abruptly 
to descend into the plain. The upper 
valley lies exactly in the prolongation 
of that of the Meachio, and seems to 
repeat exactly the peculiarities observed 
in the course of that stream. Some 
further examination may perhaps be 
usefully given to the supposed cl 



i the chancel of the Fiave, which hal 
-en described above inaccordance with 
is views prevalent among geologists, 
he main evidence is derived from the 
iture of the gravel and detritus found 
i the valley of the Meschio ; bat this 
units of much discussion before it can 
b held to be conclusive. Reference is 
nade by Schaubach to early Roman 
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that the Piave, as known to them, fol, 
lowed the supposed ancient channel ; 
bnt the writer has never learned what 
writers are referred to, and what texts 
are forthcoming. It is certain that 
Tenanting Fortunatus, who died early 
in the 7th century, and who, though 
a French bishop, was a native of this 
region, knew the river as it flows in the 
existing channel. 

It is a distance of little more than 2m. 
from Serravalle to Cmeda (468'), an an- 
cient town believed to be of Roman 
origin. This is overlooked by a castle 
on a rock, one of the last outlying 
spurs from the neighbouring Alps. 
There are here several inns (Post; 
Rosa ; Aquila Nera). The low hills on 
either side of the road subside towards 
the plain as the traveller reaches 

Conegliano (196'), a well-built and 
thriving town on the railway between 
Venice and Trieste. It has several 
fairlygood hotels (Post; and another, at 
least equally good, the name of which has 
been mislaid), frequented in summer and 
autumn by persons seeking air a little 
cooler than that of the cities of the plain. 
A traveller having a few hours to spare 
should take a carriage to San Salwtore, 
the ancient castle of the Colalto family, 
and one of the finest in this part of 
Italy. It commands a noble view over 
the plain, extending in clear weather to 
tile towers of the City of the Lagoons. 
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. The post-road between Schludefbaoh 
Mud Cortina, described in tbe last Rte., 
passes along the N. and W. sides of a 
small mountain mass culminating in the 
Monte Cristallo. It is characteristic of 
the structure of this region of the Alps, 
where the masonry of the mountains is 
as full of variety and richness of detail 
as a gothic cathedral, that there should 
be scope for four or five quits distinct 
and very interesting expeditious within 
no small an area. Unfortunately, the 
want of any accurate map of this part 
of the present district makes it impossi- 
ble to render descriptions intelligible 
without entering into great detail. The 
writer is forced to refer those who would 
explore this neighbourhood thoroughly 
to a paper by Dr. Grohmann, in the 
Jahrbneh of the Austrian Alpine Clnb 
for 1866, wherein that active and perse- 
vering mountaineer describes the mass 
hero spoken of in some detail, yet 
scarcely bo as to dispense with the need 
of a map. On the S. side, towards the 
head of the Auronzo valley, and the Tre 
Croci Pass, the main mass of the Cri- 
stallo shows a rather uniform front, with- 
) projecting towers and but- 
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of the peaks of this district. On the N, 
side the case is very different, and not 
less than 6 short valleys or glens radiate 
from the central peaks. We shall here 
briefly notice the more interesting ex- 
cursions which may all be taken on the 
way between Cortina and Schluderbach. 
1. By the Lake of Mtsuriaa. — 1} hrs. 
moderate walking. A little N. of E. from 
Cortina every traveller notices the deep 
and broad opening that separates two of 
the chief rock masse? of this district— 



those of the Cr.ida Malcora and the 
Cristallo. This is tbe pass connecting 
Cortina with Auronzo and the uppe* 
valley of the Piave (Rte. E). A rough 
cart-track gups us for as the top, and in 
places the way mny be shortened by 
striking across the pastures. Ij hr of 
moderate walking suffices <o reach the 
summit of the I're Ctaei Pais (5, 97(f), 
marked, as the name implies, by three 
wooden crosses. However oflon the tra- 
veller may p*ss here on his way to ex- 
cursions from Cortina, he must rejoice in 
the noble view that opens westward over 
the green basin of Ampezzo, guarded on 
the N. by th ) sarsge crags of the To- 
fans. Near at hand to the M. rise the 
Monte Cristallo and Piz Pnpena. The 
Croda Malcora i», however, not seen in 
full grandeur. SE. the view extends 
down Val Buoua, which name is given 
to the upper end of the Aurmzo valley, 
and in the background rises the grand 
range of the Marmaroto, with small 
glaciers lying in the clefts between its 
giant towers. To ENE., nearly;in the 
direction followed during tlioaseent from 
Cortina, is an opening similar in charac- 
ter to that of the Tre Croci, and about 
the same height, between the Monte 
Cristallo mass and the summits called 
Cadint or Cadintpititn. In the hollow 
between them lies the Mesurina Alp. 
After descending a very short way from 
the Tre Croci, a track on the 1. leads 
nearly at a level along the slope chiefly 
amid forest, but after some 2 in. it 
divides, and is gradually lost. It is 
perfectly easy to pursue the same direc- 
tion, rising very little, and so reach the 
extensive pastures of the Mesnrma 
Alp surrounding a charming little lake, 
Logo di Mtsurina, famed for its delicious 
trout. [The regular track from Val 
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but (Rte. E) along the streamlet from 
the lake.] The way henceforward, 
after passing the low ridge beyond the 
lake, only 5,930 ft. in height, lies 
through Vol Popena, the easternmost 
of the valleys lying on the N. side of the 
Cristallo mass. The summit of Pis 
Fopena is not seen from tho valley, and 
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the dominant ni 
Zitmen (9,833'), * 
from the poat-houae utLandro. Pi 
between the ridge extending N. from 
Monte Popena add Che Monte Pian, {be 
traveller descenda to the level of the 
barren plain S. of the Dtirren See, and 
reaches Schluderbach in 1 hr. from the 
MesorinaAlp. Tbisis " 
i ng and agreeable way for a traveller going 
from Cortina to Schluderbach, That 
next described is to be preft 
travelling in the oppoaite di 

2. Schluderbach to Cortina by Vol 
Grande.— About 4£ hrs. The high- 
road ia followed as far aa Oapedale. 
There, aa mentioned in Etc. A, the glen 
called Vol Grande opens somewhat E. 
of due S. This almost divides the higher 
part of the Cristallo group from the 
lower western portion. This shown 
above the high-road between Peutel- 
stein and Cortina as a steep and rug- 
ged, but not very high, ridge, called 
Pomagognon. Adjoining this, at the 
head of Val Grande, is the some- 
what higher Croda CerdeUie. Ail easy 
assent of 2 hrs. from Oapedale leads to 
the summit of the pass — locally called 
La b'orca — between the latter summit 
and the main mass of tbe Cristallo. To 
enjoy lie view it is necessary to ascend 
a slight eminence beside the pass. A 
rather stoop, but not difficult, descent, 
leads in \ hr, or leas, from La. Forca to 
the summit of the Tre Croci Pisa, 
whence Cortina is reached in another hr. 
There is another pass, called ZamineS.ee, 
lying farther W. than La Forca (between 
the Croda Cerdellia and Pomagognon ?), 
which is a rather more direct way to 
Cortina; but it is a little higher, and 
the descent rather steeper. 

A traveller starting from Sehluder- 
bach,and having no occasion to descend 
to Cortina, may traverse the Forca, then 
bear to the 1. below the great cliffs of 
Monte Criatallo, and return by the 
Lake of Mesurina and Val Popena, in 
little more than 6 hrs,, exclusive of 
halts— an easy and charming expedition. 

J. By the Crist-all- Pas,. —About 6 hra. 
Unlike thosi above described, this must 
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be counted a rather difficult pass, very 
attractive to practised mountaineers, 
but requiring rope and ice-axe, and a 
steady head. The pass had been very 
rarely traversed by chamois-hunters, 
until Dr. Srohmann first crossed it ia 
1864. He has named it, and deter- 
mined its height by careful barometrical 
measurement. The Cristall-Pais (9, 2S?) 
is a deep cleft between the two highest 
peaks of this mass, the Monte CristaUo 
(10,6*4'), and Pit Pvptna (10,3118'), 
resembling in many respects the Boceat 
di Brsnta, described in \ 40, Ete. H. 
On the K. side a rather considerable 
glacier deacenda towards Val Fonda, 
one of the recesses of the Cristallo, the 
opening of which is reached in J hr. 
from Schluderbach. Val Fonda is a. 
hollow floored over by dolomite debris, 
and enclosed between walls of the same 
rock. It terminates, about l£ hr. from 
Schluderbach, in a ravine through which 
the Water from the Cristallo glacier 
descends between steep rocks. There 
are two passages, known to a few of 
the Ampeizo guides, and to Ploner, the 
landlord at Schluderbach, by which the- 
rocks are surmounted. On attaining, 
the rock terrace above the ravine, the 
glacier, with a small terminal moraine, . 
is seen near at hand. In order to 
avoid the steepest part of the glacier, 
it is beat to ascend for nearly } hr. by ; 
the rt. lateral moraine (on the tra- 
veller's L hand ascending), till he . 
reaches a point where the slope of the '. 
glacier is gentle, and the crevasses few. 
Only at one point, near the middle of 
the glacier, Dr. Grohmanu found any . 
difficulty from the crevassed condition 
of the ice. In approaching the summit, 
which is reached in 3j hra. from Schlu- 
derbach, the slope is very gentle. But 
little distant view is gained from the 
paas, and the interest of the excursion 
'' a in the grand rock scenery. Then 
acarcely another spot in the Alps so . 
Id and so strange that can be ap- 
proached with ao alight an outlay of , 
and labour. The descent, though 
j, is easy and not fatiguing. It ■: 
lies through a cleft, or furrow, the.. 



channel of which, is fall of fine debris, 
which is here railed grava (gravel). In 
the descent Ihe views of Sorapis, Pelmo, 
Civetta, and other peaks of this region 
are very fine. The ground hcing fa- 
vourable for a rapid descent, an active 
mountaineer may easily reach Cortina 
in 2 bis. from the summit. In the 
early summer, the cleft through which 
the descent lies would probably be the 
channel for water from the mejting 
snow of the upper part of the pass, and 
might be found difficult and disagree- 
able. 

The ascent of Monte Crtstallo was 
accomplished for the first time from 
the Crista! 1-Puss, in September, 1865, 
by Dr. Grohmannwith two local guides. 
Mounting a short ice-slope, they accom- 
plished the greater part of the ascent 
by ledges that run along the face of the 
mountain' overlooking the Tre Croci 
Pass. Though looking very slender 
from below, these ledges generally af- 
ford fair footing. At a height of about 
10,000 ft., Dr. Grohmann attained a 
little shelf on the verge of the precipice, 
whence a rather deep cleft leads up to 
the topmost part of the mountain. The 

pass, not reckoning halts, and the 
greater part of the way is sheer climb- 
ing ; but it would appear that there are 
only one or two 'bad places.' The 
view is naturally very extensive, but it 
most be owned that the chief induce- 
ment to the ascent of the peaks of this 
region is in the climb itself. When 
the cragsman has acquired a little fa- 
miliarity with the rock, bo as not to 
feel uneasy in places where the surface 
is rotten, and pieces are detached by 
the hand, he gets to prefer dolomite 
climbing to all other rock-work, finding 
it afford far more of excitement and 
variety than the crystalline slates, or 
even granite. Mr. Tuckett has reached 
the summit with Santo Siorpaes in 5 brs. 
from Cortina, and descended to Sclilu- 
dembach in 3^ bra., not counting halts. 
The Criitaiiino (9,238'), one of the 
secondary ridges of the Criatallo, rising 
between Yal Popena and Val Banche, 
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was ascended by Dr. Grohmann. Mr. 
Sowerby, who attempted to go that way 
to the Lake of Mesurina, was led into 
many difficulties by the guide above 
named,— A. Molina— and forced to de- 
scend Val Popena and so return U> 
Scblndranboch. 



Various bridle-pethB and foot-j*ttn lead 

Reference has frequently been made 
preceding sections to the valley of 
the Cordevole, the longest affluent of 
the Piave, though the Boita has pro- 
bably a more abundant stream. The 
former, flowing from the valleys conter- 
— "-louswith the Passat ha 1 and Gader- 
\ joins the Piave midway between 
Huno and Teltre. An active traveller 
may easily reach fielluno in oue day 
from Cortina ; but it is a far better 
plan to give one or two extra daye to the 
journey, and to see something of the 
fine scenery of the lateral valleys of the 
Cordevole. There is good accommoda- 
tion at Agordo, the chief place in the 

As mentioned in § 60, lite. H, the 
upper end of the Cordevole valley, S. 
of the Tyroleee frontier, is collectively 
called Livinallongo. This is divided 
from the district of Ampezzo, at the 
bead of the Boita valley, by a ridge 
rather higher and more continuous than 
most of those in this district that lie 
between the main peaks. The most 
conspicuous summing in the ridge in 
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■ »»W, fi(Bfa ii Formin (8,888*), and 
fleooo rfi Mtzzodl (8,789'}. This range 
is traversed by many cattle-tracks, and 
the way to Caprile may be much varied ; 
but it suffices here to mention those 
most convenient to travellers. 

1. Cortina to Caprile by Monte Giau. 
This is sometimes palled Pass of Monte 
GTi!H>llR,butMi»i<eeuB(#o(8,499')iatbe 
name of a projecting summit between the 
pass and the Nurukii. There are several 
possible track s , of which two arc f reque nt- 
ed, both commonly called Monte G isu, 
but that descri bed first is also known as 
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•enience; but 
find suitable animals in ! 
The way from Cortina, I 
the Boita, and passing i 
Meleres, ascends gently 
through the wooded glen of the Rio 
Torto, till it reaches the extensive pas- 
tures of the Mont* Giau, which extend 
some way ou either side of the summit. 
Before reaching it the track divides, 
at there are two points of about 
equal height, separated by a craggy 
knoll, where it is usual to pass the 
ridge. Either is reached from Cortina 
in from 2£ to 3 hrs. From the summit 
the Marmolata is conspicuous; but the 
Pelnio is best seen lower down from Col 
di Sta. Lucia. The two passes men- 
tioned above correspond to two short 
green glens locally called Val Zonia 
and Val Piczsa, which unite lower down 
in Val Florentine. The height of the 
pass leading to Val Zonia is 7.511 ft. 
The torrent of this valley, which flows 
to join the Cordevole at Caprile, forms 
for some distance the frontier between 
Tyrol and Venetia, leaving to the former 
the village of Col di Sta. Lucia (4,858'), 
(often called Golie) above the rt. bank, 
while *Weo (4,482'), at a lower level on 
the opposite side, belongs to Italy. There 
are many tracks ; and it is possible to 
•void both villages. The ground is very 
Uneven, and in one place it is necessary 
to reaacend along the slope above the rt. 
bank before the final descent to Caprile 
1» reached- Hie traveller is, however. 



well rewarded for the extra labour by 
an exquisite view, in which the Pelmo 
and Civetta rival each other in grandeur. 
The writer, although he has passed this 
way twice, can throw no light on the 
current story which, in varied forms, 
affirms the existence of a picture by 
Titian in the village of Sta. Lucia. Ac- 
cording to Schaubach, it was painted in 
fresco on the outer wall of the Vidum, 
or parsonage. Covered with whitewash 
by some subsequent occupant, it was, he 
says, uncovered with difficulty. Asleep 
and rough descent leads in about 2} 
hrs. from the top to 

Caprile (3,376'). The Lion of St. 
Mark, on a marble tablet atthe upper 
end of the village, shows that this has 
long been a frontier village of Venetia. 
The inn kept by Madame Pezze is 
praised by all travellers, and n favourite 
place of resort. By a delicate attention 
to English feeling, the Pell Mall Gazette 
is supplied in summer by the Agorio 
branch of the Italian Alpine Club. The 
statutes of the Cadore republic, dating 
before 1600, are preserved in the house. 
This village is so near the base of the 
Marmolata, Pelmo, and Civetta, that 
although most travellers mating the 
ascent of those peaka i " 






- to t 



summit, they can easily : 

dinner at Caprile. Very many short 

able for less ambitious travellers, sod 

The guide for excursions of any diffi- 
culty is Pellegrini, of the neighbouring 
hamlet of Bocca. He is a fairly good 

2. Cortina to Ciprileby tie Ire Saisi. 
The road of the Tre Sassi has been no- 
ticed in S BO, Bte. H, as being in the 
direct line from the Gaderthul to Cor- 
tina. It may be taken on the way to 
Caprile, being only a little longer than 
the pass of Monte Giau, and nrnch 
easier for ladies, as they may go in a 
light carriage as far as the bridge over 
the Cord ovule below Bucheu stein, whence 
it is a walk of little more than 1 hr. to 
Caprile, The road from Cortina keep* 
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to the N. aide of Val Faliarege, which 
runs eastward from the pass along the 
southern base of the. Tofaua. The 
summit (7,073 fL in height) lies between 
the Tofona and a group of ruinous- 
looking columns and towers of dolomite 
belonging to the range of Monte Nuvo- 
lao. Descending by the castle of Buch- 
*nstain to the hamlet of fSuchonatcin, 
or Andraz, the traveller bound for Caprile 
must quit tie new road which follows 
the rt. side of the valley to Pieve di 
Andrar. (j| 60, Kte. II), and 
rougher road by die L bank. This 
passes in part through pine-forest 
ing at intervals a noble view i 
Civet's., rising behind the lake of 
Allegbe. The descent to Caprile is 
steep, but the truck has been made 
passable for light vehicles. 3 hrs. 
should be allowed for reaching the Tre 
Sassi from Cortina, and about 3 hrs, 
for the descent to Caprile. On the 
whole, the scenery of thi. 
superior to that first described, but 
there is no single object so grand »e 
Pelmo seen from near Col di Sta. Li: 

3. Sff Monte Vol. In Kte. A, re 
ence is made among the excursions from 
Cortina to a glen (named by Dr. Gr 
mann Val Ambriciola) that mounts fi 
near that village in the direction of the 
Becco di MezzodL By .that way the 
traveller may reach one of the upper 
branches of Val Fiorentina, whose exten- 
sive pastures are known by the name 
Montt Val. A good path descends 
thence to Sdva (4,482') the chief village 
of Val Florentine, and so to Caprile. 
1 The writer has no acquaintance with 
this route beyond the bead of Val Am- 
briciola. It appears to be rather intri- 
cate, and it would not be wise to under- 
take it without a guide. 

Caprile to Belluno, A rongh cart- 
track rune along the valley of the Corde 









little 



more than two miles from Caprile, the 
traveller reaches the charming" little 
Late of Alltghe (3.230'), the gem of this 
valley. The one defect of the Dolomite 
Alps U the absence of lakes— for the 



tarns lying here and there in 
hollows do not deserve that name — and 
tile accident that produced this sheet 
of blue water gives to the Civetta, whose 
form is mirrored in its surface, a charm 
not possessed by any of its rivals. The 
lake originated in a great bergfall from 
the Monte Pizzo, on the W. side of the 
valley, that fell in January 1772, crushing 
three hamlets and drowning a fourth in 
the lake, which rapidly rose behind the 
barrier so formed. A second fall, four 
months after the first, caused even 
greater destruction by driving the water 
of the lake in formidable waves that 
utterly destroyed the greater part of the 
houses in the valley. The track, which 
on leaving Caprile kept the L bank of 
the stream, crosses to the opposite side, 
and passes along the slopes above the W. 
shore of the lake. Most travellers will 
prefer to traverse the lake in a boat, 
which may be ordered overnight by those 
who sleep at Caprile. The village of 
JUeghe,with a pretty spire to its church, 
lies some way from the E. shore at the 
opening of a glen, or recess, that seems 
the very base of the 



This 



1 cleft re 



not very bold outlim , . 
face of precipice, adorned with the most 
delicate fretted work of spire and crag. 
For a notice of the ascent see Rte. G. 

At the S. end of the lake the track 
makes a steep descent over the great 

SUe of rocks and debris that serves to 
am up the waters. Though partly 
overgrown with trees, this mound stilt 
shows theappearanceaf ils origin. The 
valley bears to SSW., and is contracted 
almost to a defile in passing round the 
"W. base of the Civetta. The cart-track 
keeps the rt. bank of the Cordevole, 
and about 4 m. below the end of the 
lake, or 8 m. from Csprile, reaches 

Cencrnighe (2,644'), a village standing 
at the junction of the Biois with the 
Oordevote. The farmer torrent ium«i 
from Val di Canals, through n 



there 



o Val d 



-rihed 



in § 80, and the remarkable way to San 
Martino di Castrozsa by Gares(|6B, 
Rte. L). There is a humble hut decent 
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inn at Cencenighe, and thence the tra- 
veller may ascend the Cima di Ptipe 
(8,238'), a peak SW. of the village, 
mainly formed of consolidated volcanic 
ashes and scnriie. The ascent is said 
not to be difficult. The view is pro- 
bably finer from Mte. Pelta (7,9430, OB 
the opposite side of the main valley. 
This may be considered aa a SW. outlier 
from the dolomitic mass of the Civetta. It 
is beat reached from Liatolade (see be- 
low), bnt ia more difficult of acceaa than 
the Cima di Papa. 

[A traveller wishing to aea some- 
thing of tho grand dolomite peats that 
rise between the Cordevole and San 
Martino di Caatrozsa should start from 
Cencenighe, or the rather better inn at 
Forno. di Canala, and ascend thence to 
lares (J 69, file. L). From that place 
a cattle-track leads by the Malgonera 
Alp to the summit of the ridge dividing 
Gaxes from the Vu.Uo di San Lncano. 
From the pass called Coot la ForeeUa 
{6,356'). a beaten path leads down the 
last-named glen to its junction with 
the Cordevole valley.] At Cencenighe 
begins the carriage-road that extends 
to Belluno. At the hamlet of Fa3 
the road crosses to the L bank, and 
soon after reaches lAtloladt, a hamlet 
standing at the opening of Vol Cor- 
passu, an extremely wild and sarage 
glen by which the ascent of Monte Pelsa 
is sometimes effected. The writer be- 
lieves that it is possible to cross the 
ridge connecting that summit witl) the 
Civetta ; descending to the Cordevole 
above Cencenighe. This most be aver; 

On the opposite side of the Cordevole, 
about I m. below Liatolade, is Taibon, 
at the opening of Vol di San Tiucano, 
through which lies the interesting way 
to Primiero, noticed in | 69, Kto. K. 
Little more than 1 m. farther is 

Agordo (2,060'), the chief place in the 
valley of the Cordevole. It is a small 
town of nearly 3,000 inhabitants, with a 
large piazza, one side of which ia occu- 
pied by the palaeto of Count Manzoni, 
a resident proprietor. The best inn, of 
arhich recent accounts are very favour- 
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able, is in the piazza. Nothing aw be 
finer than the position ofAgordo. It 
stands near the opening of several lateral 
valleys, in the midst of a small tract of 
level or gently sloping ground, but en- 
compassed by rock-scenery of the grand- 
est character. Especially striking is the 
Polls di San 1/ucano, rising in a sheer 
precipice in the fork between the main 
stream and the Valle di San Lncano. 
Man; mountain paths converge at 
Agordo. The most frequented are 
those leading to Primiero, either by the 
quicksilver mine in Val Imperina, or 
the shorter way by Gosaldo (} 69, Rte. 
K). In the opposite direction, or ENE., 
two passes (noticed in Rte. O) lead to 
Forno di Zoldo. Through the Val di 
San Lucano is the way to Gares men- 
tioned above, and the circuitous but 
highly interesting way to Primiero by 
Val di Canals (j 69, Rte. X). The vege- 
tation of the valley about Agendo ia 
very singular. Under the shade of the 
surrounding crags many Alpine specie* 
descend info the valley, and flourish on 
the same level with the peach-tree, 
chestnut, and even the vine. The draw- 
back on the attractions of Agordo is the. 
neighbourhood of the mines in the ad- 
joining Val Imperina. The copper-mine, 
a government establishment, has been 
long in operation, and a few Tears ago 
produced about ZOO tons of copper yeari;. 
Farther from Agordo, in the same Tal- 
ler, is the more important quicksilver- 
mine worked by a private company. The 
process adopted to obtain the mercury 
in the metallic state U said to b* ef- 
fective, and to spare the health of tile 
workmen. The fumes felt at Agordo 
when the wind blows from the S. are 
BidphureonsexliaUtioriB from the copper- 
mine, and have no relation to the quick ■ 
silver-mine. 

An omnibus plies between Bellnno 
and Agordo, starting from the formet 
city early in the morning, and returning 
in the afternoon. After passing clow 
to the copper-mine, and below a rock 
which retains the name Caatello di 
Agordo, although the castle has utterly 
disappeared, the road eaters a defile ot 
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, the grandest character. It ia narrower, 
i wilder, and more savage than the defile 
. of the Brents, described in § 69, Rte. A, 
but wanting in the contrasts that make 
that so imposing an entrance into Italy. 
As that is called Canal di Brenta, so 
this retains the Venetian denomination, 
Canal di Jgordo. Sear a roadside inn, 
called La Stanga, the traveller passes a 
lateral cleft, which ia all that is seen of 
the opening of Vol di Piero. As tor 
back ae local memory went, the torrent 
that descends through the cleft had left 
no room for human foot, and it was not 
till 1883 that the accidental fall of large 
quantities of sand and gravel, during a 
fit of wet weather, opened a way into it. 
It was found to be possible to penetrate 
a considerable distance through the 
cleft, so narrow that in places the sky 
is completely loat to view, and finally to 
reach a fine waterfall, in an extremely 

e'etnresque spot— an Oread's bath, never 
fore profaned by human presence. 
Floods in tin stream interrupted the 
access to this (lingular spot, bat it is 
believed that by means of planks it is 
now made permanently accessible. In- 
quiry should be made at the inu at Ia 
Stanga, or from the official authorities 
in Agordo. The defile cornea abruptly 
to an end in a very wild spot, near a 
large road-side inn called El Pertm 
(1,311'). The road now passes close to 
the site of one of the most formidable 
bergfalls of which the traces are pre- 
served in the Alps. At some period, 
not extremely remote, the Coidevole 
flowed SW. from the opening of the 
defile to join the Mil torrent, which de- 
scends from NBW., until an enormous 
mass of mountain was detached from the 
Spizzo di Vedana that rises between the 
two streams. The ruins cover a space 
nearly 4 m. long by 3 m. wide. The 
Coidevole was driven to make a circuit 
to the E., and the Mis towards the W., 
and they now meet at the S. end of the 
'n called Cwnia, spoken " 



of Vedana. A small lake i 

short way below 
have hitherto confined the channel of 
the Cordevole subside towards the broad 
open vuUey of the Piave. The road to 
Belluno quits the CordevolB, which joins 
the Piave half-way between that town 
and Feltre, and goes over a tract of un- 
dulating tertiary hills, till it joins the 
road from Feltre close to 

Belluno (1,266'), a pieturasqne city, 
with nearly 12,000 inhabitants. It has 
numerous inns, of which the best are 
Due Torri (very fair), and Leone d' Ore. 
The cathedral by Palladio has a earn- 
panile, which commands a very fin* 
view of the surrounding country. The 
broad trough of the Pieve valley is over- 
laid by a tertiary sandstone, through 
which the Piave and its tributaries have 
cut deep channels. The height given 
above is that of the floor of die cathe- 
dral, butatits ordinary level the river is 
lower by 17B ft. The valley of the 
Piave is further noticed in the next 



district branch, of 
the Italian Alpine Clnb has been opened 
at Agendo ; and mountaineers planning 
excursions in the neighbourhood may 
count on a courteous reception, and en 
receiving any available information. 
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wide bed of the Corderole, in which ar» 
seen rolled blocks of porphyry and other 
igneous rocks, brought down from the 
mountains that surround tie sources of 
the stream. The valley loses something 
of its breadth in approaching Bdinne. 
(Sea last lite.) 

In the space between that city 
and Capo di Fonts, the most con- 
spicuous object is tho Mtmie Sent 
(6,068'). The summit, rising WNW. of 
the latter village, commands an ex- 
tremely interesting view, as, in addition 
to most of the higher peaks of the Co- 
dors Alps, it Overlooks the finest part of 
the valley of the Piave, as well as the 
ancient channel of that river between 
Capo di Ponte and Serravslle. The 
blue lake of Saute Croce, and in the far 
distance the lagoons of Venice and the 
Adriatic, complete the panorama. The 
view from Monte Cavallo (j 63, Ete. I) 
includes a larger portion of the coast 
and of the low country ; but the moun- 
tain view is inferior to this. The as- 
cent of Monte Serva is best made from 
the glen of the Ardo, which torrent joins 
the Piave at Belluno. An active walker 
may take the summit on the waj to 
Longarone, descending to rejoin the road 
about 2 m. N. of Capo di Ponte ; but 
the ascent is more laborious than might 
be expected by a mountaineer who for- 

Efta that his starting-point is a low and 
ot valley. The road from Capo di 
Ponte to Tai di Cadore is described in 
Rte. A. Above Longarone the botanist 
will observe Spir&a decwmient, fre- 
quently occurring on rocks by the road- 
side. It is confined to the upper valley 
of the Piave, and the adjacent, valleys of 
Friuli. At Tai di Cadore the high-road 
to Cortina turns sharply to the!., while 
a short piece of road to the rt. leads to 
Pieve di Cadore (2,907'), a picturesque 
little town with a fair country inn (kept 
by Toscani ?), chesper and quieter than 
that at Tai. It stands oh a sort of 
saddle connecting the W. side of the 
valley with a bold projecting rock that 
stands nut as a promontory above the 
deep gorge of the Piave. This was 
crowned by an ancient castle, long held 



Within the last few years the road 
through the valley of the Piave, which 
was not practicable for carriages over 
the pass connecting the head of that 
valley with Friuli, has been completed 
to Forno Avoltri, the highest village 
on the northern branch of the Taglia- 
menU). This ia in itself a very inte- 
resting route, and it affords an easy way 
of connecting a tour in the Cadore Alps 
with a visit to the upper valleys of the 
Tagliameato. Very fair accommoda- 
tion is found at San Stefano, and at 
Sappada. 

The lower part of the valley of the 
Rave was, noticed in g 59, Bte. C, in 
describing the road from Bassano to 
Feltre. The latter town stands on a 
terrace some 300 ft. above the Piave, 
and 2 or 3 m. distance from the 
river. Thence to Capo di Ponte, above 
Eelluno, the valley is a broad trough 
gently sloping between mountains, 
whose undulating floor is covered by 
sandy deposits of tertiaryage. "Without 
pretensions to grandeur, for only at in- 
tervals are the higher peaks of the 
Cadore Alps in view, the scenery is 
extremely pleasing. Many of the large 
villas belonging to thp proprietors are 
surrounded by meadow land, with scat- 
tered plantations, more resembling Eng- 
lish parts than anything commonly scan 
in the S. of Europe. There is a road 
by the L bank of the Piave, by Lentiai 
and Mel, which probably commands fine 
-views of the high mountains NW.of the 
valley; bnttfce post-road keeps near the 
base of the hills.us natty at a considerable 
distance from the rt. bank of the river. 
Bather more th»u half-way from Feltre 
a Jong bridge at Brlhami crosses the 
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by the Venetians to protect this en- 
trance into their territory till it was 
blown up by the French in 17S6. 

The name of the little town haa been 
made known afar as the birthplace of 
Titian— Tisiano Vecellio. One (the 
last?) of the great painter's collateral 
descendants— Alcseandro Vecellio, died 
here within the last few years. The 
paternal home of the painter (an ordi- 
nary village house) ia marked by an 
inscription ; and a large figure of him, 
some 11 ft in height, is painted on a 
campanile adjacent to the prctwa, or 
court-house. The great man did not 
leave much evidence of his gcnina in 






Ther. 

rated t 



formerly in Casa Jaeobi, now in tha 
church, was probably in part executed by 
the master. The other, known as the 
* Gonova ' picture, has been so much re- 
touched or repainted, that it is hard to 
decide on its claims. ■ 

The traveller who may halt here 
should not lose the view from the 
castle rock, and should make a some- 
what longer stroll along the ridge of 
Monte Zuceo (Ete. A). From the far- 
tiler end of the ridge there ia a striking 
view into the gorge of the Boita, and 
the Pelmo is seen in full grandeur a 
little N. of W. A rather longer walk, 
recommended by Messrs. Gilbert and 
Churchill, is the ascent of a poiot NW. 
of Tai, marked by a little chapel of San 
Dionigi. 3 hrs. are required for the 
ascent. The Forcella Ficcola, leading 
to San Vito, is described in Rtc. F. 

Horses and vehicles are more often to 
be had at Pieve di Cadore than at Tai, 
as necessary to send to 



a still n 



the Have it 
traveller passes tl 
ceasive lateral glen . 
the promise of scenes still more wild 
and striking. The first considerable 
village, towards which the road descends 
from La Pieve, is Domegge, between 3 
and 4 m. distant. There are here pic- 
tures of doubtful authenticity, attri- 
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buted to Titian, in the chapels of San 
Barnaba and San Roeco. The road 
now passes along the E. end of the 
range of the Marmarolo, which deserves 
to rank among the dolomite giants. 
The summits of some of the extra- 
ordinary towers of rock that form the 
range are seen from Pieve di Cadore, 
' from other spots on the road, but 
appreciate the grandeur of the 
group, the traveller must visit the Au- 
■onzo valley (Ete. E). After passing 
•j)ieo (2.482'), with an ion kept by an 
Lpothecary, the road begins to ascend 
more steadily towards the opening of 
that beautiful valley, wherein the dome 
of the new church of Auronzo is seen 
r a moment. The skill of the engineer 
shown at tie TrePonli (2,401'), erected 
j the junction of the Piave of the 
Anriei from the Auronzo valley. Arches 
thrown BO ft. above the three streams are 
made to abut upon a single central pier, 
thus allowing communication with ei- 
ther bank of either stream. Above the 
junction the Monte Cornon, towering 
over the 1. bank of the Piave, becomes 
the dominant object in the valley. The 
scenery is as wild as the mountaineer 
can desire, but tha defile opens out be- 
fore reaching 

Son Stefano (3,127'), the chief place 
in the uppermost branch of the valley, 
which forms the district of Comdico. 
The inn (Aquila d' Oro?) is very good 
for so remote a place. A good guide, 
by name Felice Fomare, formerly lived 
near the village. He knows the conn- 
try well, and could tell many curious 
tales of bears, who appear to be more 
common here than in any other part 
of the Alps. On the Alpine pastures 
the traveller may often hear a boy 
sounding a horn, intended to Warn off 

San Stefano the valley forks. 
Hitherto the prevailing direction has 
varied between NNE. and NE. Hence- 
forward the traveller mounts about 
due E. towards the head of the main 
valley; while the Padola torrent de- 
scends from NNW. through an equally 
considerable branch. That way run* 
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the road to Innichen, noticed in lit 
H. 

Above San Stafano the valley has 
pastoral sir, and the eye, almost h 
tigued by the stern grandeur of grey 
precipices, rests with pleasure on the 
green meadows and deciduous trees o: 
Comelico. Passing the opening of Vol 
VUdtnde, a beautiful glen that in one 
directioD runs up to the peak of Monte 
Parolba (f 62, Rte. D), and lea " 
ward by another branch to the upper 
end of the Gailthal, the new rood 
ascends to Sappada, known to its Ger- 
man inhabitants as Plan, and 
called Grandvilia. It includes two 
principal groups of houses, of -which 
the farther, on a level with the top of 
the pass, is locally known as ditto. 
The commune is inhabited by a Ger- 
man colony th.it appears at some re- 
mote period to have migrated from 
the Pusterthal. There is a fair coun- 
try inn, and the position is agree- 
able, and may serve as centra for seve- 
ral excursions. A little below the 
largest hamlet (4,026 ft. above the sea), 
a glen opens to Sff. that runs up 
towards the Term Grande (8,*7*'). On 
the opposite or N. side of the valley " 
the Monte EinaMv, but at Ctma (about 
li to- above the chief village) a short 
glen opens to the S. and leads straight 
up to the noble peak of Monte Paralba, 
further noticed in % 62, Etc. D. It 
is not directly accessible from the 3. 
side. A short but rather steep descent 
leads from Cims to Forno Avoitri 
(S.iiV), the highest village on the 
Degano, or N. branch of the Taglio- 
manto. Standing in the immediate 
neighbourhood of magnificent scenery, 
this place might be much resorted to 
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That found by 
was dirty and disagreeable, but subse- 
quent travellers have given a rather 
more favourable report of the Cavallo 
Bianco. Maize grows luxuriantly about 
Forno Avoitri, while no grain but oats 
seems to grow round Sappada. The 
valley of the Decano, or Canal di 
florto, is described in the next g. 



The exquisitely beautiful valley of 
Auronso lies in the direct way for 
a traveller approaching Cortina from 
the head of the valley of the Piave ; but 
it has such powerful attractions, and is 
so easy of access, that no traveller will 
regret making the slight detour neces- 
sary to reach Cortina this way from the 
high-road at Tai di Cadore, the excur- 
sion being easily completed in a single 
day. Many travellers, besides the pre- 
sent writer, have experienced the diffi- 
culty of avoiding the uso of superlativea 
in describing this region ; but it is not 
too much to say, with the images of 
many other glorious scenes present to 
his memory, that be seeks in vain for 
any valley offering more exquisite com- 
binations of the grand, the beautiful, 
and the fantastic, than are here found 
in favourable weather. A good road for 
light vehicles is carried up the valley for 
a distance of 9 m. above the village of 
Anronzo ; and though rough is practi- 
cable all the way to Cortina. The 
ller who would become thoroughly 
linted with the valley will also 
the Forcella Grande, even if he be 
not tempted to undertake the difficult 
itoftheSorapis. 
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StartingfromSanStefs.no in a carriage, 
it is necessary to descend the vail,.}- of Uil 
Piave for a distance of 5 or 6 m. to teach 
the opening of the Auronzo valley, and 
then to ascend la the village, neatly 4 m, 
from the Tre Pon ti, mentioned in the last 
Rte. The pedestrian with a local gnidi. 
crossing a low bill, may in 2 hra. from 
San Stefano reach 

Aurtmzo. It includes two separati 
Tillages, of which the lower, called Villa 
Piooola (2,911'), haa a large new church. 
Farther on is Villa Grande. The 
accounts of the accommodation hers are 
discordant, but there are now at leant 
two very fair inns. The belt is that of 
Pampenini, half-way between the two 
Tillages. Another, kept byBeppe Bom- 
basei, at the Villa Grande, is clean, and 
gives tolerable food. Piero Orsolina, a 
famous chamois-hunter, is the best 
guide here ; he knows well most of the 
Cortina country. The great variety of 
scenery enjoyed by a traveller passing 
through the valley of Auronzo arises in 
great part from the sinuous course pur- 
sued by the stream. The head of the 
main valley is bounded by the low Tre 
Croci Pass, noticed in lite. S, lying 
between the masses of the Croda Mal- 
cora and the Cristallo. On the 3. side 
of the valley, divided from the Malcora 
by the Forceila Grande, and extending 
to the slopes above Anronno, is the range 
of the JUarmatolo. This probably ex- 
ceeds the limit of 1 0,000ft., but falls short 
of the height of the chief peaks of this 
district. InOet.l867theCav.Somano, 
with Giuseppe Toffoli of Calalzo as' 
guide, reached one of the higher sum- 
mits, but the highest was not attained 
until 1872, by Messrs. Utterson, Kelso, 
, and Trneman, with Santo Siorpaes and 
Luigi Orsolina of Auronzo. The moun- 
tain shows, from whatever side it is 
viewed, a group of high towers and 
pinnacles, and many small patches of 
glacier hang from the rifts that separate 
them. The western end of the Mar- 
marolo range, nearest to the Forceila 
Grande, is locally called Meduze. The 
mass of mountains lying N. and W. of 
Auronzo is still imperfectly known and 



very ill laid down on maps; but much 
information as to the passes leading 
that way to Seit on will be found in Rte, 
H, in which it will be seen that the 
mountaineer has achoiceamong several 
Very grand routes to Landro as well as 
to Seiten. Besides those there mentioned 
should be noted a pass which Mr. 
BoUmftnn has named Forcetladi Marion 
leading from the head of Val Marson u> 
that of Val Bitnbianco by the S. side 
of the peaks of the Drei Zinncn. 

A very fine view of all the mountains 
enclosing the valley, besides several of 
the more western peaks, is gained from 
a rather steep grassy ridge (Monte Me- 
loneF) rising W. of the Tillage, which 
may he considered a NE. spur of the 
Marmarolo. The scenery of the lower 
part of the valley of Auronzo is far less 
striking than at the upper end, but 
beautiful throughout. The peculiarity 
of the valley is the contrast of charming 
park scenery — open spaces of green 
smooth sward, and msases of noble pine- 
tress — with the shattered pale grey 
peaks that rise on every side. The 
general direction, in ascending the 
valley, is at first about WW. ; it then 
bends to 8W„ winding back to NW., 
after rounding the base of a projecting 
— mmit called Campoduro. Only two 
three small clusters of houses are seen 
the way. The road keeps to the 1. bank 
the Anxiei, but at a bridge about 
half-way up the valley the pedestrian 
seeking shade may with advantage 
cross to the It. bank, and follow a 
pleasant path through the forest. In 
fully i hrs. from the Villa Grande the 
traveller reaches the lonely forester's 
house in Vol Baona, as the upper end 
of the Auronzo valley is locally called. 
From an open green space of meagre 
sheep-pasture the traveller obtains a 
view which, under moderately favoura- 
ble conditions, leaves an ineffaceable 
impression. Nearly due &., through 
dense pine-forest, ties the way to the 
Forceila Grande (see below), while to 
SW. the eye penetrates through Val 

in.thB 
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peaks of the Sorapis and Foppa di 
Madiia. Above a first high barrier, 
down which hangs s slender waterfall, 
the rocks rise, seamed with transverse 
bends of ice, till -they become one vast 
mass of shattered wall. Even an expe- 
rienced mountaineer may doubt whether 
there be any other outlet to this rock- 
prison. Itis a cirque, leescompleteand 
Tegular in form than that of Gavarnie, 
but even surpassing the latter in the 
grandeur of the rock-scenery. The 
passes connecting the head of Val 
Sorapis with Ampprao are fit only for 
practised cragsmen, but an excursion to 
the lake, which lies concealed behind the 
first high step of rock, is easily made in 
lj hr. from the forester's house. The 
owner, named Bastian, is thoroughly 
acquainted with the surrounding forests, 
through which a stranger cannot easily 
find his way. 

His house (4,657 ft. above the sea) 
is a convenient starting-point for se- 
veral Alpine expeditions, and he re- 
ceives strangers hospitably; but the re- 
sources of tie place are verv limited, often 
failing even in milk, and the house is at 
night sometimes unpleasantly crowded 
by country people. Soon after passing 
Bastian's house the view of the Val 
Sorapis is shut out by one of the spurs 
from the X. end of the Malcora mass 
which Dr. Qrohmann has called the 
Cesta ridge. To the rt, however, the 
crags of Monte Cristallo rise very 
grandly, and the interest of the walk is 
renewed when the traveller gains the 
summit of the Tre Croci Pom (5,970'), 
and looks out westward over the green 
basin of Ampezzo, guarded by the To- 
fana and many another rugged peak. 
The distance from Bastian's house to 
Cortina is about 2£ lire.' steady walking. 
The track though rough and steep is 
passable for light vehicles, bnt there 
are One or two places where a stranger 
might confound the woodcutters' roads 
through the forest with the true way to 
Cortina. The descent from the Tre 
Croci to Cortina is perfectly easy, and 
it is impossible to miss the way. 

A traveller who has made the excur- 



sion from the forester's bouse to the 
Logo Sorapis need not n.turn thither if 
bound for Cortina. There is a path by 
the Alpe di Malcora, and by a little 
stream called Potamei, that rejoins the 
ordinary track over the Tre Croci on 
the £. side, at no great distance below 
the summit. 

The ForceUa Grande. Reference has 
been already made to the Forcella 
(Irande, the depression which divides 
the Mannarolo range from the Croda 
Malcora. By that way the traveller 
may reach lie Ampezzo road at Son 
Vito or Chianijzzo, choosing the latter 
if he be bound for Cortina. The scenery 
is wild and strange, rather than beauti- 
ful, and there is no distant view until 
he has descended some way on the E. 
side. From the forester's hut, men- 
tioned above, the way lies through 
dense forest, and then up very steep 
slopes, in great part covered with 
JrummAoie, on the rt., or Mannarolo 
side of the torrent. A good local guide 
is here necessary; there is only a faintly 
marked path, which quite disappears at 
intervale. On attaining the upper end 
of this long and dark ravine, locally 
called ValU di San Vito, the practised 



may send back his guide. 
The highest point of the Forcella Grande 
(7,536') is shut in on either side between 
great rock-walls. A steep but not dif- 
ficult couloir filled with fine debris 
leads rapidly down to a ridge that 
projects somewhat from the main mass 
towards the Ampezzo road. Thiaridge, 
called Col del Frato di Mason, com- 
mands an extremely fine view over the 
valley of the Boita, and its colossal 
guardian peaks. A track by the 1. aide 
of the ridge leads to San Vito (Kte. A), 
but those bound for Cortina keep to the * 
It, and reach the road at Chiajnuto. 
On the way to Cortina is a spring of 
cold water, well known as Acqua Buona, 
which always tempts the mountaineer 
to an agreeable bait. This pass is best 
fitted for a traveller who wishes to 
make the circuit of the Croda Malcora 
from Cortina, a fine day's WAlk. Ha 
should start early, and endeavour to 
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•Mure beforehand the 
Bastion the forester to guide hiui as far 
as the summit of the Forcella Grande. 
The distances may be reckoned — Cortina 
to Bastian's house, 2i hre.; thence to 
Forcella Grande, nearly i hrs. ; descent 
to Col di Prato da Mason, J hr. ; 
thence to Cortina, 2j hrs.; in all rather 
more than 9 hrs. 

By the Oroda Malcora. Ascent of 
the SorapU. The writer has in this 
district very generally followed Ihe 
authority of Dr. Grohmann, who has 
been its most persevering and successful 
explorer, but he is unable to abandon 
the generally-adopted name Oroda Mai- 
cora, as the collective designation of 
that vast mass of crag that rises on the 
E. side of the valley of the Boita below 
Cortina. He willingly adopts the 
s Sorapis and Foppa di Mathia 









which tl 



is first reached in 1 864 by Dr. 
Grohmann with two Ampesso guides 
(F. Lacedelli and Angelo Dimaj) after 
two exploring excursions, and two pre- 
vious unsuccessful attempts to reach 
the top. Those who wish for full in- 
formation are referred to the Jahrbuch 
of the Austrian Alpine Club for 1865. 
In the course of his explorations, Dr. 
Grohmann traversed two singular passes 
across the ridge of the Malcora connect- 
ing Val Sorapis with the Ampezzo road. 
Such passages in the most hopeless- 
looking spots are found from time to 
time by chamois-hunters; but the most 
experienced mountaineer has little 
chance of hitting upon them without a 
guide. 

The principal part of the Croda Mal- 
cora consists in the long ridge of preci- 
piceextending from the Foreella Grande 
towards Cortina, and culminating in the 
Foppa di Mathia (10,763'). From that 
peak a shorter but higher ridge diverges 
toNE. It includes the Scrapie (10 J6V) 
— the highest peak of the entire mass — 
and tails away in a descending aeries of 
pinnacles and towers towards the valley 
of Auronzo. In the angle between these 
two ranges lies Val Sorapis, and through 
that wild glen the traveller will ap- 
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prosch the heart of the mountain. Start. 
ing from Cortina, the traveller reaches 
the Logo Sorapis (6,334') in about 3J 
hrs., by the Alpe di Malcora (see above), 
or fully i hrs. if he should make the 
detour by Bastian's house. Nothingcan 
be wilder than the lake and its sur- 
roundings, and the gnarled trunks of 
the creeping pine (kriunmholt) scarcely 
relieve the sternness of the scene. Near 
at hand is a cave, in the local dialect 
landro, with a spring of fresh water, 
which gives lodging to a herdsman for 
a tew weeks in summer. Above the 
lake a second step in the ascent has to 
be surmounted, a small glacier is passed, 
and the head of the glen is a hollow 
called IEondi. Here the traveller has 
his 1. hand the walls of rock that run 
up to the two highest peaks and the ridge 
connecting them. To the rt. is the steep 
' e leading to the S elletta Pass, while 
ight forward a steep ascent leads to' 
the pass known to a few chamois- 
L — ' ra as 3ora la Cengia del Banco 
I'). It lies to the 1. of the lowest 
in the ridge connecting the Foppa, 
this with the Cima Kegra. Here 
the traveller stands on the crest of that 
formidable range of precipices that over- 
looks the valley of the Boita, and mar- 
vels how the descent is to be effected, 
He follows for some 100 yards a hori- 
zontal ledge along the face of the Foppa 
di Mathia, and then reaches a point 
where the rocks become comparatively 
easy, and give good hold for feet and 
hands. Lower down short zigzag slopes 
of debris render the way still easier, 
and the high-road is reached about 1} 
m. below the Aequa Buooa. An active 
walker will reach the summit of the 
pass in leas than 2 hrs. from the lake, 
and may descend to Cortina in 3 hrs. ; of 
course excluding halts. There is a more 
direct, hnt scarcely so interesting a way; 
from I Fondi at the head of Val So- 
rapis, to Cortina, by the Sdlttta Poet 
(8,667'). This is a slight depression 
that separates the northern end of the 
Malcora range (called by Dr. Groh- 
mann, Cesta range) from the main mass. 
The summit is reached in about 1 hr, of 
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steep, but not difficult, ascent from I 
Fbndi (2ihrs. from Logo Sorapis). The 
descent Lea in part through a steep 
ratine called Valialoris, that fills some 
way towards the Doits, and then comes 
to an abrupt end. To the rt. are the 
pastures of Monti Casadio, whence ■ 
broad easy track leads to join the 
ordinary way from tha Tre Cruci to 
Cortina. 

The ascent of the Sorapia (10,708') 
appears to he the most difficult of those 
hitherto accomplished in this district, 
as is shown by the fact that so practised 
a mountaineer as Dr. Orohmann em- 
ployed 7\ hra. in reaching the summit 
from I Fondi. A stiff scramble leads 
thence to a sort of shelf on the face of 
the Foppa, called by Dr. Orohmann Pian 
della Foppa. Still steeper was the climb 
from that point to the topmost ridge. 
Much time was consumed is following 
this ridge, which seems to have been the 
most difficult part of the expedition. In 
returning. Dr. Orohmann and his guides 
effected, though with difficulty, the de- 
scent on the opposite side of the highest 
ridge through an eieessively steep rocky 
ravine, called by him Sorapiskar. This 
opens on the Auronzo side of the pass 
of the Foreella Grande ; and Dr. Groh- 
mann draws the just conclusion that 
future ascents should be attempted from 
San Vita rather than from Cortina, which 
is too distant, and involves a circuitous 
ronta. The only alternative is to pass 
the night in the cavern near the Lago 
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The Foreella Piecola, a much deeper 
and wider depression than tha Foreella 
Grande, described in the last Ete., di- 
vides the rsnge of the Harmarolo from 
the Antelao, which, though the fact is 
not yet positively ascertained, is most 
probably the highest of the Cadore .Alps. 



like the Marmolata, this affects a form 
not common among the dolomite peaks, 
the declivity on the N. and HE. aides 
being that of a moderately steep house- 
roof. This allows of the accumulation 
of sufficient snow to form a rather ex- 
tensive glacier, and makes the asoent, 
save at one point near the top, easier 
than that of any of its lofty neigh bourn. 
An active mountaineer may combine 
the ascent with the pass of the Foreella 
Viecola in one long day. This is an easy 
and somewhat frequented pass, as it 
much shortens the way from San Vita 
to Domegge and Cuklzo, and Offers to 
agreeable and inte- 
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mit of the Foreella is reached from Sen 
Vito. It does not appear to have been 
measured, but cannot, in the writer's 
opinion, much surpass 0,000 ft. The 
most conspicuous and striking object in 
the view is the Peltno, which shows 
grandly. The ridge of the Antelao close 
at hand on the rt. ia also well seen. 
The pass is broad, and nearly levtl for 
some way, and then the track begins to 
slope rapidly towards Vol Otm. It lies 
for a considerable distance in a couloir 
or channel wherein water runs in rainy 
weather, while in the hot season it is 
unpleasantly exposed to the unshaded 
force of the sun. When possible, it is 
best to pass this way in the afternoon, 
when the son begins to sink behind the 
mass of the Antelao. In 3 hra. from 
the top the traveller reaches the thriving 
village of Calalio (2,88*'), near the open- 
ing of Val Oten, but some way above 
the road from Piere di Cadore to Do- 
megge. It is necessary to descend some 
S00 ft. to the road, and remount at least 
twice that height, in order to reach the 
former place, for which see Eta, D. 

The first ascent of the highest peak 
of the Antelao was made by Dr. Groh- 
mann in 1863, and the next by the lata 
Lord F. Douglas and Mr. F. L. Latham 
in 1864. Both were accompanied by 
Matteo Osui of Besinego, of whom thi 
English travellers gave a good account 
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Dr. Grohmann reports lens favourably 
of his qualifications, and found his de- 
mands unreasonable. 

On reaching the summit of the For- 
tella Piccola, the NW. ridge of the 
Antelao is seen 10 descend towards the 
pass, but is separated from it by a deep 
hollow that runs into the muss of the 
mountain, and is eneloaed bj steep walla 
of rook. To gain the ridge it is best to 
follow the 1. hand side of this hollow 
for about half its length, and thus reach 
a point whence the rocky wall is dim bed 
without difficulty, and die traveller seta 
foot on the ridge, which is long, but 
of moderate steepness and quite easy. 
Late in the summer it is not necessary 
to touch the snow-slopes, which, as seen 
from Cortina, partially eoTer this side of 
the peak. On reaching the summit of 
this long ascent, the traveller is con- 
fronted by a pinnacle or horn of rock, 
the highest summit of the mountain, 
which rises with formidable steepness 
to a height of 200 or 300 ft. This had 
always passed for inaccessible until one 
of Dr. Grohmann's companions, a man 
from Cortina, detected a cleft by which 
the ascent is effected without real diffi- 
culty, except at one point, where a tea- 
Teller not used to steep rock-climbing 
should adopt the rope as a security. 
About 1 1 bis., exclusive of halts, should 
be allowed for going and returning 
from SanVito, and 13 hrs., if the peak 
be climbed on the way from that place 
(o Pi eve di Cadore. 



is the best starting- 
point for the ascent of the Antelao and 
the Sorapis, and also for the passes of 
the Forcella Grande and Forcella Pic- 
cola. From the same placa it is alao 
possible to ascend the Pelmo, or to pass 
round the base of that mountain in 
order to visit a retired but beautiful 



. valley which remains to be noticed. 
' This is Val di Zoldo, which originates 
between the peaks of the Pelmo and 
Civetta, and descends between lie 
nearly parallel valleys of the Boits and 
Gordevole to join the Piave at Louga- 
rone. Another track, noticed below, 
goes from San Vito by the S. side of 
the Pelmo, and leads directly to Caprile, 
or, by a circuitous but beautiful way, to 
the head of Val di Zoldo. 

It is obvious that San Tito is des- 
tined to be a favourite resort of tourists 
whenever this district shall be mors 
fully known, and when adequate accom- 
modation shall be provided there. Sea 
Bte. A. 

The most direct way from San Tito 
to Vol di Zoldo is to follow the port- 
road as far as Sores, and there cross the 
Boita, and ascend Over undulating, 
hilly, partially wooded country to the 
rounded ridge that forms the E. bound- 
ary of a branch of Val di Zoldo, ill 
which stands the village of 

Zappi (4,B60'). Admirable views of 
the near mass of the Pelmo and of the 
Antelao, here Been to the best advan- 
tage, are gained in the course of this 
pleasant walk. The traveller approach- 
ing Zoppe from Pieve di Cadore should 
leave the high-road at Todo, instead of 
Borca, but it is there necessary to de- 
scend about 400 it, to reach the bridge 
over the Boita. 

The summit of the ridge is easily 
reached in less than 2 hrs. from Borca, 
and in rather less time from Vodo. 
The parish -priest of Zoppe was an active 
chamois-hunter, and is said to havs dis- 
covered one of the possible routes for the 
ascent of the Pelmo. Itianot, however, 
necessary to take Zoppi on the way ; 
and in following the path from Todo, 
which crosses the summit of the ridge 
at s place called La Chumdcladn 
(S,237'), that viBage lies considerably 
to the rt. of the direct course. This 
foEows the stream down the Zoppe 
brunch of the valley, and in less than 
2 hrs. from the summit reaches its 
junction with the Mae, which is the 

' torrent of Tal di Zoldo. A fa* 



in the 

Form di Zoldo (2,854'),' the chief 
village, with comfortable quarters in 
Cerccna's inn. As the name indicates, 
there are tbrges here, and the occupa- 
tion of a large part of the population is 
making nails, which are sent on mule- 
back to the high-road at Loupnrone. 
The scenery of both branches of Val di 
Zoldo is extremely fine. The Pelmo 
towers grandly over Zoppe, which lies 
close to its base, while the Civotta ia 
the presiding geniusof the main branch 
above Forno. 

There is away, shorter in distance, 
though not in time, than that by Vodo, 
from Pieve di Cadore to F.irao di Zoldo. 
Quitting the high-road at Valle, a ham- 
let standing little mora than a mile W- 
of Tai di Cadore, a track descends 
about 400 ft. into the deep gorge of ths 
Buita, where a bridge is thrown across 
the stream at a height of 193 ft. above 
its bed, and 3,824 ft above the sea. 
A rather steep ascent leads thence to 
Ctbiana (3,408'), and then the track 
winds somewhat S. of W. through the 
hills till it reaches the summit of the 
dividing ridge (called Cima Copada ?), 
0,101 ft. above the sea. In the descent 
the most conspicuous object is the 
Monte Pramper, dividing the valleys of 
Zoldo and Agordo. 

Of two passes leading from Forno to 
the Cordevole the writer has little in- 
formation. The easier of these is ap- 
proached from Dont (3,126'), a village 
where a lead-mine was formerly worked, 
a short distance above Forno. It stands 
by the junction with the- Mae of a tor- 
rent from a tributary glen called Val 
Duram. Along the N. side of this glen 
a track mounts nearly due W. to San 
Titiano di Goima (4,177')- At the 
latter village the track turns SSW., de- 
scends to cross the Duram torrent, and 
then mounts to the Duram Past (8, 366'). 
The descent to Agordo lies through the 
Dugonthal. 

The other pass, probably more inte- 
resting to the mountaineer, lies between 
the Monte Pramper and Cima Vescova, 
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and is known as Passo Pramper (7.S58'). 
The valley of the Cordevole is reached 
about 1 m. below Agordo. From both 
these passes, but especially the latter, 
there should be very floe views of the 
great dolomite range of Primiero. 

Below the junction of its two prin- 
cipal branches Val di Zoldo is con- 
tracted to a narrow gorge, and for a 
distance of nearly 10 m. intervening 
between Forno and Longarone there is 
no space for a village or hamlet, a 



course from San Vito, without 
the very slight detour to Forno, he will 
easily accomplish the entire distance 

A longer, but, on the whole, a mors 
interesting way from San Vito to Val di 
Zoldo passes round the N. side of the 
Pelmo, by the pass called Foreella Fo- 
rada (6,896'), over the ridge connecting 
the Pelmo with the Rocchetia (7,793') 
—a minor peak laid down on all maps, 
while its much higher neighbours the 
Punta di Formin and Becco di Memodl 
are omitted. The Foreella Forada 
offers a direct way from San Vito to 
Caprile, a walk of about 5 \ hrs. The 
descent is through Val Fiorentina, by 
the hamlet of Pescul (4,764'), where 
there is a rough inn, not worse than 
that of Selva, which must also be passed 
on the way to Caprile. (See Ele. C.) 
From Pescul, or from a point above 
that place in descending from the For- 
eella Forada, the traveller bound for 
Val di Zoldo turns off southward over 
the low ridge of Monte Grotto, which 
divides the head of Val Fiorentina from 
that of Zoldo. The first hamlet is 
Peool, with a rough but bearable inn. 
The landlord's son is a good moun- 
taineer, and would probably make a 
serviceable guide. The next hamlet is 
Mareison (4,485'), to which soon follows 
San Xioolo, where the traveller finds with 
surprise a clean and comfortable inn in 
a spot very rarely visited by strangera. 
It in an easy walk of 1} hr. hence to 



ROOTS 0. — M 

Forno. The valley must b« populous, 
as numerous hamlets occur at ihort in- 

San Siculo has man; inducements 
for the mountaineer, being very finely 
situated, and within convenient distance 
for the ascent of two of the groat moun- 
tains of this region— the Pelmo and the 
Civetto. From this side the formep 
appears by far the more remarkable 
mountain, and the ascent is most con- 
veniently made from hence. 

Monta Prime (10,377' ?), from what- 
ever side it bo Been, but especially from 
the £. and S., shows as a gigantic for- 

not fretted into minarets and pinnacles, 
like most of its rivals, but merely de- 
fended by huge bastioned outworks, 
whose walls in many placea fall in sheer 
precipices more than 2,00!) ft. The 
likeness to masonry is much increased 
by the fact that, in great part, the 
Strata lie iu nearly horizontal courses, 
and hence it happens that many of the 
steepest faces of the mountain are tra- 
versed by ledges wide enough to give 
passage to chamois and to their pursuers. 
As chamois-hunting seems to be a fa- 
vourite pastime in Val di Zoldo, the 
hunters gradually become jvoll ac- 
quainted with the network of narrow 
ledges that cover the greater part of 
the mountain, and thus in time they 
have found out not merely one, but four 
different ways to reach the topmost 
plateau. Ah the most practised moun- 
taineer is net likely to hit upon any of 
these without a guide, if suffices to say 
that the two best routes are commenced 
from the S. side of the mountain, either 
from above San Nicolo, or from Zoppe. 
The writer ascended from Borca by 
the E. face of the mountain, with a 
chamois-hunter who professed to have 
discovered the course whiph they fol- 
lowed. At a comparatively low level, 
(less than 7,000 ft. ?) a ledge was gained 
which had to be followed horizontally 
along the face of the precipices that 
show so boldly on the side facing the 
Ampezro road. Three deep recesses 
wart rounded in succession. In two 
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edge had been broken away, 
found possible to clear the 
gap thus created. The most eccentric 
obstacle was encountered at a place 
where the overhanging rock came down 
so low as to leave a space of only about 
1 8 inches ; far too little to make it 
possible to creep on- hands and knew*. 
The guide, who had hitherto gone that, 
declared that the breaking away of a 
projection of rock that overhung tho 
precipice on the 1. hand, had made the 
passage impossible. Unwilling to be 
baulkoo, the writer contrived to crawl 
along the narrow ledge in reptile fashion, 
and was followed by his guide. Soon 
after a place was reached from which 
the Ascent to the topmuet plateau is 
merely a long and steep, but not diffi- 
cult, scramble. 
i In addition to the characteristic spe- 
cies of the Dolomite Alps, Valeriana 
i repent. Campanula Morettiaaa, and An- 
' drotace Hauxmanniana were gathered 
■' of the mountain. Whnt- 
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in biddable 
glacier lying on the broken plateau 
which is surrounded by the topmost 
ridges of the mountain. On a small 
rock-terraea above the upper end of the 
glacier, the writer was told that they 
had reached the top, and on his painting 
to the shattered ridge above, was as- 
sured by the guide that, this being all 
' croda morta ' — disaggregated rock 
loosened by weathering — the further 
ascent was entirely impracticable. It 
required some time and some caution 
to loosen with the Alpenstock consi- 
derable masses of rock, still hanging 
together, but detached by a slight 
effort, before the real topmost ridge 
was reached by the writer, without his 
guide. No token of a stone-man was 
seen, and it is not unlikely that the 
barometer observation recorded by 
Fucha was mads some way below the 
true summit. The height must be 
alrfiot the same as that of the Civetta, 
and can scarcely be 20O ft. below that 
of the Antelao. Melchior and Luigi 
Zugliunt of Selva, near Caprile, are re- 
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eimtnended as guides for the Pcltuo: 
but them must be several competent 
men in Val di Zoldo. 

Hone of the giants of thin region pro- 
duces a more imposing effect than does 
the Monti Ciaetta (10,440'?) from the 
neighbourhood of Caprile and Alleghe. 
The grand vail or rock, massive in its 
central and loftiest s.-ction, and flanked 
by a serrated ridge with many pinnacles 
and slender teeth, that descends towards 
NE„ is shown in the frontispiece of 
Messrs. Gilbert and Churchill's book. 
The first traveller to reach the summit 
was Mr. F. P. Tnekett, with Mslchior 
and Jakob Anderegg. Serious and un- 
avoidable risk from avalanches was in- 
curred by making the ascent so early aa 
the Slat Hay, and in the descent the 
party had a narrow escape from inevi- 
table destruction. Apart from this risk, 
which would not be incurred later in the 
year, Mr. Tuckett does not seem to con- 
sider the ascent as very difficult for a 
moderately practised cragsman. The 
Tiew from the highest point, whieh is nn 
the brink of the great wall overlooking 
Alleghe, is probably one of the most 
remarkable in this remarkable region of 
the Alps. The son of the innkeeper at 
Pecol informed Mr. Tnekett that, with 
one or two companions, he had twice 
reached the summit of the Civetta ; and 
as he satisfied that gentleman that he 
had attained a point above all the main 
difficulties of the ascent, there seems to 
be no reason to doubt his assertion. 

The easily accessible- summit NE. 
of the Civetta, and near to Pecol, is 
called Coldai, and by its N. side U an 
easy pass from Pecol to Alleghe and 
Caprile, locally called Pa.no tfAUeghe 
(8,103'), or quite as often AllegheCima. 
By that way, Alleghe, where there is only 
an 'osteria' of the poorestclass, is easily 
reached in 8 hrs. from Pecol. Between 
the Coldai and the Civetta is a small 
tarn ; and from the ridge close above it, 
overlooking Alleghe and its blue lake, 
' f is gained which is declared by 



3. § 61. CADOHt 

and the excursion involves no difficulty 
of any kind. Still easier of access is a- 
" ' N. of the Passo d'AUeghe, 



of several places in this ncij 
it may be observed that English tra- 
vellers get confused by forgetting that 
in South Tyrol and Venetia, Col doest 
not mean a pass, but does mean a hill 
or mountain. Thus the village in Val 
Fiorentina above Caprile is called Col 
di Santa Lucia, because, as seen from 
below, it appears to crown the summit 
of the ridge on which it stands. 



ihxicuen '. 

In the foregoing Rtes. it has been 
seen that nearly all the valleys of this 
district are tributaries of the P»ve. W» 
have now to notice one very fine valley, 
a tributary of the Pusterthal, whoeeeo- 
pions torrent, after descending WSW, 
to Innichen, joins the infant stream of 
the Drave, and flows eastward towards 
Carinthia, in a direction nearly exactly 
opposite to its previous course. This 
valley is the Sextenthal, noticed in J 61, 
Eta. A. A road, practicable for light 
country carriages, goes from Innichen 
through the valley, and over the low 
pass dividing it from the district of 
Cornell™ at the upper end of the valley 
of the Piave. The passes leading from 
Sexten to Auronzo he through scenery 
of the grandest character, and one of 
them at least ie not difficult. 

I, By the Kreutberg, or Monti Cruet 
Pais. About 7 hrs. in a light carriage, 
and fully 8 hrs. on foot. 

The opening of the Sextenthal is not 
seen from Innichen, being shut out by 
the low hill on which stood the Roman 
city of Agnntum ; but tile traveller fol- 
lowing the road into the valley, which 
passes round the W. base of the hill, 
soon comes in sight of the noble mass of 
rugged summits that bound it on tna 
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SW. side. Foremost among them is the I 
DrnachvaUrspiti (10,888*), which rises 
in the fork between the main valley and 
a western branch called InTurfdd, 
by which lies a choice between several 
rough but not difficult passes leading to 
Landro. Another fine pass called the 
Innicher Biedel connects the head of 
Innerfeld with that of the W, branch of 
the Altlasteiner Thai. The most promi- 
nent summit on the W. side of Inner- 
feld is the Mrkeakogd (9,520 / ). In a 
wood on the it. of the road, near the 
opening of the valley, is the Ittnichner 
Wiidbad (4,330'), with a rustic establish- 
ment frequented for the sake of three 
mineral springs, one of which is chaly- 
beate, the others saline. Farther on 
the pedestrian may slightly shorten his 
way by pleasant foot-paths. The lower 
part of the valley is finely wooded ; but 
as the road ascends the clearings are 
wider . and on reaching (in 1) hr. from 
Icnichen) the chief village of 

Sextnt (4,87*'), locally known as St 
Veit, the valley stretches npward in an 
open basin backed by a magnificent 
group of dolomite peaks. There 
two or three inns at Seiten, on 
which, at least, affords very fair act 
modation. Owing to frequent it 
course with Italy, most of the pe . 
here speak or understand Italian. Herr 
Gander, the curate (co-operator) of 
Seiten, it a botanist, well acquainted 
with the flora of the district. Above 
St. Veit ts Moos or St Josef, the second 
hamlet of the valley, near to which, at 
the opening of the Fisehleinthal, is the 
Sextnerhad (4,478'), a small establish- 
ment for mineral hatha, affording rongh 
bnt tn] arable accommodation amid 
'scpnery far superior to that of Seiten. 
The minora! springs are strongly im- 
pregnated with earthy salts. 

The FitcUeinthed runs deep into the 
mass of dolomite peaks that enclose the 
valley of Auronzo on the N. side, and 
present forms that for variety and 
strangeness of outline are not surpassed 
elsewhere in this district The topo- 
graphy of this mass is yet ill under- 
stood : all the published maps are in- 



correct and there is much confusion as 
to the names of the peaks, each having 
at least a German as well as Italian 
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bars of the Austrian and Italian Alpini 
Clubs, rather than to strangers, to Si the 
nomenclature of the peaks of this Tyro- 
lese valley. 

A rough road mounts very gently from. 
Seiten through the main (SW.) branch 
of the valley to the Kreuzberg (5,361'), 
the scarcely perceptible ridge between 
the waters of the Drave and those of 
the Piave, now marking the frontier 
between Austria and Italy, The an- 
cient Mauthhaus, standing at the sum- 
mit, had been converted into an inn, 
but since the separation of Venetia from 
Austria may probably have reverted to 
its original destination as a customs- 
station. The pass is known in Comelico 
aa Mont t Croce ; but it is desirable to 
suppress that name in order to avoid, 
confusion with the hotter-known past 
described in £ 62, Kte. E. Toe road 
descends thence into the northern branch 
of the Comelico valley (Ete. D), which 
is drained bv the Fadola torrent The 
lower part is populous, but the upper 
end has a deserted air, the pastures being 
owned by the people of Seiten, and re- 
served for horses and oien, so that u 
sennkHtUn enliven the scene. Ban Stt- 
faao (Kte. D) is reached in about 6\ 
lira, by carriage from Seiten, or in 1 hr. 
more on foot, eicluding halts. Thar* 
is here a tolerable country inn kept by 

Mr. Tnekett was the first traveller 
who crossed the high range between 
Seiten and Auronzo, and he has been 
followed by several others ; but it is to 
Mr. Holzniann that the writer is in- 
debted for the fullest account of this 



forms. The passes will be best 

understood by supposing the traveller 

approach them from the side of 

ranzo. About 1 hr. above the Villa, 
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Grande (Eta. E) is the opening of Vol 
Giralba. A path mounts for about 
40 m. by the 1. bank, then crosses to 
the rt. bank, and follows that for i hr. 
till it begins to bear to the 1. or abmit 
SW., and finally after a steep bat Dot 
difficult ascent, chieflj over fine debris, 
or grava, reaches the snmmit of the 
Forcdla di Giralba, lying between the 
Col Agndto and the Monte Popera. 
The summit is formed of large slabs, 
with gratia on either side, and a small 
tarn below. In descending it is neces- 
sary to bear to the 1., between NW. and 
WKW., first over grata, then among 
blocks of dolomite. The way lies under 
the precipitous W. face of the Hohe 
Leisten, a great promontory from the 
mass of Monte Popera. The Oier- 
bacher Thai, which mounts nearly due 
W, h is passed on the 1. hand, and the 
way lies nearly due N. through the 
lower part of the same glen, locally 
called Unterbacker Thai. The way is 
first by the L bank, then by the oppo- 
site side for about £ hr., till at the 
junction of the Altlasteiner That, de- 
scending from the W-, the traveller 
enters the head of the Fisehleintbal, 
where a beaten track leads to the Sext- 
nerbad. This way is the most direct 
and easiest, requiring less than 6 hrs. 
moderate walking, from Auronzo to 
Sextan. The scenery is unsurpassed by 
that of any other pass in this region. 

The other passes next to bo mentioned 
are rarely used, and known only to the 
smugglers who here carry on a perilous 
trade between Tyrol end Italy. They 
are approached through the Val Mar- 
son, which opens into the main valley, 
i or. above the junction of Val Giralba. 
A path mounts along the 1. bank of the 
stream about WNW., and after passing 
two or three narrow glens on the rt. 
hand, reaches in nearly 1 hr. the open- 
ing of Val Oengia, through which a 
considerable torrent descends from the 
N. A faintly-marked track monnts 
along the rt. bant, and after nearly 
i hr. crosses to the 1. side, and before 
long passes a deserted hut. Here the 
ascent liea fo» a short distance NW., 
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along the W. face of a projectiag roefc, 
whose N. shoulder is climbed. Above 
this the path crosses the torrent wberet 



1 falls 



rough a 



zigzags nearly due N., till 
it reaches an Alpine pasture. Thence 
the way lies at first E. for 35 mis., 
passing a small tarn, and then I». for 
IS mil)., till it attains another higher: 
shelf of pasture. Facing E. an ascent 
of ^ hr. leads to the Oberhacher Jech t 
between the Col Agnello and the craggy 
mass, locally known as Oberhacher 
Wand, that lies between the Oberhacher 
Thai and Altlasteiner Thai mentioned 
above. Amidst rock scenery of the 
grandest character the traveller descends 
eastward through the Oberhacher Thai 
till he meets the track from ihe Giralba 
Pass. Fully 7J hrs., exclusiveof halts, 
should be allowed for this way from 

From the uppermost pastti-o hist 
mentioned an ascent of { hr. to WKW. 
leads to the Santebiichl, a ptss lying 
between thePufetu Kogdaad the Ober- 
hacher Wand. Descending thence to a 
small bright blue tarn, and then bearing 
nearly due N., the traveller may reach 
the head of the Altlasteiner Thai, which, 
runs about ENE. into the head of the 
Fiaehleinthal. 

The native hunters speak of a fourth 
pass between Auronzo and Sextan called 
Lammtcrbdckl, which seems to lie be- 
tween the pinnacles of the Col Agnello, 
bat Mr. Ilolimann failed in repeated 
attempts to find it, and no other traveller 
has been more fortunate. 

From the head of tbe Altlasteiner 
Thai a very fine pass to Landro may be 
made by the N. side of the Patern 
Xogel, passing two small tarns near the 
summit of the pass, which is called at 
Seiten Toblacher Eiedti, whence, keeping 
to the 1. at the upper part, it is easy to 
descend into the eastern branch of the 
Eienz valley that descends to Landro. 
A Still finer course is to bear S.W. from 
a little way below the pass to another 
pass, Drti Zinaen Jock (M. H.) T close to 
the wonderful peeks of the Drei Zinrien, 
This leads into the bead of Val Rim- 
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bianco, the S. branch of the Rienz 
Valley. This way takes fall; S hrs. 
from Sexten to Landio, or 1 hr. more 
than the more direct course. 

The DreiZinnen, or Cima di La varcdo, 
is one of the most singular of the 
dolomite peaks, the highest tower 
actually overhanging its base. It is 
counted by Siorpaes aa the most 
difficult of ascent of all the peaks of 
this district The height must be con- 
siderably greater than that commonly 
quoted — 9,833ft. b the other hand, the 
height of the passes above enumerated 
has apparently been exaggerated. There 
is no wide difference between them, and 
none of them much exceeds 8,000 ft. 

From the blue tarn on the T3W. side 
of the Santebuchl, bearing about due 
W,, it is easy to join the path over the 
Toblacher Riedel near the summit, and 
in that way a very fine route may be 
taken from Auronzo to Landro. Perhaps 
a still finer way is to quit the path to 
the Oberbacher Joch at the lower shelf 
of Alpine pasture mentioned above, and 
to ascend thence in a WSW. direction 
to the Forcelia di Laaaredo, a pass 
betweentheDreiZinnenand the Patern 
KogeL whence the path from the 
Toblacher Riedel Is joined near the head 
of the Rienz Valley. 

[The ValRiinbianco mentioned above 
is connected by low and easy puses with 
the bend of Val Popena, and the lake 
of Misurina, see Rte. IS.] 



s lying in the 
rt. angle formed by the high-road to 
Cortina, between tie Toblacherfeld and 
Peutelstein, are in great part drained 
by a torrent that joins the Rienz about 
half-way between Welsberg and Nie- 
derndorf (§ Gl, Rte. A). Those ap- 
proaching the valley from the eastward 
will take a vehicle from the latter place, 
bat travellers coming from the N. and 
W. will make Welsberg their starting- 
point. The valley in question is col- 
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lecti vely called Prag$ (sometimes written 
Brags), but includes two diverging 
branches that join at Saag, about 1 J m. 
above its opening into the Pustarlhal. 
The S. branch of the valley, which is 
the shorter, is called Inner Prage, while 
the SW. branch, called Autser Pragt, 
extends more deeply into the mountain 
range that encloses the head of Enne- 
berg. In Inner Prags, little more than 
a mile above Saag, stands the mountain 
bath-house of Ait-Prag$ (4,6240. The 
name is appropriate, as a part of the 
building is very ancient. A modem 
wooden house has been added. The ac- 
commodation is rude but tolerable, and 
the charges very cheap. It may bo 
reached in a light carriage from the 
main valley of the Rienz. From the 
head of Inner Frags a path leads 
southward to the Ampeazo road, which 
is reached not far from Schhiderbach, 
over a pass between the Croda Rossa 
and the Diirrenstein. If the former 
peak— 10,262 ft. in height— can be as- 
cended, the attempt may be best made 
from the side of Inner Prags. 

Ausser Prags, the SW. branch of the 
valley, extends for some way above Saag 
nearly at a level. Itineludes two small 
villages— Schmieden and St. Veil. Sear 
the former place are the baths of Ntu- 
Pragt (4,313'), intended apparently for 
guests of the humbler class. 

At the upper end of Ausser Prags is 
a picturesque little lake called Wilde/'. 
(6,663'). Here an uppermost branch of 
the valley, locally called Innente Alp, 
leads to a pass connecting this with the 
Esneberg. St. Vigil (j 80, Rte. G) is 
said to be 6 hrs. distant. Another path 
leads southward to Cortina by the E. aide 
of the Seekofel (9,214')— a mountain 
whose outline, as seen from the 8. aide, 
resembles that of an elephant. The 
summit of the pass to Cortina is called 
WtUcher Boden (6,4 99 1 }. 

A traveller may well approach Cor- 
tina from the side of Bruneck by this 
route, but not unless he be already ac- 
quainted with the more striking scenery 
of the ordinary route by the Dtirren See, 
and the road thence to Peutelstein, 
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